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Ss TO TRE: > - 
" E ADER: 
Here is nothing more Amazing than © 
that Hardnels, which does poſſeſs the 
| ibs: of Men. One of the Antients ob= 
(ſerves, concerning the Jews, that their © 
E Hearts were harder than the” Roths >. For 
the Rocks rent at the Paſſzon of Chriſt, 2 
| bc their Hearts were not rent at it. SJo* J 
[iz Jerekoam's Time the Altar heard the \ 
Word of the Lord, and rent before it 
[bzt Jereboam's Heart was harder than the 
[Stores of the Altar. The Scripture ſpeaks 
Lof the Heart of a Sinner, as being harder 
than the Adamaat, the hardeſt of Stones 
of which it uſeth to be ſaid, Incidit Gem- 
mas, ſed non inadirur ipſe. : 
| How far the Holy God, who cannot 


| be Tempred with fivil, neither Tempt='44 
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To the Reader. - 
eth he any Men, does concur in that )u- 
| dicial Obduration ; which they who are 
the ObjeFs of Divine Preterition, are } 
ſmitten with, is a difficult Queſtion to 
determine. IT have been willing to decline Þ 
-anprofitable Speculations, and to keep to 

clear Scripture Revelation concerning it. Þ- 
One of my Hearers, who did in Short- þ 
Hand take from me what I deliver d, ha- F 
ving Tranſcribed his Notes, brought them F 
fome. 1 have peruſed them, and find | 
that they are Conſonant to what I expreſs'd. 
Notwithſtanding the I axneſs of the Style, | 
T hope they may be of Uſe to the ordinary } 
ſort of Readers, whoſe Edification was F 
" deſigned in the Preaching, and is ſo in|. 
the Printing of them ; to which ( having 
been importuned therennto) I have con- 


ſented. | 1 / 
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F' Haiah vi. 9, 10, Il. 


{ 141d he ſaid, Go, and tell this People; Hear ye "indeed, 
* |© but underſtand not : and ſee ye indeed, . but perceive not. 
Make the Heart of this People fat, and make their Ears . 

'y ' heavy, and ſhut their Eyes: leſt they ſee with their 
4 Zyes, and hear with their Ears, and underſtand with 
ff |. their Heart, and Convert, and be healed. Then ſaid I, * 
2 4 Lord, how long? And he anſwered, Until the Cities be. 
waſted without Inhabitant, and the Houſes without Man, 
& and the Land be utterly deſolate. -/ 


nf | 

H1S Chapter contains the Subſtance 

of the Fourth Sermon, preached by 

the Propher I/a:ah to the Ferws, in 

-' which he gives an Account of two 
7. | Particulars. | 


| Er/t, Of a Glorious Viſion which he 
" had. He ſaw the Lord fitting upon an high 
Throne, and -the Holy Angels worſhiping 

| « A 3 | and 
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and praiſing of Him. This Vifion had af , 
.*very humbling EffeCt on the Prophet : For | 
when he beheld the Lord fitting on his 
- Judgment Seat, -he was afraid that He 
yould enter into Judgment with him, and! 
then he knew himſclf to be undone, becauiÞ 
_ he wasof polluted Lips. i; 
Althovgh he was called tothe Wotk oi 
a Prophet, he could . not bur be Conſciou; 
to himſelf, that he had rot diſcharged hi: 
Office with ſuch Faithfulneſs, as to be able#7 
to ſtand beiore the Lord's Tribunal. TvF, 
comfort him againſt theſe Fears, there wasF 
One cauſed to touch his Lips, with a Coil 
trom the Altar ; thereby intimating, Thit} 
although he had not uſed his Tongue 10} 
much for God, as he,{hould have done, ne:F 
| vertheleſs, his. Iniquiry was ConfumedF 
- Purged, Pardoned, and that ghrough Jeſus 
Chriſt, fignified by the Altar. This 1s the} 
firft thing in his Sermon. | 
Secondly, He gives an Account of the 
Meſſage that he was to deliver to thath 
- People, whom the Lord ſent him unto. It 
is: God that ipeakerth it in the 8th Verky 
ſaying, Whom ſhall I fend, and who ſhall 
 £oup for ws? Whereas it is expreſied inf 
the Plural Number, who thall go up off 
- 42 That implies a Plurality of Perſons in} by 
the 
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f  FHardneſs of Reart, &C. "ol 
I} the Godhead. Ir is like that Expreſſion, 
NA} where God faith, Let w make Man, Gen. 
* £1. 26, and like thar, Ger. 3. 22. Mans be- 
"Frome /ike one of 15. So when Babe! was 
po building, the Lord ſaid, Let 2s go down, 
"and confound their Language, Ger. 11. 7. 
ET hus here, Who ſhall go for w* God... 
3 the Father ſpeaks to the Son, and the Holy 
FGhoſt, ſaying, Who ſhall go for a? 
F Now the Prophet was ſo aftefted with-the 
F Grace of God, in pardoning the Infirmiries. 
Fof his former Miniſtry, thar he readily 
F faith, Here am I, ſend me. He looked up- 
.6n himſelf as under an Obligation to do: | 
| any Service the Lord ſhould ſee meet to em- 
# ploy him in, ſince God had been 1o Gra- 
Fr. | cious as 'to forgive his paſt Iniquity. We . 
2 have in the Words: before us the Meſinge 
w he was to deliver. And irt is the ſaddeſt 
| Meſiage that ever Man was ſent upon. 
* 'The Prophet, when he heard what he muſt 
Tay, wasaſtoniſhed thereat. - He was in the 
1-4 Name of God to declare three Things to | 
the hes who had lived under his Minj- 
p il ry. And we may obſerve a Gredation, in 
. | what was to be ſpoken. 1. He was to tell 
$ them from God, that all his Preaching 
: + Thould dothem no Good, Ver/e 9. Go and 
' Tell this People, &c. It is Vox tndignant?s,” 
4. an 
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an Expreſſion of Indignarion and Contempr 

. the Lord doth not ſay, Go and tell my Po 
?/e, buttell zÞzs People, this unworthy PeoÞ# 
ple, unworthy to be mine any longer , thi 


perverſe, obſtinate, hard-hearted Peopigit 
Go and tell them; Sze, and perceive nos 
. Hear, and underſtand not. The Words wt 
the. Original are in the Imperative Mrolfe 
Do you hear, but do not underftand ; ſea: 


you, but perceive nor. 


It is the manner of the Hebrews to ex. 
_. prefs the Future by the Imperative. The 

meaning is not, That it was their Duty to, 
hear, and not to underſtand ; bur that 1ſo itÞ 
{hould come to paſs. The Words are notÞ 
a Precept, but a Prediction, -a Prophecy,Þ: 
foretelling how it ſhould be. I (faith the, 
Prophet ) have preached three Sermons toÞj: 
you, and muſt preach many «nore, bit all 
.. will be in vain, you will never be Convert 
ted by any thing I can ſay to you; you 
will continue in your Sins, as much as if ne-Þ 
ver any Sermon had been preached to you,þ 
' And this fad thing muſt I tell you from God F 


Secondly, He was to reN them that his Mi.” 


niftry would be {© far from Converting andÞ 
_ Healing them, as that it would have a quizeF 

contrary Eftect -upon them. It would be: 
 attEnded with a Hardenzng and a Blindingf 


Efficacy 
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Horde of Heat, &c. : 9 & 


| Efficacy _upon their Souls, ver. 10. Go" 
# (fairh the Lord) and make fat the Heart of 


bis People; that will be the Fruit of thy 
Preaching among them, . that their Heart 
Will be made, Far, that is to ſay, Stupid, 
5 without any feeling ; that which 
&. Fat is Senſzleſs. Narturaliſts obſerve, 
hat when the Heart is Fat, the Man be- 


| wmes exceeding Stupid. -When Fatneſs 


4 ; ſpoken of the Soul, (as here it is to be 


IÞ underſtood) a Fat Heart is the ſame 


- Iwith an Hard Heart, and fo it is interpret- 


C td by the Apoſile Fobn I'2. 40. Ae bath 


For dened thetryr Heart. So then this Ex- 


Ipreffion of making the Heart far, . the A- 
TL expounds, by ſaying, He hath hard-. * 


hed their Heart. You know Far, Sewet, or | 
Fe like, when it grows cold, it becomes 


WMiff and hard, fo a fat Heart fignifies an 
Þard, an untractable, tif unyieldable Heart. 
Make their Hearr far, and their Ears heavy, 


yn is to fay, Deafand Dull of Hearing 


Fake a noiſe in their Ears, that ſhall deafen 


"I hem, as the Word implies Thunder 


Emſes Deafneſs: Thus, when the Holy 
;;$rophet thundered Deſolating Judgments 


Fs $*-this People, it made them rhe more deaf - 
bf ball the Calls of Heaven, thasat laſt they 


re, as if they heard mocking And ſhut 
& iy. FPELT 
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therr Eyes; Which is to be underſtood off 
the Eyes of their Mind; that will be tluf 
dreadtul Conſequent of my Preaching uÞ. 
this People, (faith the Prophet) their Eyaſ+- 
will be made blinder than before. A Pa: 
nal Occecation of Mind, as well as a Pengiſ:+ 
Obduration of Heart, is predicted in tha 
Words. Whena Sinner 1s converted, the: 


. | his Underſtanding is enlightned by thi? 


Word of God, and his Heart is made Oba 
dient unto that Word, "which is directiÞ 
contrary unto theſe two Particulars, hen 
predicted, concerning this People. An 
then Thirdly, He was to tell them one thing 
' .. more, + ſadder than all the reft, namely} x; 
- That theſe Judgments ſhould be of everÞ 9g 
laſting Continuance, in ver. 11. The Prof 
Pct, when he heard what kind of Meſlagf « 
he was to go upon, he was aſtoniſhed y 
and does thereupon ſpeak like a Mar con. 
founded, and in-great Amazement. W hatf®; 
 _ muft this be the Fruit .of my Miniſtry 
Lord, how long! Saith. he; What, mulf 
- theſe Peoples Eyes be blinded, and they; 
-* Hearts hardned ? Lord, how long! Hole, 
long {hall theſe Judgments continue upd F, 
them? To be ſure the Prophet wi 1] 
thar it might not be long, bur the Lord atþ 
ſtares him, it would never beotherwiſle, u 
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_ Hardueſ; of Heart, &c. 11 © 


- til ſach amongſt them, as were thus ſmitren 
? Ss with Spiritual ' Plagues,* were deftroy'd. 
b How long 1 The Anſwer is, Unt:/ the Giies 
are laid waſte, and the Land deſolate. This 
| was fulfilled, r. When the Aſjyr:ans came 
@upon them, and laid their Cities waſte : 
FAnd 2. When the Babylonians came upon 
Erthem, utterly conſuming all things. Leſtly, 
E When the Deſolating Roman Army burnt 
| their City, and.made their Land to be 
& withour a Jewiſh Inhabitant, which was: . 
nl after Chrift came” into the World, and: 
MF canſeh the Goſpel to. be preached unto - 
&-rhem, bur they negleCted the great Salva-. 
"bf tion, for which Cauſe, Wrath is come up- 
eF on them to the uttermoſt, they are made 
10 moſt deſolate; and that Deſolation hath- 
FF continued for more than Sixteen Hundred 
eg. Years; yea, it doth continue ftill: And 
{| ' therefore; when it is ſaid, Un! the Citzes 
k Porelaid waſie, and the Land be deſolate ; 
the meaning is not, rhat after that, they 
y ſhould immediately have their Eyes open- 
et > Kaw and their Hearts foftned, for the Fews 
Fcontinue Blind until this very Day : This. 
Judgment is yet. upon them, as the Apo- 
{ftle does obſerve, 2 Cor. 3. I5. 4 Veil. 
! BY Blindneſs) zs upon their. Hearts + 
4 70 this Day, they can't ſee to this Day, ba 
| us 


6. £2 . A Diſcourſe of © 
thus it will be with that People until the Þ.- 
Fulneſs of the Gezr7/es {hall come in, Rom. þ- 
11.25. Blindneſs 3s ' happened unto Iirael 
in part, until the. fulneſs of the Gentiles 
ſhall come in. Nor may we ſuppoſe that 
the things here fpoken do intend the Zerws 
only, but theſe Words concern all Men that 
_ hve under the Goſpel, and yet continue in 
their Sins. Goſpel Sinners are concerned: 
in them. The Prophet I/azab 1s of all the" 
Prophets the moſt Evangelical; he ſpeaks 
more like an Evangelift than-a Prophet in 
many Places, - and in ſome of his Sermons 
ſo plainly .and elearly concerning Chriſt, F 
 aS if he had lived in Chriſt's time: And it 
is obſervable, that theſe Words are quoted: 
oftnef in the New-Teftament, than any oneÞ- 
vcripture of the Old-Teſtament. They are : 
- mentioned., at leaſt, fix times in the New-F 
Teſtament; all the Evangeliſts make men} 
_ Hon of them. They are moreover recited 


. 


in the As of the Apoſtles, and in the'EpkF: 


-W 


ftle to the Romans, intimating, that Mey * 
. under the Goſpel are vety much concerned 
in what 1s here predicted. The Words arÞ. 
* a Prophecy of God's dealing with SinhersF..7 
under the Goſpel. And as rhey have beenF .2 
opened, they aftor4 unto, usa very awetulf/ ti 
Datrine, which is, Fi 
| Dot. 


* Hardneſs of Heart, &Cc. $i I3. | 


| Dott: That ſome who live under the Goſ- 
pet, are by the Lord in Righteous Fudg- + 
ment, groen up io Everlaſizng Hard- 
neſs of Heart, and Blindneſs of Mind. 
" 
þ For clearing the DofCtrine before us, 
Three Things may be enquired into. - 2. 
Thom the Lord is ſaid to Harden the Hearts, 
J-and Blind the Eyes of Men? 2. Wharare 
| ht e Signs of Men's being, by a Judicial Dif 
= lation of God, given up to thoſe Spiritu- 
al Judgments? _ 3. Whence it comes to pals, 
ar ſome are ſo? ? 


- Queſt. I. How 7s the Lord ſaid to Har- © 
wn } den the Hearts, and Blind the” Minds 
RE 2 - of Men e 


4 Take the Anſwer in theſe following Con- 
ed +ufions. 
pf; Concl. I. As Hardveſs and Blindneſs in 
Ei þ Ne Souls of Men is a ſinful Thing, /o it i 
xd not from God; tor God did not make Man 
ar. with an Hard Heart, or a Blind Mind. Eccl, 
en 7. u/t. God made Man upright. There was 
08 an Univerſal Re@izude in all the Facul- 
fulf/ ries of his Soul, as it firſt came out of God's 
' Nlands. Therefore He did not make him 
. with 


14 A Diſcourſe of _ 
" *with a Blind Mind, or Hard Heart; He 
made- Man after his own Image; therefore © 
his Soul was full or Divine Light. Gol 
doth not make Men to be Sinners, - eithal 
as to Original or Attyal Sin. Fam. 1. 16 
Let no Man ſay, when he 7s tempted, I aff 
 temprtedof God, for God cannot be »" £ 
mb Evil, neither tempieth He any Mans 
He doth not put any Man upon finning ; thi 
Sins of Men muſt be- aſcribed to othaf 
things,. as the Cauſe and Authors thereolf® 

and not unto the Holy and Glorious God® 
IT Fobn 2.16. The Luſt off the Fleſh, thef® 
Luſt of the Eye, -and the Pride of Life, #8* 
not of the Father, but of the World. Sp* 
Blindneſs of Mind, and Hardneſs of Heart 
confider'd, as a Sinful thing, is not of tha** 
Father, but of another Original. Sin i* 
called 'the Work of the Dev//, x Fohn 2 *P 
8. Chriſt faid to the Fews, the Devil if 
a Liar, and the Father of rt; that is; thiB< 
Author of it. Fohr 8. 44. So Hardneſs of 
Heart, and Blindneſs of Mind, is fromitheþ7# 
Devil; 2 Cor. 4. 4. The God of this Wort?! 
bath blinded the Minds of them that Belte q Sit 
nor. And it is from themſelves, that the © 
are become thus Sinful. Their Corruption &h 
and Sins are their ow *Lujfts, their ou 
Doings, their own Ways, their ow Inf XC 
, quitie 


b Hardneſs-of | Heart, CC. I5 
tf quities. God faith plainly, they are none * 
of His; but Men have them from the De- 
oil, and from themſelves. The Lord doth © | 
got approve of Men's being Wicked, or of 
Stheir having Blind Minds or Hard Hearts, 
P/2/. 5. 4. For thou art not a God, that haſt - 
AT ico/ure in Wickedneſs; when 'it is faid, 
od hath not Pleaſure 17 Mackrdne/rathehe 
$35 more intended than exprelled ; the , 
meaning is, that he hates it Infinitely and 
Ecernally. Ferem. 44. 4. Ob! do not this 
$ebom:nable thing that T hate, Sin is the a-- 
&bominable thing which the Lord doth hate: 
Therefore ivis not from Him, He never did, 
#n0r indeed can He approve of any Sin; -it 
{$45 inconſiſtent with the Holineſs of His Na- 
haure; He can no more approve of Sin, than 
iF He can ceaſe ro be God; for if he ſhould 
 » | approve of Sin, then he He. would ceaſe to 
be Holy, and then he would be God no lon- 
4 ger, than which nothing can be imagin'd 
Fimore impoffible, Heb. 1. 13. Thou art of 
hl purer Eyes, than to bebold Evil, and canft 
#110 look upon Iniguity. God cannot behold 
-y9in with any Approbation, or without De- 
aj teftation of it. The Apoſtle Zames prov- 
oangeth, that God cannot be the Author of Sin, ' 
from that Attribute of his Immutability, 
ni becauſe He is of an Eternally unchangeable 
il . Nature. 


i6 | — Ae. . Þ 

Nature. ' He ſheweth, that God is the Gi-þ 
ver of every good Gift, and that with Hin 
there 7s no Variableneſs. nor Shadow of 


'Terning, Jam. 1. 17. Saith the Apoſtle 
every thing that is Good comes. fron 
God; if the Evil of Sin ſhould be from 
Him; He would be variable and murabl 
as al} Creatures are, when as abſolute, Im 
- mutability is a Property of the Divine Na 
ture: ſo then, God is not the Auther of Sin 
_ or of Hardneſs of Heart, or of Blindneſs of 
Mind, confidered as a Sin, Nevertheleſyh 


4} 


Concl. II. This Hardneſs and Biindneſc, 
3s not without a Divine Permiſhion. N06 A 
Sinner has his Heart turn'd into a Stone. 
or the Eyes of his Soul pur our, but by thei 

' - Permiflion of Heaven. As no Temporal 
Judgment -befalls any Man without Divine *R 
Permiſſion, ſo neither doth any Spiritual 
Judgment ſeize upon the Souls of theſe andÞ 

thoſe without Divine Permitlion. Godfh 
could,-if He did fee meet, - prevent this, 

-» Blindneſs and Hardneſs, and could cure it;k 1 

: He is alle to do it. Fob {11d. Chap. 4.2. 2. TC: 
Thou canſt do every thing; He that can dof if 
' every thing, can break an Hard Heart, andþj - 
| heal a Blind Soul; He that can do every C 
thing, can do that. Such is the Power off, hn 
| God, 
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Hardneſs of Heart. | & act 

$601, as that He can turn Hell into-Heavens 

"Sand open rhe Eyes of the Blind, and cauſe 
the darkeſt Soul in the World to ſee clear- 

-W. 2 Cor. 4.6. God that commandeth Light 
w/e out of Darkneſs, bath ſhined into 

Wr Hearts. The Heart that is dark as 
Well, God can ſhine into it, and make it 
WMeccome full of Glorious Light; the Otnni, 

"2 Wotent Arm of God is able to break the 
Wardeſt Hearts in the World, although no 
Man, no Angel in Heaven can do it.. The 

"IMimighty God' can turn an Heart of Stone 

«Mito an Heart of Fleſh when he pleaſes : 
/Þnd God ſometimes hath .done it ; He hath 

Wihftered ſome of His own-Elect to be hard- 

"ied and blinded to a very prodigious De-- 

the te; and yet after that, opened their Eyes, 

int . broke their hard Hearts. So it was 
with Morafſeh;, the Scripture intimates 
What a Bloody hard-hearted Sinner Manaf- 

With was. And the 7ews have a Tradition, . 

that chis Prophet 1/azah, being King Marnaſ- 

II's near Kinſman; was, whilſt yer alive, 

ty the Cormand of the King, ſawn aſun- 

* 2Yer with a Wooden Saw. '-It is thought 

do Judicious Interpreters, that the Apoſtle 

1nd ludes to that very thing in Heb. 11. 37. 

<I)Shen. he ſpeaks of ſome thar had been 


* Jan a/under : And yet this Manaſſeh, tho 
" a 
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a moſt cruel hard-hearted Tyrant, hadli& 
his Heart broken. + God did-break it, ang 
make another kind of Heart of it. So th 
Apoftle Par/, before his Converſion, Wl. 
Mind was blinded, and Heart hardned rofl& 
very high degree, As 9. 1. He breathas 
out Slaughter againſt the Church' of Gol RF 
.he made -no more to killa good Chriſtial j 
than the Papiſts do at this Day, who 1a 
fome of them, thar it is no more Sin to KI 
a Proteſtant, than ro kill a Dog ; ſo Pal 
was 10. blinded, as to think, that to kill 
Chriſtians, was no more than to kill thi 
vileft Vermine on the Earth. Thus was 
hardned,- and yerforall this, the-exceedinÞ 
_ abundant Grace of God opened his Ey. 
and broke his Heart, that he became one. 
the moſt broken-hearted Chriftians that evi 
was in theWorld,, Theſe things ſhew,thilff; 
when Men are blinded and hardned in thi 
_ Ways of Sin, it dozs'not come to paſs, witli; 
out a Divine Permiſſion. - .It..is not- incolſþ 
{iftent with the-Holineſs and Glory of GO; 
.to permit 'Sin and Sinners to be in tl 
World. IfMen will Sin, and ruin then: 
ſelves, what Obligation is, there on God i. 
hinder them? When He reſolves to palih. 
mit them to Sin, and to harden their oy 
Hearts, and :blind their own __ F 
now: 


}F .. Hardneſs of Heart, &c. I9. 


Sknows that -it will occaſion more Glory to ' 
885 Name, than if it were otherwiſe. As - 
Wdrift ſaid concerning the Man that was 
bn Blind, Fohx: 9.4. It was, that-the Works 
"WE-God, ſhould be. made manifeſt in him. 
SEwas, that ſo God might have Glory, by 
prking a miraculous Cure on a Man that 
as Born. Blind. God would have more 
ory by that Man, than if he. never had 
n Blind. So God will have n.-re Glory, 
an 1f there had never been an hard Heart, 
a blind Mind in the World. As for the 
Wiect of God, the Glory of Divine Grace 
Mill be made” manifeſt in them, and the 
: Mower of God, in workinga miraculous Cure | 
Mon their Souls, in Converting, and 10... 
Scaling them. The Glory of pardoning 
SMercy had never been diſcovered, if there. 
+.Wd never been a Sinner in the World. 
nd as for Reprobates, God will have 
MBlory in their DeftruEtion, becauſe of their 
Whitinacy againft all the Calls of God unto 
Wepentance, *Prov. 16. 4. God hath made all 
117785 for bimſelf , even the Wicked : for 
We Pay of Foil, All are for the Glory of 
Food, one way or another, -either in, their 
Konverſion and Salvation, or elſe io their 
-& duration, and everlaſting DeſtruQtion. 
Wn and Angels had never {cen ſuch a Glo- 
ons: | rious 
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20 = © Infeonrſe of * * MV 
rious Demonſtration of the Juſtice and Hlh! 
' Wrath of God, as now they will ſee to ey 
Eternity, if there had never been an hal 
Heart, or blind Mind in the World. WW 
then-God permits. this to be. But this: 
not All. | 


; Wart 
 Concl. III. The Righteows God does mt! 
barely permit this Blindneſs and Hardneff# 
but hath an Aﬀrve Providence theretn. 4) 
To affirm that the Providence of Godo* 
- Paſfive or Permiffive only, as to the Sins{F#c 
Men, in Effe&t to deny Providence, © 
to that -Matrer, but that the Lord hath $#/z 
AZQtive: Providence hereabout is evideþir 
. - rom ſeveral things. | Pod 
 I.lz that there .zs an Holy Eternal Decrgg&r 
concerning ' whatever comes to paſs 1n mp 4 
World, God hath determined with himſaff 2 
who ſhall be ſmitten with this Judgmentſes) 
who-they are thar Spiritual. Plagues ſhaÞbd 
come upon ; and He hath determined haſſon 
long they ſhall continue under thoſePlagudpec 
as the Scripture before us ſhews. There a 
an Holy Decree, both as to the Fruition Mou 
the Evil, and asto the Degree and Meaſulgc 
of it. That ſome Sinners {hall be und a 
eater Darkneſs and Hardneſs, than othagwea 
nall. Itwas prodigious Hardneſs of "a win \ 
whRIG =. - 


| Hardneſs of Heart, 8c. 21 
Which the -Zews were ſubjeCt unto, when 
Mey Crucified the Son of God. - Confider- 
Chow many Miracles .were wrought to 
vince them that He was the true Me/r- 
- Nevertheleſs, in ſo doing, they fulfil- 
I the Counſels of Heaven, which made 
lat unparallel d Sin of theirs an Occaſion 
Erhe Salvation of the World. As 2. 23. 
Men being delivered by the determinate 
Ronſel, and Fore-knowledge of God, you 
Woe taken, and with wicked Hands have 
uct fied and Slain. So in Aﬀts 4. 27, 28. 
She Apoſtle declares, that-what Herod and 
$//:te did in Crucifying the Lord Jeſus 
Shift, was; what the Hand and Counſel of 
® zod had determined ſhould be done. 1o that 
Were was an Holy Decree, and therefore 
d ative Providence therein. 
F 2. Ir is evident in that Hardneſs of 
tear t 7s a Fudement from God. This 
Wbduration falls under a double Confidera- 
180n ; either as Moral Ev:/, in which Re- 
F- & ir is not from God, as you hefrd ;, 
hr as a Pena! £011, ſo it is from Hint), for 
Wough Sin is Evil, the Puniſhment of Sin | 
Food, and therefore from God, the Author 
(@ all Good. God never puniſherh Hin More 
; eeadtully, than when He punitheth one 
fin with another. A Sinful Creature ns 
ic ; = VOKES 
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vokes.God- by finning; it may be he maklhi 
himſelf drunk, or guilty of vile Uncle 
neſs. Now. (faith God) to be reveng 
of. that Sinner, I will leave him to comn 
thar' Sin over and over again; and he itz 
be blinded and hardned thereby. of; 
11, Becauſe Ephraim hath made many A/t] 
to Sin, Altars ſhall be unto him to St, 
Ephraim hath ſinned, by making an Alta: 
now then to puniſh him, I will leave hn 
to make many more Altars, and to comm 
that Sin again, and again, and again, mail 
times over, that fo he .may become Sinful 
and Guilty, and Damned with a Vengeance; 
Thus, Rom.1.28. the Apoſile notes concern; 

-- ing the Gerz/es, that God gave them up 

- a Reprobate Mind, that they ſhould comme; 
the moſt horrid Sins in the World withol; 
any Remorſe : This Plague of an hat. 
Heart, and a blind Mind was inflicted al 
them as a juſt Puniſhment, and as the Venſþ 
geance of God upon them for Sins againſt thi, 
Light, of Nature, which they had bed 
guilty of. | 3 

3. The Scripture is exceeding clear and ex 

preſs concerning thisthat there is more thill 

a Permiſfroe Providence of God about th 
Srns of Men. This we ſee in the ſixth Part W- 
that Platform of Prayer, which Chriſt hati*: 
| g1vu ' 
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Hardneſs of Heart, &c. 23 
iven us, Mazth. 6. 13. He hath taught 
8 to pray, Lead 4s not into Temptation ; 
that Men are ſometimes by the Holy Pro- 
[dence of God lead intoTemptation. When 
he Ten Tribes revolted from the Houſe of 
david ;. they ſinned in what they did, and 
et the Lord faith, Thzs thing 7s from me, 
{K77gs 12.23. God had an Holy Providence 


MW it to puniſh the People for the Sins they 


ad been guilty of in S9/omor's Time, 'and 


U 6 puniſh S9/omor7's Son for: his Father's Ini- 


Wnity. So when the Arab:ans and other 


*Mnemies cameand plundered rhe Cities of 


"©-dah, and carried all before them, they 
"Wid Evil, and yet it is faid, the Lord ſtir- 


Wed them up, 2 Chron. 2r. 16. They did © 


"Mt for wicked Ends, but the Lord did it to_ 
puniſh a Sinful People for their Injiquities, 
W\ hen the Ten Kings gave their Power unto | 
i Fe Beaſt, they ſinned -in -what they did, 
and yet it is ſaid, Rev. 17. 17. God put it 


Enio their Hearts to fulfil bis Will, In. © 


"Þerecing to give their Power to the Beaſt, 
hey fulfilled His Decree: And God or- 
Merced all by His Providence; this and the _ 
Wther thing happen'd, - by Means whereof 


MWcir Hearts were inclined to do that Evil. 


WV hen Foſeph's Brethren caſt him into the 


-- Wit, their Hearts were exceedingly _—— 


[ 


o 


T 
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He cried, but they were not grieved at thigh 
Aflitions of Foleph (as the Prophet ſpeak 
alluding to, that ) they went to Ear am 
Drink, and were Merry. So when the 
ſold him into Egypt, . they did wickedly 
and yet 7ofe = laid, Gen. 45. 8. God. ſel 


me bithe r: It was. not you, Brethren, by 


- God did it; you intended it for Evil, by 
God int nded itfor Good. God (ith he 
had an Hand in all thoſe Calatnities- ant 


Affiictions that befel me, and all for Good| 
to ſave my Father's Family from Ruin, and 
a Nation from: Periſhing. , God KGd-nod | 
bare Permitlion, but an Aftive Hand there 
in: Soitit ſaid expreily in the Scriptures 
. as to this that concerns the hardening of thi 
Hearts of Men. The Lor0 'Jard, I will | me 
den the Heart of Pharoah. Exod. 7. 2. An 
 I/arah 63. 17. the Lord's People complain AH 
Why haſt thou cauſed ws 1 err {1m thi: 
Ways, and hardened our 11:1ts from thygy 
. fear © So when the Egypricns were ſet &piy 
gainſt God's People, it is ſaid, £77. 1 05. 254par 
That God turned thetr Heart 70 pate | bzs Pro 
le. The Egyptians did wickealy ; aye. bu 
God had an Holy Detign 1 in givin; 1;z chem uf nl 
to ſo great a Sin as that was. This 15 rot 
" very myſterious Subject. It is thoughr by Fo 
 lome, that one of thoſe oy ſeries that Pau 
heard fin 


$o> 
"of 


Hardneſs of Heart, &c. 25:05 
ard diſcourſed of in the Third Heaven, 
hen caught up thither, "was this very 
fatter? How far God hath an Hand in 
? rdening the Hearts, and” blinding . the 
linds of Men ; - of which he faith, that 
f en, in a. State of Infirmiry,” cannot utter 
x This is a Myſtery,” which we are not 
\y to comprehend ; and, therefore I ſhalt 

t derermine how far the Glorious Holy 
Ihe does aft-in hardening the Hearts, and 

linding the Minds of Signers ; neverthe- 

Wk ſeveral chingy relating ro this Subjert 

WMeclear from the Scripture. 

Gy &1:: God, hardens the Hearts of. Men, by 

departing from them, and withholding his 

grace from their Souls. I remember Au- * 

br gives this Anſwer to that Queſtion ; 
nw does God harden the Hearts of Men ? 
We does it not, Infundendo malitiam, ſed 
"YEron infundendo gratram. He doth it not by 
parting Sin'into cheir Hearts, © bur by not 
[giving Grace to them, He- does it.by de- 

2)Spuring, from them, which He may do. 
0F6od is nor bound to give Grace to Sinners : 
| ind it He withhold His Grace, their Hearts 
 vIrill be hard4%as- if the-Sun ſhould depart | 
] from the World;: whar Horror of Darkneſs 
would cover rhe 'Farth; {0 when God de-- 
ts from Sinners.what Horror of Darkneſs 


ur Pet upon their Souls 2 When the Sun is 
S903 S2ne 
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26 |. ADdnre of. ©, 3 
- "gone in ſomeParts ofthe World, thoſe Party} :; 
© *hatarenearunto the Poles, theyzare in DarksJ:.- 
neſs for many Weeks and Months together 
all is Darkneſs, and all things cold'and frozen 
there. Should: the Sun-never return with# 
its enlightning warming Influences, - there 
would never be any Lighr, nor -any thing 
but Cold and Darkneſs there. So it iswhen& 
God departs from*a Soul, and never return 
to that Soul again, he is wholly blinded 

and hardned. © When God departs, then tha 
. Word of God dogs no Good. .and Ordr F 


* 


nances and Providences domno Good. God 
doesmor ſpeak by them when He is depar-F 


y . 
9 $ 


? 
F 
% 


F 
red and gone. , Tt is with ſuch Sinhers, a3; 
it was with miſerable Saul, 1Sam.15.28.00488, 
7s departed from me, and anſwers mecnoig % 
either by Prophet, or. Dream ;, even 10, when; 
God is departed, then neither Prophet, nor 
ermon, nor any thing elſe; reaches the} } 
- - Heart of a Sinner ; He is not atall ſoftned or Þ- 
- melted thereby. There is a Preſence of Gol 
_ that ſome Reprobate "Sinners experience, þ q 
_ * whence their Minds arg, enlightned, and. 
- © they haye Meltings of Heart ſomerimes ; but :; 
they fimand provoke God, andyHe deparsF g 
from 'em, and doth withhold. thoſe EF 
; Iightnings and" Meltings they have fome-J' , 
. times had, and then they become exceeding Þ 7 
- hard. They have exceedingly provoked F » 
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ol. wg 23 Lord; ,and therefore He. doth, not only 
FH rithhold his ſpecial Grace,.. but takes from 
them that common Grace they once had 
(Experience +; PS 
--2. The Providence of God /o orders it 
- EP mets mes, that bardening Temptations 
hall be ſet before them. , As Men lay Rats- : 
] ſane before Vermine, or as a Mafter lays 
x ney 10 n the Way of his Servant, to try 
. bis Ei liry, ſo the Holy God deals with 
Dinners... Temptations to Sin become the 
FBane of many a Soul. It may be God in 
F His Providence ſo orders, > wx ſiinfuÞCrea- 
"ture ſhall become acquainted with thoſe 
that ſhall harden his Heart, with ſome * 
[ungodly Companions, - who will blind His 
Mind, and prejudice. him againſt the Holy 
bs of God, that ſo way may be made 
F for his Deftruftion. Thus it. was with A- 
"haziah, alchough he was .the Grandſon of 
{2 moſt Pious and Eminent Man, the Ho- 
| Providence of God did ſo order. thar 7: 
-that young Man muft fall into Acquaintance Y 
Þ with the Houſe of Ahab. And the Lord did - 
it -it, that way might be made for,.the De- 
SP fruction of. the young Man, whoſe Sins 


| had exceedingly provoked. him; 2. Chroz, 
Þ} 22-4+ They were 'bis Counſellors uno his 
{Deſt ution. Abaziah had finned and pro- 
B-2 | voked 
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- voke&God, and the Divine Providence {h*þ - 


difpoſeth, as that he muſt fallinto a Com 


b 


panionſhip with thoſe that would harde 
his Heart, and ruin his Soul. And thg! 


Holy Providence of God orders:Stumbling-W 


Blocks to be caſt before the” Souls. of Men? 


Thus Feremzah 6. 217 I will: lay a'Stum ' 


* bling-Block before this People, they ſhall fall 
upon them, the Neighbour and bis Friend 
Natl periſh. Temptations will prove;Stum$ 
bling-Blocks to Reprobate Sinners, on 


which they ſhall fall'and perith. '-God in 
His Pgovidence fſo-orders it, that many a Þ 
Sinner ſhall be affaulred with thoſe Temp-;Þ*? 
tations that he is leaſt.able to reſift ; that WF 
the outward Temptation thall be ſuch, as 
ſuits with the inward Corruption of his 
Heart; fo it, was with Achaz, he was aF* 
\ Covetous Man, and: now the Holy Provi--Þ 
dence of God brings into his Sight that Þ* 
which took with his covetous Heart, for a+ 
. Wedge of Gold, and a Baby/onzh Garment F ;* 
. ſhall be ſet before him, and his Heart har- Þ** 
. dened, and Mind blinded with the Tempta-+: 
-. tion. And fo it was with 7udas; he was a #®; 


Covetous Man, and the: Providence of God; 
fo orders it, that he muſt keep the Bag,*F 


Th 


and.play the Thief. So with Zerod, God Þ;;; 
_ erders it, that there muſt be an Herodrias, þ 
fort 


+ 


> 


: - Hardneſs of Heart, &c. 29 
*4- for that Laſcivious Man ; and his Heart ſd 
+ hardned, that obs Baptiſt could not ſoften 
it by his Powerful Miniſtry. When Pha-- 
288£720}s Heart was hardned, what Temptati- 
FWons did the Holy God: throw in his Way, 
that he might be hardned. God ſufters the 
122757275 to delude.him with falſe Mira- 
cles, whereby his Heart was hardned; and -- 
FE&God ſufter'd others to come to him, -and 
give him bad - Counſel, when he: had 
MT houghts of letting I/72e/ go. Some per- 
Fiwaded him, that he had notdone wiſely 
T in that Matter, to ler fo many ' Slaves go 
F from under his Power, -and that Counſel 
'E proved ian hardening Temptation ta Pha- 
M&y-0b, to hiSFurter Ruin and. Deſolation. © So 
R7ereboam was hardned: to his Ruin by-an- 
> Wawetul Temptarion. There comes a Pro-"""; 
_F phet from God, and tells him how the Lord. . 
. & was provoked with him, and would ſurely 
F puniſh him. And now a ſad Providence + 
'Fiallsout; as for the Prophet, before he got 
home, a Lion meets him, and kills him, 
$1 Kz7. 12. 33. After this thing Jereboam 
returned not from bis Evil Ways , he was 
F thardned by.the Providence which happen'd: 
2 That the Prophet, which had deliver - . 
7 4 fuch'a Meſſage" in the Name of the Lord, 
, Fhould be ſo expos'd by the Providence of 
be B 3 God, | 


30, ADijowſeef © — ©} 


God, that a Lion ſhould kill hime're he 


» 


comes home. This hardned that King'$4: 


Heart; -but there was an Holy Hand of God; 
in this Matter. When the 7ews perſiſted 
intheir Infidelity.in wot owning; Jeſus Chriſt 


to be the true Me/fab ,” the Holy God diQf 
. - order very great Temptations' to be {et bez 
- tore them, which were an Occaſion of their} 


* being blinded and hardned. OneFempration 

--was, "that none of the Great Men, and Wiſe 
Men, and ſuch as were reputed to be Relt 
g10us, none - of theſe believed in Chriſt 


fobn 7:48. Po any of the Rulets or PhariſcesÞ 
believe in him? This was a mighty Temp-Þ 
tation to the common People, Moreover, 


Chriſt was mean as to His Outward Condiz 
-. tion; He came in the Form 'of a Seryantz 


this was a Tempration to the ZFews, who 
had quite contrary Expectations, Mar. 13,Þ 
25. They aid, Is nor this the Carpenter's Þ 
Son, and. is not His Mother Mary? And 
they were offended at h1m. They made ac-Þ 


count, that when the Me/rah came into 


- the World, He would be a Kich Man, and ** 


come glittering in OutwardPomp, and SplenF; 


dor., and Worldly: Glory. When they ſaw** 


his Mother was only a poor Pious Woman Þ % 
and bis ſuppoſed Farher was only a MecheÞþ :: 


nc. their Hearts wete hardned : And God 


* had 
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b Hardneſs. of Heart, &c. 31 
* | had an Holy Providence in it, . that fo the 


*I:Words of my Text might be fulfilled. ' Yea, 
$77 there are ſeveral rhings come to pals in 


Rr] 7:1" 
3 . 


eWorld, by Occaſion whereof Millions 
88 Reprobates are Eternally. hardned unto 
Ke Deſtruction and Deſolation of their 
wuals. As now, the Proſperity that attends 
wicked Men; they proſper in the. World, 
they are Richer and Greater than other Men 
bit-times ; ?hat 1San hardningTemprartion to 
We World, Ma!. 3. 14, 15. It 7s vvin «to 
Flerve the Lord, ſay they, and what Profit 
Þ#2bere, that we do. keep His Ordinances, 
| 21d walk mournfully before Him? The 
Proud are Harps: and they that do wickedly 
$72 /ert up. Proud wicked Men are in a 
Fizppy Condition ;. therefore they ſay, it is 
F in'vain to ſerve the, Lord. Juſt as ſome 
now ſay, there is ſuch 'a Man - never 
44 Prays in his Family, and yet helives as well- 
.$aSany other; why then ſhoMld we pray ? And 
| fuch a Man, when he goes to Sea, -he never 
-1& prays with his Ships Company, and yet he 
. makes as happy Voyages asthoſethatdo pray, 
of therefore it is. in vain for to pray. Alas, 
' ; little think that Providence orders ſuch 
| filings to come to paſs, that wicked and. 
44 Frerched, Sinners might ,be hardned and 
14 damn'd for their Negletts of God. Ano- 
F S 4 ther 
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E: ther thing which happens. in the Worldf 
which proves an hardhing Temptarion -roþ, © 


many loft Souls, is the Scandalous Miſcar: 

Tiage of Profcflors of Religion, Math; 18 
2. Wo ro the. World, becauſe of, Offences 

There is a Man that hath made a Gloriol 
 Protelltion; he pretended ro much -Srridt 
 .neisand Piety, burdor all that, was ſecret 
: - Birm and Unclean in the Sight of God} 


0 tothe World, becauſe ot» that Manz 5 


For the World will be ready concludez 


that Religion is a Cheat, thar all Profeſſors 
are alike; thar becauſe ſomeare Hy pocritch wy 

Temp-F:. 
- tation of all, is, gGod ſometimes leaves hisHz;;; 
| OWN Children,and then'they tall intoScanday; 
-. Tous Sins. There is a dreadful Providence; 


all are ſo. Bir thatwhich is the ſadde 


a: 


in it, that To Reprobates may be. hardned,Hj; 


and datnnd.  Qh! how. many Thouſands 
| hath one ſuch” Inftance been the Occaſions.” 
of Ruin to! Thar of David, how man h 


Thoufands have periſhed erernally, becauſe 


of his Sin! The Antients tell us, Thath' 
ſome of the Pagers of old were prejudiced Jy: 
againſt Religion, becaulc they were intorm t} 
ot Davzd's Miſcatfiage. They would rea-| 
- Jon after this manner. The Chriſtians ſay, 
David was one of rheir Saints, and yet; 
they confef3, that he was guilty of Murder, P 


and 


14 and Adultery, and Drunkenneſs. We wil] 
"Fever be of the Religion that ſuch are. of; 
nd do we not ſee at this Day, Pavid's 


Sin ruins many a Soul? Ungodly Men 
ill fay, David committed ſuch and ſuch 
"Y Ins, and for all that he went.to Heaven, 


- 


id therefore we may do as he did, and 
"Mt be ſaved. Oh! but they confider not 
-Wzv:d's broken Bones for his Sins., Tho' | 
0 void himſelf is now a Glorified Saint-in 
Uleaven, I ah perſwaded thar his Sin hath 
©Ween the Occaſion of the hardning, and fo, 
Hf the Damnation of more than a Million 
Tf Souls. | Tl 
DPF 2. The Holy God hardens the Hearts, and 
Binds the Eyes of Sinners, by delivering 
* Wm into the Hands of Satan. When 
14 Wmpſon finnd, a provoked God: deliver'd 
'Fhim into the Hands of the Phz/zſfzzes; and 
MFIthey pur his Eyes out: So when Men fin, 
"IGod delivers them into the Hands of the 
4 Philiſiines of Hell; and they blind them. 
"Þ 0 ZedeFtiah finn'd, and the Anger of the 
4 Lord deliverd him into the Hands of the 
af ing of Baby/on, who made him blind. 
Thus Men fin againſt God, and He delivers 
"Fhem into the Hand of Saran, and one of 
> be firſt things the Devil does to them, 1s ro 
- Jput their Eyes our, .2 Cor. 4. 4. The God of 
il B5 ths 
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234 A Diſcourſe of © 1 
this World hath blinded the Eyes of thellÞ 
that believe not ; when he gers them into" 
his Hands, He will do that beſure. Thi 
Judge giveth the MalefaQtor into the Hand 
of the Jaylor; God,-asa, Righteous Judge 
delivers Sinners into the Hands of the Jay 
of Hell. - The Prophet ſaw God fitting fit 
the Throne of Judgment, and He deliver 
the Zews into the Hands of Satan, whodFE 
blind their Eyes, and harden their Hearty h: 
- Satan does it Mora/ly, by perſwading tÞar 
« Sin; God does it Z7ud:crally, by deliverinf 
. Into his Hands. WAnd thus it-was witlf} 
Abab, 1 Kings 22. 22. 'The Prophet i 6: 
the Lord on His;Throne, and the Hoſt. of Heafon 
Ven ſtanding by Him, and the Lord faid OU 
©, Who ſhall perſwade Ahab Who will half: 
' ÞDden his Heart, that he may go to Ramotihh? 
_. Gz/eed, and there periſh 2 There comes Jthz 
Devil, and faith; 1 w// do 77, Wilt thoyM 
do it, faysGod 2! Thou that art a DeviſGo 
how wilt thou do it? I will go and befþr 
Lying Spirit in the Mouth of all his Pro} 
Phets. Go thy ways, ſays God ; thou ſhikee 
perſwade him, and prevail alfo; Go forty, 
and do ſo. Thus the Righteous God delſyp 
vers Sinners into the Hands of Satan to hife: 
den and blind them. So with Saz/, 1 Saf hi 
16. £4. The Lord departed from Saul, ine 
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Hardneſs of Heart, SC. - (48M 
MF an evil Spirit from the Lord troubled bim- 
wh" Fhe Lord lers looſe a Devil upon him , and 
kfwhen the Devil was let looſe upon him, 
what an hard-hearted wicked Creature was 
28627 © He would ftick at no manner of 
1a8W ickednelſs; when the evil Spirit was upon 
him, he would kill his Son-in-Law, and his 
own Son: too. An evil Spirit from the 
USLord was upon him, as a Puniſhment for 
rt his Sins, and then his Mind was blinded, 
2 tFand his Heart hardned. þ 
in 4. The Lord blinds the Eyes, and barwens 
vitfthe Hearts of Men, by groing them up to 
/ wS:7, to the Luſts and Corruptions of theer 
lean Hearts. Sin is the,Poylon that puts 
aiour the Eyes of the Soul, and turns the 

Hearts of Men ihto a very Rock; Heb. 3. 
20NMp1 2. Take heed, left any of you be hardned 
es $throzgh the Decertfulneſs of Sin. The more 
hofMen fin;- the harder. will their Hearts be. 
evifGod leaves them to fin, as a Puniſhment 
be ſr former Sins, whereby they have pro- 
Piffoked him ; ſo. do their Hearts become ex- 
{needing hard. Thus it was with the Carnal 
ortffraelites, Pſal.$1.12. The Lord gave them 
dellyp zo their own Hearts Luſts, and then their: 
niflearts were: hardned with a Vengeance: . 
SalfFhere is no Reprobate in the World, but 
, Abne Sin or other he- is under the — 
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A Diſcourſe of © F 
-- of; and God, to puniſh 'him, ſufters ic ſo to: 
*. be, and ſuffers him to fall into'that Sin of} 
. ten, | that ſo. his Heart may be hardned. 
One Man indulges himſelf in the Sin oft: 
Pride, in Proud, Boaſting, Vain-glorious: 
Words, ar.in proud Faſhions, as to Apparel 
or in Spiritual Pride, and for this his Heart 
is hardned. Day. 5. 20. It is ſaid of  Newm 
buchadnezzar, his Mind was hardned 1nWhc 
Pride. Another is. under the Dominion of Þ 
an unclean Luſt; and becauſe he is abhor- Þ 
ied of the Lord, God in His foreſt Wrath 
gives him up to that Sin, God ſaith, asF 
in Rev. 22. 11. He that zs filtby, Tet him be Þde 
filthy fiill; and then his Heart will be hard»: 
ned i{till, and his Mind will be blinded Mth( 
fill. The Sin of Uncleanzeſs is a beſottingMar: 
'Sin; it makes Sots and Beaſts of Men. 
' Some there are that know they live in Sin,\Þ li 
- - bur there are others who don't know it, yet Þthe 
_ their miſerable Souls are held faſt in rhe;foft 
Invifible Chains of: Darkneſs, in ſecret Di- Fit. 
tempers, that they will never ſee, tilt Þho 
\tis. too late to repent of them, and fo their Tc 
- Souls are hardned, blinded, loſt, damned} 
for ever, Prov. 14. 12. «There 2s a Way] 
that ſeems right toa'Man,but the end thereof} 
2s Death. God be merciful to Sinful Crea-FÞti 
> tures, When It is 10 with them ! They mo 
| vt | ency'Þ 
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x Hardneſs of Heart, 8c. © - 35” * 
'} they are. in the right Way, but are in the. 
4 Way to Everlaſting - Death. They live in , 
ESin, and don't know it. There is a Gene- _ 
gation that is pure in'their own«Eyes,- and 
Fer are not cleanſed from their Filthineſs. 
God be merciful ro 'em, the Plague» of a 
blind Mind and-an hard Heart 1s upon” 'em, * 
Ind/ is like to be their Ruin. Thus we ſee” 
Show God hardens the Hearts of Men. 


One Word of Improvemerr. 
{ We ſte here an Anliwer to.thar great Que-_ 
Fitjion ; - How Jong areave like to [uffer un- 
Þ der thoſe Temporal Fudgments, which New- 
+ England zs bleeding wnder ? When will 
Fthey be removed in Mercy, or how long 
Fare they like to continue ? Here is the An- 
fwer, -as long as the Hearts of Men are 
4 dlinded and hardned-: Until they have” 
[their Eyes opened, and fee how they have 
e $oftended God, and. their Hearts melted for 
i- Fit. And how long ſhall this be? Lord, 
how long! How long ? Shall it be until the 
iTowns in New-England bz laid waſte, and 
d they become Deſolate without an Eng/zfh + 
2yFinbabirant ! - Believe it, Sirs, outward Judg- * 
of ment will never be removed in Mercy, - un-- 
4-Þt!l Spiritual Judgments be removed. TIf-. 
ik Foutward Judgments be removed, and Spi- 
oF | ritual 


38 A- Diſcourſe of © 
ritual Judgments remain, or come in the 
' *fo0m of the other, that will be a Thouſand 
times more dreadful. We have no Reaſon: 
to expect, ®that God will put up His Sword 
unti} Men are brought to fee what He cond 
tendswith.them for. Would you know why 
theſe Judgments ' are..continued ſo long 
Would you know why New-E7g/2nd hat 
been from Year to Year under the amazing 
Hand of Heaven 2 A Prophet has told you F 
the reaſon, Ferem. 44.10. They are nf © 
humbled unto this Day : Alas, for the Peoþ 
ple of New-England,* they are not humbled t 
unto this Day ! Therefore the Hand of thi 74 
Lord lies heavy upon them ſtill. You would®c 
fain ſee an end of theſe Judgments and Dayſ& 
of Peace again. If you would, I mull 
rell you from-the Lord what you muſt doÞ;®! 
O pray to God, thot Spiritual Judgment Hi 
may be removed, ard Outward Judg Pri 
"ments will be fo too. . God will ſoon tunſstÞ: 
His Hand upon the Heathen, and reftonf.it 
Peace unto His People, P/alm 81. 13, 1 Wt 
x5. Oh that my People had hearkned un Go 
. ame! I would have ſoon ſubdued their Eng 
- mies, and the Haters of the Lord ſhowlf £0! 
have ſubmitted themſelves to Him: Big Ne 
' Their Time ſhould have endured ſor ever. Sig 


Fartneſs of Heart, &c. © 29 * 
We proceed unto the: Second Particular 
il t be enquired, into, namely, | 
What are the Signs of Men's being given 
7 L, to Fudicial _—_ of Heart, and 
= ndneſs of Min? 
- For anſwer, rhis muſt be premiſed, 'Thaz 
; it cannot ord! 'narily be known, that this or 
bi Man 75 under that Fudicial Hardneſs, | 
which 7s a Reprobating Judgment. There 
F is an Everlaſting Qbduration, which none 
off but Reprobate Sinners are the SubjeCts of: 
\Þ None but Veſſels of Wrath, who are made 
1 for Diſhonour and DeftryCtion, as the A- 
Jon ſhews, Rom. 9. 22. But this cannot }. 
ordinarily diſcerned ; for the Ele&t of 
i God do ſome of them remain under dread- 
*F Hardneſs and Blindneſs, and that for a - 
o long time. It was ſhew'd the laſt Opportu- * { 
ofÞfity, that Manaſſeb and Pau! were under 
- prodigious Hardn@ls of Heart, and for all 
$.that,Vee/s of Mercy both of them. And thus 
y& it was with ſome Thouſands of thoſe Zews, 
144, who had an Hand in Crucitying the Son of 
"wa As 2. 22, 23. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 
{ing to thoſe very Men who Crucifted the . 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, tells them, that Jeſus of 
TE Nazareth wasa Man approved of God, by 
'F Signs and Miracles,as,fays he,To yourſelves 
Cl Yo know,and Him have you taken, and with 
wicked 
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k,40,” 4 Diſcomſe F. F 
" wicked Hands cruci fied and Nairn. Now chat | 
wasa moſt prodigious Hardneſs of Heart in 1 
them; that when the Lord Jeſus was known 
tobe approved of God; and when there werg 
Sipns-and Miracles fron# Heaven wrou 
bejore their Eyes to convince them tharfd | 
* Nazareth was the true Meſſiah, yell 
£ that they ſhould lay their Hands on hin 
and Crucihe and Murder him : Y et the 
Men, Thouſands of them, who had heir 4 
Heatts thus hardned, had them. ſoftned aÞ 
terwards. - Peter's Sermon pricked them at 
the Heart. There was a time, when not 
thing would reach their Hearts; but whalſ 
God's Time for their Converſion was comeK: 
their Hearts were broken: They becams Z 
Penitent Believers, truſting in Him for thi 
Eternal Salvation of their Souls, whom thel 
bloody Hands had Murther'd. . It cannd 3 
then ordinarily be known whoare the Sub-E 4 
jets of Divine Reprobation : Men cannot - 
ph themſelves to be Reprobate, much Gt: 


ta 
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leſs can they know others to be 1o. Ronl 
It. 34. Who hath known the Mind of the 
- Lord, or-who hath been His Counſellor! 
” Who was there with God before the World Ei 


began, when the Book of Life was writtd 
to adviſe Him whoſe Names he ſhould ſak 


down in that Book. Only in one Caſe thi F | 
maf "p 


E 
= 
| 1 


Hoduſs if RA &. 4 
8 Linh be known, that is,” when a Sinner is - . 
left of God to*commir the Sin againft the 
F ” 7 Ghoſt. For although God's Ele&t may 
Wommit all other Sins, they may fall into' 
he moſt grievous and horrid Sins that poſ= 
Ibly can be, nevertheleſs, as to thazparri- 
flar Sin God preſerves them from ity.who 
Shg unto his EleQtion'&f Grace. Marr 
E231, 32. All manner of Sin and Blaſpbe- 
x af? be forgrven unto, Men, but the 
laſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not ' 
; bogs Some coniffmt*that Sin, and 
kf Ih: t they may be know'to be ſuch, is evi- 
lent from what the Apoſtle Fohn ſpeaks, 
Þþ 7b 5-16, There #s a Sin unto es 
[door ſay that you ſhould pray for it. His 
Þ Meaning is, You may by no means: pray 
"er thoſe that have finaed that Sin which is * 
""Wto Dearh: Such a Caution would be 
"Þ vain, if none there were that did ever 
IF pmmit that Sin. or that could be known * 
Þ have committed it. Now this Caſe on- 
«| } excepted, a Man cannot be known to be 
B0der Eternal Reprobation and Obduration. 
his notwithſtanding, there are ſome con- 
rag, Ening whom, there is fad cauſe to fear, 
S# ic hhovld be ſo with them, - dreadful 
lgns of Judicial Blindneſs. and Hardneſs 


And who are they ? 
Anſwer 


43. 4 Diſiowſe » f_ 

Affiver 1. When Sinful Creatures | an x 
not Converted, but grow. zoorſe and 01 Fu Þ1S 
under precious Means of Grace; they ha ha 
cauſe-to fear, left the Fudement bere in 
Text be inflifted'on them, This is intimt 
ted/inthe Words before us, Shur therr Fyzl 

* maketherir Hearts fat, (or hard)- leſt 1h 
. ſhould be conveftedand healed. So thi 
Men are under Penal Blindneſs and Har 
nets, 1/azah's Miniftry will never convellif 
- them ; ' and if they be not convert 
\ by ſuch a Mines that, it is a {ad Sie 
that they are under 1 Judicial Diſpenfariong. - 
When Sinners are become” Sermon-proolfy... 
that no Arrows that can be ſhot by theBo; 
of the Goſpel can pierce them, when 
Bullet can wound their Heart for rhenlh.” 
" that argues, that they are overgrown ' wills. 
deſperate Hardneſs. When all rhe Pail 
_ that can betaken with them to reform 
"refine them. is but Labour loſt, and fpal 
in vain, It 15 a fearful Symptom, erty, 
6. two laſt Verſes. The Bellows are burdligi 
(fays the Prophet) the Founder me!terh Wi 
. vain. Reprobate Silver ſhall Men call rel 3 
\ the Lord hath rejetted them. It is a Wi 
Sign, that Sinful Creatures are rejetted] 
the Lord, and that they are Reprobate I 
Ver, when the Bellows . are bilthr. oy 4 
Ounayy 
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his Servants take Pains with them for their 
Wonverſion, and all invain. TheMiniftry 
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| Founder melts in vain: When God and 
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thich they have-lived under hath had an 


Wminency in it. Tt has been a.very Spiritual 
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diniftry, with which there has "been * 
rear Preſence of God, -: a ect DINNETS Te- 
a: unconverted and hardnied in their Sins 


mW; iis a very ill Sign. © Soit was with 


"Wc 7ewos, whom this Text has Reference 


-Þ. (The Lord ſent extraordinary Men-of 


. Þ0d among them, to preach to them; Men 
Wt extraordinary Gifts: He [ſent Prophets 


"them, and Apoſtles to them, and art laſt | 


pe Son. of God himſelf appeard in Fleſh, 


MWdbecame their Minifter ; tor which Cauſe 
Wis faid of Chriſt, that he was a Mini/ter of 
we C:rocumei/ton, Rom. 15.8. for that he 
Weached the Goſpel to the Fes, who are 

plied the Circumciſion, but many of them 
Who ſat under it were never Cotiverted by 
3 nity, _ If the Lord does furniſha 
ar 


Stcople with 


itety of Means and Spiritual 


| Wits, for the Good of their Souls, ſending 


Weutenger after Mefſenger, with Variety 
It Gifts, and much of His Spirit with them, 
3K 1n them, but all their Labour proves 
Wcnectual,it is a fad fign of JudicialObdura- 
$01, Thus it was with the Zews, Jer. 25.4. 
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1 have ſent all my" Servants the. Prophetsfl;, 
riſing early, and ſendingthem. The Lowes: 
ſent them all one after-another.. There a 


above Twenty Prophets, whoſe Names g 


mentioned in,the Scripture, that God 4 
ſend to'Convince and Convert that Peoph 
. but”all their Sexmons.could do noGood y 
"on. them. - There are ſome, and many 
that live under the Goſpel, - with whom 
* Is, as the Prophet ſpeaks concerning the bali 
ren Heath in the Wilderneſe, Zerem. 17.0 
I: fees not Good, when Goad comes. Tod 
comes Good, there comes Rain from Hell 
ven, and falls on the Heath, bur it is ndif 
bettered ; it is not made Fruitful by. ly 
Good *that comes upon it. + So it is wil 
the Deſart Souls of many ; their Souls al* 
like the parched Wilderneſs. Good coma. 
tothem, and yet they ſee: not Good; thi 
Dews of the Goſpel deſcend upon thee; 
God cauſeth the Rain of His Word to conf; 
down, the Show'rs -of Heaven come dom J 
- upon. their Souls every Lord's Day ; for; 
that they ſee not Good, © they are not madiy 
iruitfu] no morethan the Barren Wilderneſs; 
That is a Sign that-rheir Souls are. und? 
the Curſe, and that Spiritual Plagues a ; 
-— upon them. «Much more is it a fad Symp fy 
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tom, when Sinful Creatures, inſtead of baſh. 
.1ns : | 
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fed, 


3... Hardneſs of Heart, &c. 45” 
s, ing! Converted, become more Sinful and 
zcd-hearted, "uder the Means of Grace, 
ten 'tis with them, as it is faid of the | 
= Woman, Mark 5..26. that ſhe. had: 
dt all her Eſtate on the Phyſicians, .and 
W1orbs ng better'd, butrather grew worſe. - 
; When Spiritual Phyficians have done * 
"beſt for the Healing the Soul of 2 
Imer, and he is nothing better d, but ra- 
worſe, this is a doletul Sign indeed ; 
AF iS in a dangerous State, nothing 
Wa Miracle can fave him, yet ſo it is 
With ſome that enjoy the Goſpel, and the | 
bo ho inances of it. Hence the Apoftle faid 
the Cor7nthians, Ton come together, not 


Fi better, but for the worſe, 1 Cor.11. 

B+ I hey were not (ſome*of them ) the 

ms ett ter for Sermons and Sacraments, but the 
oe ;- their Hearts more hardned, and 


; ir Minds blinded. The bleſſed Ordinan- 
Ws wot the Goſpel had, through their own 
fault, an hardening and blinding Efficacy 
of h their Souls. It is a fad thing, when 

T Word of God hath no orher Effett upon 
WY &. but to draw forth their Corruprions, 
Gs t it doth but occafion them to fin againſt 
I Þ; ' As ſome Hearers of the Word, what 
$'they do? They will blaſpheme the 


f | Jord, and revile the Diſpenſers of it, cha | 
that . & 
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46 A Diſcourſe of ; 
that is all the Good they,get by it. Solis 


was with the 7ews at Antroch, Ads 


45.. when Pau/ preached the Goſpel, th 


Contradicted and” Blaſphemed ; © this w 
all _ the Good they got. This argues « 
ſperate Hardneſs of Heart. 1 
4 2. When Menare not Reformed bygi 
 aoful Fudements of God, that 7s. a WM 
that they are Blind:d and Hardned. WI 
are-more blind than they that will not 
Now when Menare not Reformed and Gal 
verted from their Sins, although the Hal* 
of Divine Judgments. is lifted up over thalf*' 
It is becauſe they will not ſee. 1/arab4 ll 
IO, I1.. Lord, when thy Hand 7s. 1ifted i 


02 


they will not ſee : They will not behold-1 
Majeſty of the Eord. There is a Divine 
jeſty diſcovered in awful Judgments ; tl 
Glory ofthe Divine Attribiites ſhines brig 
ly.,vwhen it is ſo; it is becauſe Men w:// not 
bold the Majeſty of the Lord, when they 

not ſee the Glory or the Lord therein ; tliſÞ*< 
might eafily: ſee, but they will not © 
Thus it is.with many thar are judici 

given ' up to Spiritual Plagues; G6 
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tControverſie with a People ' ( and fo wif 
particular Perſons ) is written in Legal 
.Characters on. thoſe Judgments which 
- does execute. upon them, +P/2/. 9. 16. F D 
args 
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1 Heir4t2:(s of Heart, GC. PE 
ues great Hardneſs of Heart, when Mer. 

} lo : not awakned and reformed by the Judg- 
nts of God uþory others round about 
. A Malctactor that ſees others exe- 
ted before his Eyes, and yet {hall conti- 
e at the fame time tg commit, thoſe very 
Wes that he ſees: others puniſhed for, 1s 
Bly-an hard-hearted Creature. So it is 
hen Men perſiſt in their Sins, notwith- 
nding the Execution done on their Neigh- | 
Wurs. They ſee God killing their Neigh- 
Wurs for thoſe very Sins which they them- 
Ives. have been guilty of, and yet they 
mil go on in them, .and do. not fear; that 
ews, that they have ſotriſh ſtupid Hearts, 

at their Heatts are made fat. It is faid, 

pos 2.8, The Lion bath roared, and who 

V/ n0t-fear £ So when the Judgments of 

> Lord are abroad in the Earth, eſpecially 

o l they come near to us, the Lion hath roared. 
ow if there are no Tremblings of Heart, - 
4 fre. is woful Hardneſs. Thus it was with 
e two. Tribes; they ſaw the Judgmentsof 

jd upon their Brethren and Neighbours, 
yet they were fearleſs and ſenſeleſs, 

© went 'on, committing thoſe very Sins, 
E which thoſe Neighbours of theirs were 
troyed before their Eyes, Fer. 3.8. I, 

of p' the»Lord, gave a Bill of Divorſe 10 


amart a. 
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*-- did foretel that it would be. The Church 


_  donot repent, but live in that very Sin. 


> & | Mare 
* Samarta, yet ber treacherazs-S1ſter Judaly , 
feared not, but went gn Woes the Harla;. 
Zudah ſaw the Fury of the Lord pour'd dow 
from - Heaven upon the Ten Tribes, yall 
feared not, bur went on to commit 'Spi 
tual: Whoredom, went on in thoſe very it 
that (zod had deftroy'd others for. And.ju 


ſo it has been with ApoRtate Chriſtians ini 


vzS% 


latter Ages of the World, as the Scripture - 


l 
in' A/:a have been deftroy'd in ſpecial fq 3 
that Sin in Idolatry, for their worſhip, 
of Graven Images; the ord hath deliverWÞ;.. 
* them into the Hands ot the Tzr&s, unde oe 
whom they have been in Slavery, for Ageiay.. 
one after another. The Chriſtians in th [7M 
Weſt had ſeen thoſe Horrible Defolationſh;.. 
and yet repented not. Thus, have we ſc 
the Divine Oracle fulfilled. Rev. 9. 20 g@ 
- The reſt of the Men that were not. killd 4 
by thoje Plagues, yet repented not of that 
Works, that they ſhould not worſhip Idolify, 
Alrhough the Papifſts in the Weſt have ſaalf;y 5 
what God hath done to-the Chriſtian Nas 
tions -for their Worſhiping Idols, yet dia, 


| $22: 


is becauſe God hath given them up ro Penilſhy;...: 
Blindneſs of Mind, and Hardneſs of Heall £7 


Much more "when the Judgments of Het A 
Va 
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| Hardneſs of Heart, &c. *49 
W ven light 'upon Men themſclves, if they are 
not awakned and reformed thereby.it ſhems : 
Mthat their Hearts, are dreadtully hardned.. _ 
SThus it was with this People. whom the 
ext before us ſpeaks of, as an EiteQ and 
1 Sign of their Obduration. 1/az. 42. 24, 
_= ho 2ave Jacob to the $porl, and Iſrael 
"$97 e Robbers * Did not the Lord, He a- 
einſt whom we have ſinned * He kindled 
"G8 Err upon them, but they knew 1t not, and 
lh burned them, yet they lard it not 10 Heart, © 
WNo, alas, they did not lay it to Heart, fo 
ils to reform their evil Ways. They did 
da not know how ſuch a Fire came to be kin- 
>» Wed amongſt them; they did not ſee the 
Sfland rhat fzt them on Fire. Why? but 
cauſe they were blind, The Prophet 7e- 
Fm makes the fame Complaint, thar 
Fw gy were ſtrangely hardned, ſince they 
"$0 4d not reform, when the Judgments of 
7 Wd were upon them, ready ro ſwallow 
"Ftem up. Fer. 5. 3. Lord, tho: baſt ſmit- 
& Wen them, but they have not gricvay. So 
" $upid and Senſcleſs were they ; thus were 
ler Hearts farmed: Thou baſt conſumed 
em, but they recerved not Correttion, 
- Wiley were not corretted and reformed by 
# x waſting Judgments 07 God upon them : 
vl ref ed 10 return, ard made therr 
Hearts 
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Hearts harder than a Rock. Truly, this ig 

2 fign, that the Hearts of Men 'are mad$ 
habe: than a Rock, when Judgments can: 
not amend them. So it was with Pharaoh 
when he- was under Judicial Hardneſs 8g 
Heart; when it,was ſo with him, Te 
Plagues could not open his Eyes, or ſoftdl 
his Heart: The Lord had hardned ht 
Heprrt, and {hut his Eyes by a Judicial Diff 
penfarion upon him, and now Fen Sink 4 
one after another do him no Good ; bef®! 
lieve it, there isnot a blacker Mark of Ref cl 
probarion than this, when Men are not af 
all better'd by AMiCtions; there cannor b* 
a blacker Sign than that is. Thus it 
noted of Ahaz, 2 Chron. 28. 22. in the tins £2 
of his Dittreſs he did treſpaſs yet more wo 
- gainſt the Lord. Thzs zs that Ahaz, faf® 
. the Reprobate! Here he is; a Man, tha Þ 
though Difſtrefſes came upon bom, he bef 
. came more wicked than he was betoreF> 
God himſelf ſpeaks of ſich Men, as though" 
he knew not what to do with them; f; a 
ſpeaks of them, as though they were Hops 4 
leſs and Helpleſs, in their Sin and Mie b 
Iſa. 1.5. Why ſhould you be ſmitten ath 
more, you will revolt more and more ? Whalff 
ſhould I take any Pains with you tor, fait! 
God? You are pak Linn, and therefor E 
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14a Care; and thus Ezekel 24. 13. Ir is 
and awtul Scripture, Becaxſe (ſays the Lord } 
fgbave purged thee, and thou waſt -not - pur- 
od, 7hou ſhalt not be purged any more, 1n- 
Tal my Fury reſt upon thee. , God ſought to 
EMrge, that is, to reform them, by the Judg- 
pFents We brought upon them; but they 
Jiffcte not purged nor reformed. Therefore 
na Lord gave them up, reſolving to uſe no 
'helore Means upon them in vain. The Fire 
ReaÞits the Wax, bur hardens the Clay ; fo 
+ aþ6S the Fire of Aﬀficton melt and foften 
- þ&& Hearts of God's Elect, but it hardens 

+ F& Hearts of Reprobate Sinners. 
:m4.3-, When Men are given up to a Spirit 
ea Error and Delufions in Matters of Rel:- 
(on, wherein the Eternal Salvation of their 
haſt#/s 75 concerned, It 1s a Sign that the 
- heſprd has ſmitten them with Spiritual Blind- 
eſs) and that He hath in a Judicial Way 
nofpuverd them into the Hands of Satan, 
J deceive, and delude, and damn them. 
oneÞÞus it was with the falſe Prophets; no 
ſery wbt but ſome of them did verily think. 
- Aut their falſe Prophefſies were true ones, 
[ha that they were infpired by God, and 
cir 829d Angels, when they were deceived 
foie Devil and his Angels, Mzcajab ſaid 
pa #426, the Lord hath put a Lying Syirit 
| : C 2 into 


7 
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into theſe thy Prophets; 1 Kings 22. 3® 
God permitted them to be impoſed on h 
Satan in Judgment to hab, and thoſe whiff 
would not ' believe, when the Lord fa 
faithful Prophets among them; and yi 
theſe Prophets*imagined that what thi 
{41d was trom Divine Inſpiration. * Hend 
in Verſe 24. Zedekiab ſaid Which Bay maſs 
the Spirit of the.Lord from me to ſpeakiÞ;. 
thee £ Thou fait; it is a Lying Spirit; na. 
- bur ir is the Spirit of the Lord that hat þ 
told me, that A4hab.ihall proſper in his kf 
pedition at Ramotrh Gilead. How thi* 
ſhould the Spirit of the Lord tell thee, rh 
he ſhould fall there? There 'is a Paſly il 
in Ezckiel, which ſeems to refer to tl" 


Deluſion of the falſe Prophets in Abd pO 
time, v2. .that in Eze. 14. 9. If the Pf C 


Phet be. decerved, I the Lord have decero h 
that Prophet. That ſeems to be an han” 
Word, and we might not have ſpoken] F. 
if the Lord had nor ſpoken it firſt. Hay. 
_ doth the Lord deceive Men, but by givi Mil; 
them up into .the_Hands of Satan ! Wh 
thus it is with thoſe that do obſtinately iÞ;* 
here unto any Fundamental Error in Rd Mith 
ion; which notwithſtanding they may! 
Neve is Truth, yea.” rare Truth. WasP®! 
not ſo with ſome Chriſtians in the Chunp - 


£ 
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bf Thyatira, by the Righteous Judgment of 


$TGod upon them! Rev. 2. 24. The depths. 
1h Satan, as they ſpeak; they did ipeak 
aWe<r this manner. Theſe are deep Myfte- 
[” , Tare Truths, extraordinary Diſcove- 
but, ſaith the Lord, They are Depths 
the "Sys No hetter, nor no other than Sa- + 
@vigal Deluſtons; and it was once thus with 
Ws ie greateſt part of the profeſledly Chriſtian 
\þYorld, as an Effet of the Holy Wrath 
nd God.. The World was ſuddenly over- 
j rhelm'd with Arianiſin. The whole World 
las -Zerom ſpeaks) /ighd and wonder d to 
wee 7t ſelf become an Arian. Chriſtians 
oy erally were then (as, alas, they are now ) 
ply Chriſtians in Name, and not in Heart, 
4 Thich provoked the Lord to plague the 
fold with Arzanifm. The Dragon call a 
bl Fvod out of his Mouth, Rev. 12. 16. The 
Irian Hereſte wasa Flood, which had like - 
b have drowned the whole Chriſtian World: . / 
It once. 
Hd | There are Millions of Souls among the | 
oi fiſcrable Children of Men ,- that this is" 
teir Caſe; they are by a Judicial Att of. 
2 bY: delivered unto Satan, to deceive: them 
F nith falſe Perſivaſions, in Matters of Reli- - @ 
yl "Ws ſo it is with the whole .numerous 
wiſh Nation ar this Day. They have in 


Ly * | 
11! on | their 
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their Ta/muds the moſt monſtrous Fable 
that can bethought of, and yet they verily !* 
believe them. The Kightcous Lord hay ® 
given them up to Spiritual Deluſion. Ani} 
thus it is with Mahomerans. One woulft 
think it were not poflible tor Men that hay 
kartional Souls, to belicve. ſich abſul 
things aS ate in the Turkiſh Alcoran. It 
firange to think thar ſich an one as Mublf# 
met, an lenorant Wretch, that could not 
muchas write his own Name, {hould de th 
ceive fech Mulrtitudes as he did, but mw th 
{hall ceaſe to wonder at it, if we conlidaS 
who is their King. Rev. 9. 11. ſpeaks q® 
thoſe, that are of Mahomet's Re/1gron , 0 W 
them "tis ſaid, that, Their King #s tbe Af & 
gel of the Bottcmleſs Pit, bzs Name # | Wl 
baddon and Apollyon. That ſuch an inc th 
ſiderable Perſon as Mahome! was, ſhoul ® 
. be able to Corrupt whole Nations, at ons {n 
ſeems prodigious: nor could ir have beaf# 
If the Wrath of Heaven, «had nor deliver 
them into theHand of-him. whoſe Nameſſ** 
*Abeddon, that is, the Devil, ſo named, lf 
cauſe of his being a Deitroyer of Soul aC 
There ars things as Fabulcus and as Ab? 
in the Popiſh Religion, as in any oth" 
Their DccEtrine of Tren/wub/tantiation " ? 


contrary to Common Senſe and Realon, ae . 
you's: 
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7 yet they believe it. Their Legends have _ 
md as fooliſh Lies in them. as can be told, and . 
anyct they believe them,. as if they were Go- - 
fel. Now Paz! tells us how this comes 
a7 paſs, 2 Theſe 2.11, 12. God ſhall ſend 
ber ſtrong Deluſions, that they i ſhould be-- 
Ir eve 2 Lie. When ſtrong Delufions are ſent 
pon Men, and that from God in a judicial 
ir (way, to puniſh them for their not receiving 
J the Truth, then they will believe a Lie; 
4 they will believea Lying Legend isas true, 
deg the Goſpel it ſelf. Srrong Deluſion, itis 
41 the Original the Efrcacy of Errour. 
. | When Men can believe Abſurd Things, and 
"1 Contradictions, and Impothibilities, and 
. Jvhen they are Violent, and Obſtinate, and 
cord Eierce, in maintaining theſe Things, here 
ws now the Eficacy of Errour, that God 
nod Ends upon them. What Monſtrous, yea, 
aff Abat Helliſh Opinions have ſome that call 
Jo themſelves Chriſtians maintain'd, through 
nee Tremendous Judgments of God blinding 
Mtheir Eyes. That ever it ſhould be faid to ' 
a2 Church as it was faid to the Church of 
MEEr2amws , Rev. 2. 15. Thou baſt thoſe 
rhe$9P1cÞ hold the Pottrine of the Nicholaitans, 
, $wbich zhing Ihate. Fhe moſt odious things * 
aF{lat could be, they held. Their Doctrine 
' vas, That Idolarry and Adultery was no Sin. 

C 4 | That - 
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' That Men might- coramit thoſe Sins, and 
yet be Saved, though they never Repented 
of them. Thar Liberty to Live in Sin, Þ/® 
was 2 part of their Chriſtian Liberty. Thus 
had God given them*up in a Judicial way, 
to {ich horrid Blindneſs as that was. There 
ere Men in our Days, who call themſelves 
Chriſtians. who could not pofiibly believe 
ſuch Things, and Hold ſuch Opinions as 
they do, were they not, in Judgment. blind- 
ed. Whar can we think otherwiſe of them'F 
that ſay, The Souls of Men are Mortal; ha 
that their Souls die, when their Bodies die, 
And that there is no Puniſhment for Sin, 
but'in this World. Tt were impoltible for 
Men, that have not only the. Light of Na-F 
ture, but the Word of God to enltghten: 
- them, to believe ſuch Errors, it God had 
not in Judgment ſhut their Eyes, and {mit- 
ten them with Penal Blindneſs. It is with 
many as it is ſaid concerning the Idol Shep- 
herd, Zech. "11-47. The Sword of the Lord 
zs on bis right Eye. and his right” Eye ſhall 
be ztterly darkned. Were it nor fo. that 
the Sword of the Lord is on the right Eye < 
fome Men, they could not believe as theft 
do; bur their right Eye. the Eve of their 
Soul and Underft anding is utterly darknedy} 4 
and if the Eys be darkned, how = is that 
| Darknets ? | . i Jenl 


= Hardneſs of Heart, &c. og > 
4. When Men are Apoſtates from the 
Holy Truths andTWays of God, theres cauſe 
bo fear, that thep are under a juidictal Diff . 
S$hen/a1ron blinding and bardning their 
F-a7ts. Such an one was Reprobate Sau/, * 
WM $27. 15. 11. The Word ofthe Lord came 
So Samuel, ſaying , Saul 7s turned back 
-Wrom following me, and bath not performed 
Ty Commandment, When Men go back 
fom following the Lord, it is a ftgn, that 
they" are ſuch as Saz/ was, ſuch as the Lord 
j. [hath and will reject. There are Doral 
' (dpoſtates, Apoſtates as to the Matters of 
Faith : thoſe Holy Truths, which once they 
did believe, now they diſown, and are de- 
Inarted from them : The Scripture hath fore-= 
Fold chat there will be ſuch in the laſt Days;. . 
and thar they will be Men ufider judicial - 
tardneſs of . Heart. 1 17m. 4. 1, 2. In the 
Plater Days, ſome ſhall depart from the 
tath, having therr.Conſciences ſeared with 
4 (4 bot Iron. A ſeared Conſcience: is: the : 
ime with a deſperately hardned Heart ; : 
ad thus it is many times with: Apoſtares. 
q gs that thoſe De/erters, who for- 
eye 


Ke the Blelled Ways of God, and never : 
ir {urn to them again, are given up to Penal . 
4.4.0 Eternal Blindneſs. Such the Prophet 
atpraks of, Fer. 8. 5. This People. of Jeruſa- 
mw 4 GC 5 lem . - 
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lem zs /idden back by a perpetual Backſ|; 
ding . they refuſe to return. They th 
Backilide from the Ways of God with ; 
perpetual Back{liding, are the Generatiaſ 
of God's Wrath, and the Eternally Hated 
His Soul. It is a certain Truth, that nor 
but Reprobates ſhall turn Everlaſting Apt 
ftates. 2 17m. 2. from Verſe 16, to 21 
The Apoftle ſpeaks. concerning ſome, tha 
had erred concermmg the Iruth, ſaying, thf & 
Reſurreftion 7s paſt already ;” nevertheleſd 
faith he; zhe Forndation of God ſtands fre] © 
#be Lord knowgth who are His. AS inT 
great Houſe thereare Veſlels of Honour anf 
Diſhonour, 10 it is in the Houſe of Gol 
the - Viſible Church. You may conclud 
rhat they thaterr and depart from the Trutlf. 
and never ſet their Fundamental Errors, at s; 


Veſſels of Diſhonour. They do not belon My 
to the Foundation of God. to His Electtig, 
of Grace. There are alio Prat?ical! Aff 

 Ntates, Men that have made a Beginning! Fa 
the praCtical part of Religion, and att, 
that fallen away. There was a time, wh... 
they would pray in their Families, and Jg,, 
may be in their Cloſers,. and frequent gh. 

Meetings, and aflcciate themſelves witfh, 

rhem, that fear the»Lord : But they haſhj 

caſt oft the thing that is Good. Now thifyig; 


- 
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4 do not pray, nor join themſelves with thoſe 
that fear and ſerve God. 'The Lord ſpeaks, 
q as it He would have no more to do with 
vg fch vile Creatures, as thoſe are, Ho/. 6. 4. 
What ſhall I do unto thee, O Ephraim ? What 
W/ha!! I do unto thee, O Judah ? For your 
PBGoodneſs 1s as a Morning Cloud, and as the 
Wearly Dew 7t goes away. They would ſeem 
NT to be good ſometimes, and confeſs their 
4 Sins, pray to God, and promiſe Reforma- 
tion, and the like : Bur their Goodneſs did 
T1 foon go away ; like the Morning Cloud it 
NY was gone, and like the early Dew , thar 
MF afteth but for a little while. When Men 
' have been externally Reforma, but after 
UG that, return to their ungodly Courſes again, 
wF'that is a Black Mark upon rhem, a Diſmal 
» 4 Sign indeed. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome 
10 thar eſcape the Pollutions of the World, 
tid through the Knowledge of Chriſt. The Go- 
if gol hath had thar power upon them -to re-_ 

J 'iorm rhem ; who nevertheleſs return again 
aft to their former Bondage unto Corruption, 
VF and with the Dog to his Vomit, and with 
dk 'Wine'to wallowing 'in the Mire : Ir is to 
SJ be feared that ſach woful Creatures are 
1 Dogs and Swine, and not Sheep, not the 
JHeet of God. They are in a worſe Condi- 
[tion than thoſe periſhing Creatures, that 
| never 
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i never had the Goſpel, nor a4 Sermon preach- 


ed to them. Therefore the Apoſtle faith, 
It had been better for them not to have 


Rnown the way of Rrghteouſneſs. than after } 
tbey have known, 10 turn from the Holy Com-F 
mandment, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. There arg Þ 
ſometimes viſible Marks and Impreſlions of 
Divine Vengeance on the Souls of Great;| 


Apoſtates, the Marks of a Divine. Dere- 
{ittionare ladly to be ſeen upon them. And 
therefore it comes to paſs, that the Com- 
mon (Grace, and thoſe Spiritual Gifts, which, 
' once they had, are taken from them, Mat. 
25. 29. From bim that bas not, ſhall be tu- 


ken away, egen that which he bay. True] 


Eſpecial Saving Grace, the Man had nor, 
only Common Grace and Heavenly Gitts, 
. he has been made partaker of. It niay be 
he could pray excellent well, with good 
 Aﬀection: but he harh departed from God, 
and now God isdeparted.from him. ſo that 
he cannot pray, the Blaſting of God is upon 
his Soul, and thoſe Gifts which he had are 
withered. It is with him, -as 1t was with 
the Barren Fig-tree, after the Lord had 
Curſed it; Peier ſaid to Chriit, Bebold the 
Fig-tree, which thou Curſedfr, is witherel 
..- eway, Mat. 11. 21. Itis a fad Sign, that 
Mtn are under a Secret Curſe of. the Lord, 


wha 
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- | when they are withered, andthat they are 


deſigned for the Fire. If a Man abzdeth not 


þ7z me (ſays Chrift) he zs caſt forth as a 


| Branch, and is withered, and caſt into the 
TF:re, John 15.6. When once Men become 
F-w:tbered Profefiers of Religion, that their 


Common Grace is gone, and thole Gifts of 


| the Holy Spirit, which once they had, are 


taken away from them; this W7her7ng is 
2 Sign, that God intends them for the Fire. 
Again, when Men once turn Apo/tates , 
they are uſually more wicked than they - 
were before ; they prove the worſt of Men. 
A Sign that God has in Judgment given 
them up to Satan, and to their own -Hearts 
Luſts, when they have been ſwept and gar- 
niſhed ; but after that, Seven Devils come 
tor one before, and their latter End is worſe 
than their Beginning. Apo/tates do ſome- 
times become Arherz/ts and Prophane Scof-_* 
ters at all Religion. So did Porphyry and 
Lucian of old. Yea, ſometimes Apoſtates 
turn from Profeſiion to Perſecution, ſo as to 
hate thoſe Truths, which once they made a 
Profetſion of, and to perſecute thoſe Faith- 
tul Servants of God, that once they had an 
high Value for. You read in As 19. 33. 
ot one A/exander an_Ephefian Jew, who 


did hazard himſelf to fave Pax/; but it | 
{eems, 


* 
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an Apoſtate, and Par/, according to his. 
Duty, Excommunicated him, 1 Tm. 1. 20.; 
That dreadful Ordinance did but hatden 


ſeems, this Alexander did prove afterwards | * 


his Hearr. 


ran, he became a Perſecutor of the Bleſied 
Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 4. 14. Alexander 7he Cop- 
per-ſmith did me much Evil, the Lord re- 
ward him for bis Work, Judicious Inter- 
preters conceive, that this A4/exander was 


irrall the Scriptures mentioned, was an FE- 
pheſian, him, does the Apoſtle after a man- 

- ner that was not uſual with him, imprecare, 
* Paul was not wont to pray againſt any Man, 
but belike he ſaw the Tokens of Reproba- 
tion on that Apoſtate, and therefore prays a- 
inſt him, inſtead of praying for kim. 
'Let it be further added here, that God, in 
Righteous Judgment, gives up fome Apo- 

. Rates to commit the Unpardonable Sin, 
Heb. 10. 25. For/ake not the aſſembling of 
your ſelves together, as the manner of ſome 

_ 7s: Here begins Apoſtacy in for/aking the: 
Aflembly 


After that the Apoſtle had in} 
Faithfulneſs to God , that» he might dif-# 
charge the Miniſterial Office, he was be-F 

- truſted with, 'delivered\ A/exander to Sa-F 


"the ſame with him mentioned in the As, | 
and the ſame that. was delivered»to Satan! 
'Tis evident that the Alexander ſpoken of| 


hays © y | — Ta SL. Mons ion ds ADL 
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T: Aembly of the Saints.. Men, with Guilty 


and Galled Conſtiences, will forſake thar® 
Miniſtry, that has Light and Fire in it, be-' 
cauſe it does ſcorch and torment them, as: 


| 'tis faid the Witnefles do them that dwell - 
| upon the Earth. But what does Apoftacy 


bring Men to at laſt? How does it end? 


'* How awtul are thoſe words in Heb. 10.26. 


If we fin wilfully, after we have received 
the knowledge of the Truth, there remains 
no. more Sacrifice for Sin. As tor wilful 
Apoſtares, which implies finning not. only 
againſt the cleareſt Lght, bur with the 
higheſt degree of Malice, there remains no 


\n{|#more Sacrifice for that Sin, Apoſtates then 
are in danger of becoming guilry of rhar Sin, 


which {hall never be forgiven in this World, 
nor in the World to come. Guilty of that 
Sin, which there is no Sacrifice for : And 
whoever they be that are given up to that 
Sin, they are under an Everlaſting Obdura- 
tion of Heart. There isno hope, that they * 
will ever be brought to Repentance. Heb. 
6. 6. If Men fall away after they have been 
once enlighined , and have taſted of the 
Heavenly Gift, and have been made Parta- 
kers of the Spirit of, God, and have taſted 
the Word of God, and tbe Powers of the 


| World to come, hey have ſeen by the Gor 


ſpel, | x 


\ 
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ſpel, That Heaven is a Glorious Place, and*.| 
*Hell a Dreadful Place; if after all theſe 
Enlightenings they fall away, 7r 7s impoſi- . 
ble they ſhould be reneted by Repentance. þ 
Many have thought, that it was thus with 
the Emperor 7u/7avp. He had been a Pro- $ 
feflor of the Chriſtian Religion, and a kind Þ 
of Miniſter too, a Reader in one of the } 
Churches; one that was defigned' for the F 
Service of God in the Miniſtry. This },; 
Man turned Apoſtate, and a moſt Malig- |, 
nant Perſecutor. He ſaid of the Holy [ye 
Scriptures, Anegnon, Egnon, Kategnon. I | 
have read them, I know them, I hate them. ,|y;, 
Concerning that- Man, the Chriſtians inMjp. 
. thoſe Days concluded, that he had com- {eq 
mitted the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and h; s, 
therefore they refuſed ro pray for him, al- far; 
. though he was their Emperor. And verily, [og 
(though I am loth to ipeak it) I tear there Jhar 
have been many in our Days, guilty of ze tiny, 
” Great Tranſzreſjion. In our Days, and lhe, 
in our Nation, Men have Apoſtatized ſhe 
from the Truth, and turned Perſecutors of friex 
' the People of God, and Scofters at Reli- fhirh 
gion, They were born -of Godly Parents, fag x 
* and had a Religious Edurtation. The Þþ {;; 
Time was, when they would meet with fp th 
thoſe who were Pious Perſons, to _ and fer { 
ourn 
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-| Mourn together, but afterwards thele Men 
(ſome of them Men of -great Name and - 
| Fame in the World) became _Scofiers at 
| Prayer, and at the Special Operations of 
the Spirir of God in the Hearts of His 
FElect in their Converſion. One may fear, * 
* Fthat ſuch hardened Sinners have. ftnned un- 
* Þpardonably. | | Bs 
| 5. When Men have ſinned away the Sp:- 
 Erit of God from them. When they have 
- had many Strivings of the Spirit, and fin- 
7 [ned away thoſe Strivings, and the Spirit of 
| [God is goneE from them, never to firive 
. Jwith them more; then moſt certainly their 
nefearts are hardened, and their Minds blin- 
- ded tor ever. Thus it was with Saz/, 
d Þ1 Sam. 16. 14. The Sprrit of the Lord de- 
|- parted from Saul. When the Spirit of 
/, bod ceaſes ftriving with any Soul, woe to 
E Jthat Soul for ever. He 1s pleaſed ro con- 
Y Finue ſtriving with ſome all their Days, all 
d Iheir Lives long; bur ir is not ſo wirh all. 
xl Iſhere are ſome that have ſo provoked and 
of frieved His Spirit, who hath been ſtriving 
U- Frith them, as that he goes away from them, 
iS, nd rhat for many Years before they die: 
he Fe ſuffers them ro live in the World to fill 
th kpthe Meaſure of their Iniquity , but ne- 
nd fer ftrives- with them again any : more, 
Ih! , | Gen. 
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Gen. 6.) 2. My Spirit ſhall not akvay} - 
firrve with Man, yet his Days ſhall be a - 
'bundred and twenty Tears. A Man may | 
live an Hundred Years after God's Spirit | 
hath ceaſed firiving with him. The Hol 
+ Spirit departed from the Zews many Yeay ' 
efore Death and Deftruction: overtookf 
them. Oh! (faith Chriſt ro Feruſa/en © 
. and He wept when he ſpake it) that thou f 
hadft known in this thy Day, the Thing 
of thy Peace, but now they are bid fron 
thine Eyes, Luke 19. 41. They had the 
Goſpel Preached to them Forty” Years after 
that, but the Things of their Peace wer 
then hid from rheir Eyes. When Ma 
have Conviction of Sin in their Conſciencg 
thoſe Convictions-are the Work of the He 
ly Spirit in them : When they are afraid 
Hell, and of the Wrath to come; Thati a 
a Work of God's Spirit: When it is wit, 
them, as it was with F/rx, who hearinfc.. 
Paul Preach about Righteouſneſs, Tempt 
rance and Judgment to come, he fell 
' trembling, ſuch Awakenings of Conſcien 
are from the Spirit of God, and therefor 
to {in them away is very dangerous. 
provokes God to relolve that He will ca 
vince ſuch ftubborn, wiltul, wicked Creſ; 
tures no more, nor f{irive with them ai 
| longe 


8 4 
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'} longer. One Sia againft clear Light, may 
provoke God to reſolve, that his Spirit 
{hall ftrive no& more. Was it.not ſo with 
'4 Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 22. for one Aft of Re- 
{ bellion, he was rejected. But uſually He 
$} waits long, and ftrives often with Sinners. 
| Tengimes did he ftrive with the Children 
| of I/racl in the Wilderneſs. 
' And when Sinners have good Afﬀections 
ſtirring in their Hearts, when they think . 
with themſclves, they muſt forſake their . 
Sins, and turn over a new Leaf: Whena . 
poor Creature thinks with himſelf, I muſt 
make ſure of an Intereſt in Chriſt, or Lam 
undone for ever; I will therefore go to God, 
{| and cry to Him, that He would give me 
"| Faith, and an Intereſt in Chriſt. When 
1 they are as it was with Agrippa, almoſt per- 
's /zaded to be Chriſtians. Theſe AﬀeCtions 
fare the Operations of the Holy Spirit in 
| their Hearts ; and therefore, if they tin a- 
Jway all theſe good Aﬀections, they ſin a- 
nf; way, and grieve away the Spirit of God 
-*Firom them, and then their Hearts will grow 
F exceeding hard. The Iron, that hath been 
Þ put into the Fire, if it grows cold again, 
4 it is harder than before : So as to the iron 
- FHearts of Men, when they have been put 
Into the Fire, when the Fire of the Work 
0 


Er 
as, 


den not your Hearts as an the Day of Pro 


ſign that they are under penal Blindneſs 


mo 
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of God, and the Fire of the Spirit of God, | , 


hath begun to melt and ſoften them, but 
they grow hard again, they are more hard- 


hearted than ever before. Believe it. Sirs, 
Men may grievethe Spirit of God till they 
. have grieved Him away for ever; though 
He is not wont to go away all at once} yetF 
at laſt He goes, and never comes again. Þ 
- And when it is ſo, poor finful Creatures, Þ 
- we may ſay of their Souls, as my Text 

ſpeaks of the Cities of Zudah, Therr Souls 
are laid waſte, and they ſhall become deſo-f 


late for ever. 
For then God gives them up to hardneſs 


of Heart, and blindneſs of Mind ; yea, He 
iwears in his Wrath, that they ſhall never 
enter into His Reſt; as in the 95 P/ain,h 


they grieved the Spirit of God for a long 
time, Forty years was He grieved. O har- 


vocation ! AS they did. againſt whom He 
fware in His Wrath, ſaying, If 7hey enter 
into my Reſt, If they doſo! What then! 
Says the Lerd, Let not mebe counted God 
any longer, zf theſe Rebellious hard-hearted 
Creatures ever ſee Heaven. 

6. When Men do not believe there is any 
Evil in Great and Damning Sins, it 15s 4 


dan 
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#nd Hardneſs : Thereare miany ſuch in the 
World. Idolatry is a damning Sin. No 

; Idolater ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God. _ 

F And yet Idolaters are ſo hardened and he- 

# ſotted by their Idols, as-they don't believe 

there is any Sin at all in their Superſtitious 

F Worſhip. So it was with I/-2e/ of old ; 

they ſaid, 7hey had not ſinged. Thou ſay- 
eſt, I am tmmocent, Jer. 2. 35. yet grievous 

. Idolaters. What is more plain than the 

Second Commandment, Thou ſhalt not make 
to thy ſelf any graven Image. Neverthe- 
te; an hardned Papift, all the Arguments 

. inthe World ſhall not convince him, that 

' hedoth Evilto fall down before Idols, be- 

| fore Images of Gold and Siver. I remem- 

ber a very Learned Papiſt maintaineth that 

Aaron did not fin when he made the Golden 

'} Calt, although Mo/es rold him, That he 

| had ſinned a great Sin. For all that, an 

Idolater affirms, that he ſinned not at all. ' 

| Here is the effe&t of penal Blindneſs. 
Oppreſſion is a great Sin; and yet ſome _ 

Men are ſo hardened, that they ſay it is'no 

din. Ephraim toves 10 Oppreſs, and yet he 

I ſaith, they ſhall find no Imquity in me, 

@} that zs Sin. And Perſecution 15S 4 grievous 

Sin; God hath ordained his Arrows againft 

Perſecutors, The Arrows of Divine Ven- 

geance 


\ 
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_ Will, a deſperately hardened Heart. Fohn 


- Eyes, and break thy hard Heart, the oy 
| ok. 


geance are prepared for them. And yet 
many Perſecutors believe they don't fin, be- 
cauſe they are Judicially hardened, P/al. 
14. 4. They eat up my People as they eat 


Bread. They make no more of devouring } 


the People of God, than a Man would do 
to eat Bread ; like Fo/eph's Brethren, who 
threw him into the Pit, -and were rot grie- 
ved for the Affliftion of Joleph ; they were 
not troubled, for what they had done. The 
time will come (lays Chriſt to his Apoſlles) 
that . Men will think they do God ſer- 
vice. to kill you. Such prodigious hard- 
neſs of Heart.and blindneſs of Mind. ſeizes 


woful Creatures. Unbelzef is a great Sin; and | 


yet there is many an Unbeliever under the 
Goſpel, that never bewailed his Guiltineſs 
in reſpect of rthar Sin. Pofitive Unbelief 
is an Evidence that the Man that is guilty 
of it, is under the power of an obſtinate 


5. 40. Jon will not come unto me that ye 
might have Life. How many are there, 
that never mourn'd for that Sin 2 How ma- 
ny in this Afſembly, that never thed one 


Tear, for their Unbeliet? And yet that is|, 
the-greateſt* Sin, that ever any among us þ 


| 


4 


'F 
|: 
qd 


was guilty of : When God {hall open thy 


VS 


a 
s 


| Sins of Omzſzon are great Sins,and damning 


| Sins. Mar. 3. 10. Every Tree that doth 
| not bring forth good Fruit, ms hewn down, 
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of thy Soul will be, O my Unbelief! O my 


Unbelref ! which, alas, thine hard Hearr, 
and blinded Mind, is not at all :ſenfible of. 


and caſt into the tire. Not onlyfthe Tree 


Fthar brings forth evil Fruir, but that which 


doth nor bring forth good Fruit. Not onl 

the Man that doth that which is wicked, 
but he that neglects to do what is good, 
muſt be hewen down.and caſt into the Fire 
that {ſhall never be quenched. And yet 


how many be there, that are not ſenſible of 
their Sin and Guiltineſs before the Lord, 


on Account of their not bringing forth good 
fruit! Many a Man bleiles himſelf becauſe 
he is no Drunkard, Adulterer, Idolater ; or, 

mn any other reſpect, Vicious; and yet, 1t 
may be, the Man doth not Pray in Secret, 
nor ſo much as Pray in his Family. That 


Man, that has been {ſo often reproyed for 


this his Sin, and yet fhall live withour 
Prayer in Secret, or in his Family, hath an 


Heart thar is deſperately hardened. 


7. They that become 1mpudent in ſinning, 
have their Hearts hardened, Ezek. 3. 5. 


They are impudent and hard-hearted. Im- 


'Pudent Sinners are hard-hearted Sinners. 


. FAG | When 
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When Men make nothing to break the} 5 
Laws of God and Men. When they will # 
not only fin, but: ſtand to ir, when the 0 
have done, like Dathan and 4b:r4m, that6 
came and ſtood in the Door of their Tent! 
Numb. 16. 27. thereby declaring they wouldpc 
ftand to what they had done. They hal 
abuſed Moſes and Aaron, and would noty= 
fall under their Sin, till God made the! 
Earth to open, and the Pit to {iwvallow thempa 
alive. Men that will commit great Sin# 
without any bluſhing at it, they are 2mpu: 
dent and hard-hearted. There are {ome Pero 
{ons that bluſh not to do thoſe things whichÞ'vE 
Perſons of common Modeſty would -hea-Þ 
ſhamed of 7er. 6. 15. Were they aſhamedÞl) 
. when they committed Abomination £ No 
they were not at all aſhamed, neither col pul 
'they bluſh. They are impudent Sinner, 
that will fin openly, it may be, in the light You 
of the Sun, in the Day-time, as the Apo-IMt 
ſtle ſpeaks, 2 Per. 2. 13. They riot 7n theÞ 
day-time, faith he. Why, a" modeſt Sin*#"% 
-ner would notdo ſo; They that are Drunk 
are Drunk in-the Night, or in ſecret places] 
But when Men fin in the Day-time, thatj9 
{hows that they are impudenr Sinners. WP 
when Men will fin and be vile in the opaſw 
Streets. The Prophet ſpeaks of ſuch, 1/aPÞ% 

3. fi - 


* 
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he | 'Y 9. They declare their Sin as Sodom, they 


ill | hide zt not, woe unto their Soul, The Men. 


54 of Sodom did fin in the.open Street. They ... 
3&came in the open Street, to Lor's- Houſe,” 


tFand declared what Wickedneſs they: re- 
\{$folved to -commit. Such Sinners there ar&in 
a($Bo[tor,you ſhall hear them in the open Streer 
Curſing*and Swearing, they declare their 
-heÞSin as Sodom, woe wnto their Souls ! There 
-mFare others ſeen inthe open Street, ſtaggering 
inFand reeling, and horribly Drunk ;' they de- 
{flare their Sin as, Sodom, woe "unto their 


ic<$ing abominable Words in the open Street 
, a.4as they paſs along. If they meer with 
ed [ny Perſons that are for their turn, their fil- 
V, [hy unclean Tongues are like an open Se- 


v{{pulchre. This is to be hke Sodom: They 


er-| Souls Others, ae ſhall hear them ſpeak- 


Ld 


eir\ Sin as Sodom, woe unto their 
z when Sinners willyenture to fin 


po n the Face of God, it may. be,in the Houſe 
the \ | God, like” them in ; {uh pO \ 93 IO, 
in 10111 you come and, ſtand before me inithis 


nk; z/e, and ſay, we are delivered to do 'd- 


cox ominations?T here are ſame ſo audacious.as © 


1:1 fin, where there is a ſpecial. Preſence of 
g,faod, -and of his Holy. Angels, that is, in 
naurch Afſemblies,- Laughing, and Play- 


//aiÞ'8, in the Lord's Houſe, and on the Lord's - 
5 2M F- Day, 


: "I 
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22-7 oi * 1 Dio 2 T 
Pay. What wicked, - hard-hearted Creel /: 
tures are ſome Children, whoare not afraid} m 
tro laugh and play in' this dreadful Facogt 
+, in this Houſe of God, and Gate of Heaven 

One may be be affoniſhed, that ever ſuch hard th 
,nef&of Heart ſhould be-in young Children 'm 
Once more. the oY are impudent and hard-' 
hearted, who with De!:ght; they that| | 
make a "ſport of firining_ and: damning their | it 
own Souls. One may feary. that God hath} = 
eiven them up to Judicial Hardneſs of Heart. Þth: 
There are fuch wretched Fools that make: " 
a mock of Sin. It$%a "port to,them to doP fic 
vickedly, They don't only {in; but it is: - 
heir” chief delight. What an awful'ff 
- , Scripture is that 2 Thefſ, 2. 12. That "98 m1 
all Might be. damned, © who had —_ in” 


165k of all,they ate hard-heartgg/E 
tures, who take pleaſure in making 
fin. | That do not,only delight, in fin them-" th 
ſelves, but in making others fins Such the | Ua 
Apofile! ſpeaks of, Rom. 1. 32. Men that} 
did not only themſtlves commit things wor- J 
. thy of Eternal Death, bur had pleaſure in 
them that did o This is Diabolical Hard-'Þp 
eart. If the Devil has an hard* to 
H-art, fuch "Devils incarnate have ſo too. 
 Thire, are vile Sinners, who, if they can' fr 
MW 2 makes ny 


% 
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t} take another Drunk, they-rejoice in that s 
| : niquity : ; eſpecially if they can make'one 
hat is a Profeſſor of Religions Drunk, the 
4 the are glad, and have ſomethi 
4 themſelves ſport with. The $ ne 
f. Hells upon ſuch doleful Creatures. 
> Flers *be*any pleaſure in Hell, that is i, | 
i it is to make others guilt of Sin. - Thus 
th you ſee, in theſe ſeven Paricatzrag who 
rt. Þthey are, on whom are /ad Symptoms of 
their being thus giyenup to JudiciaF Hard- | 
loÞtefs of Heart, and Blindneſs of 'Mind., 1 
isprieves me to infift ſo long on ſuch a dreads: - 
Fl Subject; but the*Word of the Lord 
U, muſt be ſpoken. | 


mn pe 

© We proceed now. unto the Thiid Thing 
a-' tropo ed: o be enquird.into; Namely, ©'* + 
ri] 5 of re” it 3s that ſome who /ive under 
n-"the Go el are given to Everlaſting. 
yy ering}, ant Blindnefs ? > Whence Lk ,” 
', Anſwer 1. There are ſome who enfoy the 
Wo/pel, that do not belong unto the Bletion 
: y Grace.® Thereare Reprobates, not on- 

yamong thoſe which have not, but among * 
2 [oe mhictf ave the Goſpel vouchſafed to 
0; hem. For the offer of the Goſpel is Uni- 
1nPerfal to one as well as another, without 
= PL Diſcrimination or Diftindtion, Mark 
N.2. 16, I5. 
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x6. 15. Go (faith Chriſt unto his Apoſtles) 
- and Preach the Goſpel to every Creature; 
Ezektel in his. Viſion of the. Holy Waters, | .. 
7 which the Goſpel, firly compared wh 
\ | Water, is intended) ſpeaks of Mariſhy and Þ 
Miry places, Ezek. 47. 11. Inf that Viſion Þ 
the E/e# of God are compared unto. F:/hes Þ 
and Fruitful Trees : Reprobates ate: com-F 
pared to Mariſhes and Mrry places. 50 
then, there are ſuch as have the Waters of | 
theSanCtuary flowing among them. The 
River of the Water ;zof Lite runs before 
their Doors continually ; who nevertheleſs 
at Mariſhes and Miry places. Mar. 22.4 
14. Many are called; but few are choſen; | 
there are but few Choſen Ones, but few'Þ 
Elett Veſlels, among thoſe that have rhe F 4; 
\  ExternaliEall of the Goſpel vouchſated to þ ;;, 
Now it Men Yo not» belong+ro the Þ x 
_- Uettion of 'Glice, they will remainiin their Þ G 
Blindneſs and Hardneſs. We ..muſt know, |. 
. that rhe Decree of God, Divine Reproba- Þ ,f 
: tion, i#not the cauſe of Mens Damnation, Þ 7; 
much leſs of their Sinnifng, only an Ante-Þ jn 
- cedent thereof Herein is. a dift8rence. be- Þ t; 
twixt Ele&tion and Reprobation; EleQtion'} T; 
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is the cauſ&of Salvation, -and ofthe means'F Ge 
 neceflary and condncing” thereunto. Itis'Þ wy 
the cauſe why Men-Repent. and m_y + 

. andÞ- 
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| and Walk in the way that is called Holy, 


| -nof the cauſ&of Mens continuing in«theit * 
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which things are neceſſary in order to the 
"artaining Eternal Life : But Reprobarion is 


þ Sins or the oftner doing thatfor witch che 


| as for thoſe whom God in His So! rerefgnty 
| hath not;ſeen meet to chuſe, but Fen 
| them over; they will continue in their Na- 
tural Blindneſs and Hardneſs, nor will they 
' become Penitent Believers in the Lord Jeſus 
| Chrift. 7ob- 6. 347. All that the, Father hath 
| groen wnto me, ſhall come unto me.* Chrift 
mentions that as the*Reaſon- why the Zews 
{did not come to him ; why they" did#nor 
| believe; God had” -not given them to 
| Chriſt, in the Eternal Covenant of Redemp- 
- tion. " Fobn 10. 26; Tau believe not," he- 
7 104 are not of my Sheep: Fhey. that 
bas © potSheep;tha are not of the*Fle& of 
will never be brought - believe. ./ 4 
Frenes HH, wth = and Blind the Hearts % 
ome that enjoy the Goſpel, out of re el? 3 
PZ 2 own Oba, Thar! or God' RG oo | 
Fo all His DiſpMfarions, ſo in a ſpecial 
F manner all his Jadicial Diſpenſations. 
| Thar which'"is-the beſt End,vmuit needs: be : 
| God s End, in all that comes tofpaſs:in the - 
WYord. Now this-is His own Glory. Ne - 
D 3. aims 


I And this.1is that God hath fllld, thar by 


Obduration' and Deſolation. 


deavours of His Servants,” for the Conver- 
ſion of Souls, even as to theſe that never 


' fincerely.en 


FC e are a week SaVour unto God, it 


fot the one, a8: well as of the other. WW] 
# Pha#oh's Heart was hardened under tf 
Miniſtry of Mojes and Aaron, God had 
: _ reſpe&Funto His own Glo oy in that Diſpen- 
”. ſation, as the Apoſtle obſerves, Re” 9. IT: 
F For this purpeſe (faith Gody,$0” Pharaob) 


wo 


muſt 


aims at that n alt Lev. 10. 2. pt S. 
that which the Lord bath ſaid, 1, will le | 
Santtified by them, that draw nigh unto A 
- and beforeall the People I will be-Glori fied: 


hat live under, the Goſpel He will be Glf'Þ 
- ries Yea, He will be Glorified, either. Þ 
in their Converſion, or elſe in their Eternal + 
And ' there T 
fore it is, that God doth accept%of the En- 


{hall be Co ageerced, W hen a Miniſter doth Þ 

eaVOUTr onvert- Souls. God 
accepts of him, and*will at the -Laſt Day | 
Reward*his. Endeavours for the Converhon | 
.of thoK, that periſt'under his Miniftry:&Þ 
well as of thoſe that {hall be Saved. 1 Cr. Þ 


God will haveGlory by means {| 


have I raifed *thee up, that'T might declare } 
eh dh ame* Throughout the KEarih, Pharaob | 


= 


ne. 
we 4 Ns 
o] P 
[> Ho 
« 4 


. makes known the Glory of His Sovereignty, . 
& 2s in the 18th»Verſe of that Chapter,Whox 
F He will He hath Mercy on, and whom He” 
4 wilF He Hardeneth. Here now is the So- 


| Man {ſhould he hardened, and not another; 


| nother. So, the Power of God, theWrath 


Hardneſs, of Heart, &c. + 79  * 


z | muſt continue in his Obſtinacy, that the - 
| Name of God might be heard of through: - . 

{ | our. the Earth; that. the. whole. World .*- 
+ | £2br ring with Diſcoveries of the Great- 


S, andy Glory” of God. By this, God 


-; 


 vereignty of God . manifeſted ; rhat one 


\ 


-and one ſhould be ſoftened, andithe Mercy-- 
"of God Convert and Save him,'aand"not a- 


| of God, the Long-Suffering of God, areby 
$ this made known. unt#his Creatures, 'unto 
F all the Rational World.” All this the Apo- 


Þter;"What if God,uwilling 10 ſhewHisWrath, 
| and io make Mis Power k1 
| with, much Long-Suffering, 


does this come to paſs? Why? Thar God 


| therefore 


'ſle mentions in the 22d Ver. of thar:Chape 


wn, Tndufed © 
with, e Veſſels of 
Wrath fated for Deſtruftign? From whence  - 
may ſhew His Wrath, that He may mani- 
tet His Diſplealiite at Sin. 'How that pro- 
vokes Hike nd oftends Him; and that 

E 1s an Holy and a Righteous. 
God. And that He may make His Power Re 
known, in puniſhing, and in breaking to! 
A 4. Pleces 
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', Pieces the moſt obdurate Sinners. «The FF lp 

- gernal Power of God, is ſeen in making} 

a Creature able to, bear ſuch» PuniſhmemÞep 

as'thatwhich Sinners endute in theWorld Þ'a, 

. t0::come. That He may alloy 1s4L 

_" Eong Sufering ; His infinite Patience © iv! 
.. Jeen, in that He ſuffers Sinners, hardened 

. Sinhers, to be ſo long out of Hell, bearingFco 


with them from ene Year to another.” '] 
" .- 32. When Men under. the Goſpel cortinut }ſh 
'. in their Blindneſs and Hardneſs, God gives ſth 
ihem that which 2s, therr own Choice. They Iv 
delight in thoſe Chaines . of Darkneſs Þ 
which, are-upon them, 1/az, 66. 3, 4- They Fm: 
have *cboſen their own Ways, T will chuſe Fof 
therr Delufiens, faith the Lord; They choſe Fe. 
- - their Deluſfions, letthem have their Choice, Þ-; 
- - ith God: He hoJds the Light befofe them, |; 
but 'thien"they ſhut their Eyes, and will not} 
ſes; therefore,God faith, I will ſhut their Fr 
| ye with a Vengeance. Thus 'tis faid in F 
"the Fext before us; Shut therr _— ; The F 
-* Apoſtles making mention of theſe 'Words, Fi 
* ticks 28.427. -laith, They have cloſed their } 
_ Fyes. © One Scripture Aith, Shut ther JS; 
© Eyes; another -Scripture ſaithy They have | 
cloſed their Eyesa, So ir was, they ſhut It 
their EyeSagainſt rhe Light; rherefore God'| 
.* 0 Judgment did ihut them too. — 1 
b OVe 


F- Hardneſs of Heart, &c. ._  79**:. 
z [love to continue in the Dark, Zobn 3. 19, 
$16. Thzs zs the Condemnation, that Light ws. 
whcomeino the World, and Men lave Dark- 

dF ne/s rather than Light, and they hate-the © 
$L7ebr, becauſe their Deeds are evil, Now: 

isFywhen 'tis- ſo, God may juſtly ſay, -Phoſe 

d4IMen ſhall never ſee the-Light which they 

'Fo endure. Andasfor the Darknets 
1 y loved and delighted uni, they 

ſhall remain in it, until they,.come to be'in® © 

the Blackneſs 6f Darkneſs forever. Sinners, - 

9 {when God Speaks to them, yea» when He 
IThunders upon them, they ſtop their- Ears, 

y Fmaking themſelves deat ro the loud ;Calls 
'Jof Heaven: © Zech. 7. 11. They refuſed + 
$hearken, and pulled away the Shoulder, 

> Fond ſtoped their Ears, that they ſhould not” 
Hear. If Men ſtop their Ears againft,.the * 
4 Voice of God, when *He is ſpeakitipg to_ 

r-Fthem, rhe Lord may*well ſay, as He hete _ 
: s Make therr Ears bet , and ftark 
Feat, ince they top their,Ears, when the 

, $God of Heaven is ſpeaking to them. Ler 
7 [the Thunder of His Word deafen them. 

7 Sinful Creatures harden their own Hearts. . 

FExoA. 8. 32. Pharaoh hardened his Heart 

t Ptbzs77me alſo It is faid;.indeed in other 
Places, that, zbe Lord hardened Pharaoh's ' 

THYearr ; but fine or fix times it is ſaid, Thar 
Wi | D 5 Pharaotis 
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P”" .Þe died t be own. Heart. God would news} * 
have hardened Pharaoh's Heart in a Judicl}& 
way, if Pharaoh had not firſt hardehed I} + 
own Heart. For it is certaingthat God nevef 4 
hardensthe Heart of any poor Creature, thit} 
fincerely defires a ſoft Heart; but when Sin} 'P! 
nersharden their ownHearts, if they are giva 
up to Everlaſting Hardneſs; and whatevaf 
comes on them for it, they have#no- reaſon 
to complain of any wrong done ; for God 
Eves themnething - bur. their own Choice, 
S when the-Lord plagued the People wit 

Falſe Prophers, that did delude, and de A 
ceive, . and. ruin them, it was their owl fi 
Choice, 7er. 5. 31. The Prophets Prophe-) th 
cy» falſly,” and the People love to bave it ſal m 
In many Caſes it 4is ſo, that God puniſheF.th 
Men after the-mi6ft fteartul manner, when 
He gives them what,thcy themſelves would 
have. .. ASthe Childrenof I/rael luſted af: 
ter Fleſh. God gave them their Hearts de-Þ 

_ tire, and Death, and Wrath with it. lt 's& 
1aid of, Eze&rels Marithes, That they ſhatF 
not be healed. They had no mind to te] 
heated. Well. (ſays the Lord) that has] 

- been their Sin, and thar ſhallbe thei. Pu} 
niſhment : Since*they wouldMot be healed, 

. they never {hall*be healed. .'So then the 
Lord is: CO in his Diſpenſarions. 

| 4: Som, | 
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eh * 4. Some, who*lrve under*the Goſpel, do. 
Wh exceedingly provoke the Lord: to orlie Spas © 1 

wy ro! Zudements upon them. Heb. 3. 8 * 

vat farden not your Hearts, as in the Provo- 

hit} az707; they did by hardening their Hearts, 

"1-4 provoke the Lord to give them up to: yer 

vah more Hardneſs. The Lord never in a'Judi- 

vap dal Way hardens the Hearts of any Man, 

lonj until ſuckwgimes as he hath, by ſome Sin or  . 

ol other; provoked him to ® inflict Spiritual * 

cf Judgments as-a Puniſhment-thereot. And 

"IT Were are eſpecially three Evils which pro- 

def voke God. to deal thus with Sinners. The » 

if firſt is, That Sr7 of Unprofitableneſs under 

4 the Means of Grace, When God#takes . 

4 much Pains with Sinful ,Creatures, todo 

F. their Souls Good, andyall is Labour: loſt 

ef. upon them, He is exceedingly provoked. 

| Yourtknow, Men, if they have taken mueh - 

: Fains about. any thing, and alFtogno 
7-1 pole, they are greatly diſpleaſed. "It it* 

$&'m manuring their Ground, or endeayour-, : 

4 mg to make their Trees or Vines, become 

: | ituitful, they are angry, and reſolve they - X 

| Will beſtow no more Pains, when .albats to 
little or no, purpoſe. Thus it is, when 

Men live uner the Goſpel, and the Soul 

; | melting Ordinances of it,” but are not bet- 

.þ terd thereby; - the Righteous Judgment of 


God: 
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- God giveth them up to Everlaſting 
.' neſs and Barrenneſs of Soft: Ze giveth them} 
+ - roSat, as Ezekiel's Exprethon is, Ezek | 
*, 49% 11. This. is*a Provocation,  whidt 
/ cauſeth the Lord to lay Men's Souls utter-} 
wo -waſte, and eternally deſolate. This we'} 
e 1n the Inſtance of the Fig-tree, Marth. 
21.19. the Lord Jeſus came unto the Fig-F 
tree, expeCtingro have found Fryit thereon, Þ 
© and He wo no Fruit, ang pp nothing but | 
Leayes only, and now He was provoked to,þ.. 
curſe the ig- tree, and fay of it, Ler i 
_ Fruit grow"on thee, from this Day forward, | 
end for ever. After the like manner does 
. the” ord deal with the Souls of Men, þ e 
when "He favougs chem with precious Þ f 
Means of Grace. , They- have the Goſpel } 
= and Ordinances of it, purely and -power-.þ 
ully diſpenc ed from Day to Day; andiithe F< 
Lord"cenritmesStriving with them by his;Þ; 
Spirit, a s He did with the Sinners of the'Þ 
Old World, in the. Miniſtry of NoabSthat þ 
* Preacher of Rightouſnels , bur all in vain: Þ P 
. =Now. Kirh the Lord, as for thoſe Souls, Þ& 
nevemet Fruit be found upon them as long | 
- as they Ive. This ſhall be the Puniſhment ] 
of their unfruitfulneſs ! It is ver: 
Scripture. we hi in eb. 6. 5. 8. The Fh: 

- Earib which drianketh in the Ratn, that] 

comes 
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Þ 3e\nigh wnro Curſing. Thus it is, when 


. 4 coming oft upon their Souls; they hear 
-F Sernion after Sermon, from- one Opportuni-. . 
, | ty'to another, and yet bring forth nothing, - 
t | but Briars and Thorns; that ſhows they 


o.L.are ftony Ground, that 'they haye fton 
wizHearrs within them* And it is to be feared, 


is that Curfing they are nigh unto, zand* 
+ extreme danger of, butthis very thing I am 
| ſpeaking 01? - They are. nigh to this 


+ pronounce upon the - ZFews. They have 
4 caife to tremble, leftthe Lord:qui 
Fcconcerning -thIm, Their Minds th: 
"blinded, and Hearts hardened, and” they 
| ſhalf never be delivered from Spiritual 
: 4 Plagues, until theig Souls are deſolate. 
{Are they not nigh t&:theſe Curſes of God 
-F upon them ? JAnd. as a Sign hereof, God 
nt | ſomerimes takes away the Means of Grace 


jul }.from ſuch 2People; thatceither they ſhall * 


<Z- 
oa 


{have no Goſpel Preached to them, or if 
"a7, | they have, .not with that Power and Glory, 
ws | that 


' comes oft upon it, and bringeth forth Herhs _ 
y'- zwcert for them by whom it zs dreſſed, receru-+ 
py 1etb* Bleſfingy from God: But that which 
4+ Þeareth Thorns and Briars 7s rejected, and 


4 Men have the Rain of the Word of God 


+ that they ate nigh unto Cur/ing. And what' 
d in - 


urſe, that the Prophet,1/azah doth here © 


ly { 
Wer 


— 
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| ,.acg it was. - Becauſe, 'when they had. 
a-Precious Miniſtry, and*Eminency of Merz 
cy.from God, in that teſpeTt, rthey.did not | 
- Prize and Profit undet it, according to the: 
Lord's Expettations; they ſhgll never enx 
' Joy the like again. This we may learn 
from- the Parable of the Vineyard in. the 
fifth Chapter of 1/a, What cauld have been F 
- done more tomy Vineyard, did the Lord ſay 2 
In reſpe& of outward Means, more could : 
not have been done; and yet when they; 
Lord looked for Grapes ; it broughi#F 
forth. wild, Grapes, Well, faith God. 'S | 
will tells; you what I will do; this Vine- 
yard ſhall not be pruned nor digged: They Þ 
thall have no more ſuch Sermons, in order ; 
to their Convetfion.” as they have had; and. 
T will command the Clouds, that they rainy. 
2 2p67 it. They had Miniſters; Þ 
were like Clouds full. of Rain ; butyf; 
they ſhall have ſuch Teachers and Prea- - 
chers, as are like Clouds without Rain: no 
Heavenly Water It all in them. We ed | 
- how Fj Prophetical Prediction was ver. 
fied onthe Fews, Aﬀs 13.1 46. It was me þþ 
cefſary, that the Word of God ſhould be ſpo-Þ Ch 
*ken to you ; but. ſeeing youput it from | Pre 
' you, .Lo, we' turn to the Gentiles. © Tou | but 
| (ye Pau!) have had the Goſpel a long | the 
tirns, 
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| Hardneſs-of Heart, &c. 87 
4 time, but have been obdurate and unprofita- 
. ble under it; therefore it is now going. 
{| from you. Chrift told the Zews, that their 
| -unfruitfulnels under Means of Grace, wonld 
| -provoke God to take thoſe Means from 
- them. - Mat. 21. 43. Therefore T ſay un- 
to you, the Kingdom of God fhall:be taken 
F from you, and given io a Nation bringing 
|. forth the Fruits thereof. | # 74 
' Secondly, When Men fin againft clear © 
4. Light, they provoke the Lord this to deal. 
Roith them. Thereisan External Light; 
| when the Will \of God 4s clearly revealed, 
either by' His written Word, or by His 
þ Word Preached,-and yet Men will "go a- 
- gainft all that Lighr; they provoke God to 
reject them. Thus it was with Sawl, _ 
Þ 1Sam. 15. 22. Saith Samuel to him, Be= 
4 -canfe thou haſt rejetted the Word 
+ Lord, He hath rejected thee. T 
1-4 is the moſt Glorious Light, th 
ig | ſhine in. the dark Souls of Men :: When © 
this Light is refuſed and rejeQtedit pro- 
4 rokes God to leave: ſuch Sinners in Bter.. 
e- þ.oal Darkneſs. You may ice in the”28th. 
- | Chap. of the Azrs.that Paul being at: Rome, + 
"| Preached th& Goſpel unto the Zews there; 
vx. | but they rejected it : Upon which he put 
| them in mind! of what the Prophet 1/az2þ. - 
had 
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_had'Predifted.I muſt tell;you(faid he) what | 
T/arah has ſpoken. He Tecites to them the! 

ords of the Text I am now upoen, an "| + 
gives them to, underſtand, fince they had” :. 
deſpiſed and ſhut their Eyes againſt the } ! 
Light, that had been offerd to them, the} Þ 
- Lord would ſhut their Eyes, and harden 

their Hearts, in a way of Judgment, Acts.F 
' 28. 25,26. There is alſo an Internal Light, 1% 

or the Light of Nature, as well asa Light, þ* 
- which isof Divine Supernatural Revelationgh} 
Natural Conſcience informs 'Men, as t-Þ7 
many.things, what" they ought to do, and Fl 
wha fs; - ought. to abſtain from. So that LG « 
if they had no written Word of God, yet Pac 
they would know, that ſuch and ſuch'F 
- things. are Goody and ought ro be done; F 

and that ſuchand ſuch things are Evil, and:Þ#ga 
noatbe:done. The: Apoftle in Ro. 2 $i 
14, .15z Ahews, that the Gentiles who had'$7- 
not the written Law, as the 7ews had, yet [b! 
did by Nature, the things contained in that {e: 
Law; "their Thoughts, "their Conſtiences\ Jkep 
ling them, or accuſing them, on the Ac=Þand 
- * count of whartthey. did ;. thereby {hewing&ou 

*- the Work of the Law writzen 17 their ood 


- Hearts. Thereare many things that Men,Jend 


that have not the: Scriptures, know, andJ#ez 


| .. Cannot but know to be- great Sins. Abr-Par 


melech 1 
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 melech knew, that, if he had committed 
Adyltery, he ſhould have brought a great 
n upon himſelf, and - upon his-People; + 
bo Gen. 20... 9.,yet he never read one Word of 
\Stripture in his Life. So Men cannot- 
| but know, for them to Steal and Be, 
&be Diſobedient to. their Parents, are evil _ 
Fibings. Natural Conſcience accuſeth them 
{forfuch Sins. It fays to an ungodly Child, 
| Thou doſt not do well to difſo y thy Fa- 
41 or to- deſpiſe thy Mother. - =, 
* When a wicked Min Steals, Conſcience © 
mes in his Face. Hethab tells a Liezchath 
If Light within him, that condemnghim. 
knows, that accopting to the Judgment 
Tot God, he is worthy of Eternal Death, for 
Fthat Sin, Rom. 1, 32. Now, when they fi aig 
1 againſt this Lighr, they provoke G | 
-1 mire them with Blindneſs,- and -H: raneſs | 


Wo 


f Heart, And when they have ſinned hor-_ ” 


| Tevy againſt the Light of Nature, God, in 
x {eadful Judgment, gives them up umo a 
Keprobate Mind. It is faid of the Gentiles, 

and eſpecially it was true of the Debauch' d 
ourtiers in the Palace of Nero, at:Rome, 
160d gave them over unto a Reprobate Ming, 
Jend 70 do thoſe things which are not conve-. 
4nexr, Rom. 1..28. They were come to 

that hideous paſs in Wickedneſs, that cul 
£0U 
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could do the moſt Aborninable Things, and 
"not. be troubled in their Minds about it: 
Had no trouble of Conſcience for what they 


probate Mind. God, .in his foreſt Wrath 
-had fmitren them with Judicial Hardneſs 


RE, 
« rn 


did. Thus were they given over to_ a Re} 


and Panal Blindneſs of Heart, becauſe 
they had 


ſciences. 


Thirdly, Men by accuſtoming them ſelves ; 


to Sin, and to do Evil, provoke God th 


Jas them with Spiritual Plague. Fora | 


an,once'to do a thing, that is againſt his 


rievoully. finned againſt the clear 
Light of Nature, and of their own Con; 


Co Gience, or that he knows to be Evil, .ivþ&- 
very dangerous; * but if he” ſhall do this Y 

, thing often over, until he has habiruared? fre 
himſelf in it; that provokes-God. to. give ] yl 


ſuch Sinners up unto that Hardneſs which | & 
is JudieiaF® and Perpetual. - There is #Þ 
threefold Hardnefsof Heart; Natural, He | 
» bitual, and Judicial. _ £] 
I, There is a Natural Hardneſs ” : 


Heart, for all the Children of Men do 


'come into'the World with this Diſeaſe #} 


bout them. They are Born with blind 
Minds, and; hard - Hearts.” All Azam 


Children are ſo. This is an Hereditary} 
Diſeaſe. That wotul Diſeaſe of he Strom} 


nh vs, 


1s not perfectly 
as long as they 
upbrai- 


min Sin 
eir un- 


guilty of ſuch / 
Wickedneſs, 


. 90. A Diſonſ f 
Wickedneſs, do a vile thing, ſuppoſe 
 Aﬀtof Laciviouſneſs,or any thing that is n 
bominable. Now that A will. trouble hig fi 
Conſcience, yea, exceedingly diſquiet it} 
But if he does that Wickedneſs again an|? 7 
again, then by degrees he comes to be pal W | 
feeli ind: So it is with thoſe that are Hah: 
tual Liars ;, they are ſo uſed to Lie, t Ur T. 
. they can Lie, and make no Conſcience'ds> 
So ir is with thoſe that are. ab:tud 
nkards, moſt woful and undone Creal 
eS are they, who have uſed to " # 
themſelves Drunk; that they can commilſ 
rnay din, and not be troubled for it. 'S0.8 W 
| thoſe-thar have got:an Habit of po? 
Roe Swairing: it may be they will Swealf 
- and not be ſenſible that they have done\aſt* 
” If they are reproved for it, they*will fi "8 
they did not Spear, * They are © habituÞ 
ted 1 inProfancheſs, as to have no Senſe 
their Evil. The Wrath of God upon theit 
hath ſuffered them, by being*accuſtomt þ 
unto Sin, to harden their Hearts until thi 
arg paſt feeling: And hetice, Þ< 
3.: There isa 7#dicial Hardne eſe follo oct; 
thereupon ; theſe two go uſually togethd kcy 
God in Wrath leaves Men to commit / (3 1 
fame Sin an hundred times -over, Ul A: 
when they haveJo done,*H& is further pr 
= vokelſv*: 
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"4 roked with them, until Judicial Hardneſs 
14nd Blindneſs ſeize them for ever. And 
oy Then God faith of ſach an one, as in Rev. 
nll 22. 11. He that 3s un oft let him be unju uf 
a 411, He which 7s filthy, let him be | 
*I Wil He hath taken up a Courſe of fin- 
ling, and is reſolved to go on in it, fo let 
' He is a grievous Liar, ſhameful 
ID unkard, a Thief, a Lacivious, Unclean * 
c Wretch ; let him g0 on to be to fill. 
ord how long ! Even until he has ſinned his 
nit oul into Hell; there to be utterly deſolate. 
; | the Lord ſay of Ephraim ?  Hoſ: 
Ys 1 Ephraing Zs joined to Idols, let him 
; 4 ' {c 4 doth” the Lord ſay : There. is 
wch-an one, his Name is fo; a Luſt of 
xWbrinking to Exceks,is his Idol; Let bim alone. 
k Inc d there is another, his, Name is ſuch* an- 
y he i is joined to the World, thatjs his 
4 lol ; Let him alone. And there are others, 
me 2 proud. Faſhion is their Idol; Lee 
I Thus do a, $1, rap Og 
7 in finning, provoke the Lord, in a Ji- 
botal Wa 20 give them up to that Oblti- 
icy of cart, which is incurable; and, 
py then will becomeof them? Let a Pro- 
&t fay what _ Jerem. 13. '23. Can the 
apre bs Skin, or the 


þ 


4 
1 


Spore * Then may you alſo do 


good, 


mY 


... Se... 2. 
good,” who are accuſtomed to do evil. Thy N 
we have ſeen the Truth confirmed, in the} q 
things, thar have been infifted on ; we pray a 
ceed-'to the Application of the" DoQring = 
Let the 
I. Uſe, be for Information in ſeven 5 
Particulars. + $i 
r. We ſee: here, That the Converſion on TDc 
a Sinner does. not depend ſo much” on, then, 
outwdrd Means of Grace, as onthe gooll inc 
Pleaſure, and Will of ; Gad.- The EfteS 
does not depend on theInftrument {o muctyſnc 
as off that which. is the. Principal Leng ml 
God is able, if He be fo pleaſed, to «| fi 
vert Men without the Goſpel; but the 
ſpel without the Power of God; will | E: 
vexConvert a Soul: 44 Zam. 1. 18. Of Mo 
own Will begat He zi with the ord. 
Trath ; but the Word of Truth'can neys 'N 
Convert a Sinner, except. the Will of God kc 
that works all things in all;-go along wit 
itz;t6 make it efteCtualy, Ir is- true, thath 5 
5 \ 
1 


ners are not ordinarily Converted, wi ts 
out the - Goſpel. God- has appointed th ety 
'End and Means to go together ; How: / F bee, 
they believe” in Him, 0 whom they had n; 
net heard £ And how ſhall, itbey Hear willy \ 
out a Preacher £ The Api poftle hath -rheq bac 
. fore ſaid, & our Goel be bid, it i bl 
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| Men haveho Goſpel. Preached to. them, 


v\ a6twithſtandjng. the Goſpel, may be hid 
from Men, as to the Inward Saving Power 
Fand Efficacy of; it, alrhough they have the 
WFExternal Diſpenſation thereof continued to 


un 


TmDoctrine we have before us. We may live 
under the.Goſpel, and the Ordinances of it, 


oetand yet not underftand with our Hearts, and: 


MConvert, and be' Healed. Men may live. 


under the moſt Excellent Preachers in the. 


mWorld? and Foggever be Converted by their 
Miniftry, What an Excellent Preacher 


oy, 


Mn the, Work of the Miniſtry a long time, 
aloveSixty Years, to be'a Prophet and Prea- 


Wagerted byzany of his Sermons! . What an 
0gcellent Preacher was the Prophet ® (ky 
vim) © And yet he did with many Tears, 


wtf Secret? bewail®the unſucceſsfulneſs of. 
ys Miniſtry. - Zerem. 13. 17. If, you will . 
_ ww Tear, my Soul ſhall weep "in ſecret 


aces for your Pride; for all -that they 
ba not Hear, nor would they. 7ohn Bap- 
ot was a moſtiFowerful and Awakening 
neaacher, and an Happy Inſtrument of Con- 
s © verting 


- 


17 them, that are Joſt, 2 Cor. 4.3. ; If. 
| their Souls are like to be loft for ever. This, * 


them. That is clear from the Text and 


maSthe Prophet 1/2;ah ? God upheld him 


emo rhat People, and yet bur few Con-: 
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-.  verting many Souls; yet there were ſomgy | 
_ . *and many too of them, who 4ived unda} « 

his Miniftry, that were never -Converte(} 1 
by ity} Luke 7. 30. .lIt_is ſaid ofthe. Phy} 16 
- 1/ces; That they Tejefted the Counſel of ( 
God againſt themſelves. Although Fo} a 
gave them Counſel from"God, and the 'ref n 
qetting was againſt themſelves, by ſo doingF vi 
they would-do the greateft Harm to. theni$+t! 
' ſelves, yet they rejected ir. And as for P 


* the Apoſtles, How were they qualified wh U 


= 49. 4- Inis Chriſt that there ſpeaks, ſay-[al 


Preach the Goſpel? Extraordinary Men f th 
God; and yer the moſt of thoſe, whom th 
they Preached unto, erfifted in their Un'| 1Þ 


was in the World, as they Tt 
Newer Man ſpake like that Man; and ya the 
but few Converted by his Miniftry; T/aid|Me 


, I have laobured in vain, and ſpemt\*iÞ 
+ Strength for nought, and in Dain; fea Uth 
-not gathered. Many a Sermon did Chif}Hat 
Preach, and but few Souls, that wentſSui 
: 7 | brought} 
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brought home to God thereby. This prov- 
eth - undeniably, that Converſion: depends 
{} not fo much on the outward Means, as up- 
jon the All-working,: All-powerful Will of . 
God. Therefore the ſame Word difpenced 
at the-ſame time, ſhall Convert one and 
&t not another. That Sermon that one is Con- 
oÞ verted by, another is no more moved by, 
thin the Seat he fits upon. Thus when 
of Pa/. Preached among the Scholars, in the 
tl Univertiry of Athens, there were ſome 


| thing bur Mock and Ridicule what . was 
0] Fooke to them, The ſame Sermon. that 
x] melts = Tent: of © one, hardens another. 


= the Word of the aſs 1s to "foes A 
14h{Means to Convert and "Save them, and to 
ay- make them grow in Grace; and-is, in that 
ent{iflpect.a favour of Lite unto Lite unto them: 
bal thers, it | bn occaſion their being more 
f{Hatdened, and ſo docs- augment their 
ie Mſbuilriness' and Condemnation at the laſt : 
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#pagh A Diſcourſe of © ' 
* So it becomes to their Souls a ſavour of 
Death unto Death. 

Inform. - 2. We may here ſee the Reaſm/ 
why many 'are not Convinced, Converted! 
Reformed, notwithſtanding all means uſed 
with them. None of all the Dealings and 
Diſpenſations of God towards them, can: 
prevail hereunto ; alas, they are unger! 
a Judicial Diſpenſation c: the Lord up- 
on 'em! That is the very Reaſon of it, 
I/az. 44. 18. They have not known nor utt 
der ond for he bath ſhut their Eyes, that 
they cannot ſee, and their Ears, that thi 
cannot underſtand, It *it be ſo, that God, | 
in Judgment;” hath ſhut Mens Eyes, all the 
Men and 'Means in the World can-newÞt 
open them, until that Judgment» be xems- 
ved from them. When God hath in a Ju 
dicial Way given Men up unto a Spirt#d 
Error and Deluſion in Matters of Religigs, 
wherein their Souls are .concerned, ther 
Is no opening .of,, their Eyes, and conving 
cing them of their Error;Awhileftis ſo with] & 
them. How plain and clear is it from the W 
SCriptures of the Old Teſtament, ' that the bt 
Meſjial is come, and that Ze/gg of Nazty 
reth is the” true|\ Meſpuas ? AS yet then | 
are Millions of 7ews in the World ar this-vl 

' Day, ihat will nor be convinced of it, ut al 
Cal 


l — wy 
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© © Hardneſs of Heart, 8&c. 9k 
cauſe T/aiah's Prophecy is fulilled upon 
them. And theretore , the Apoltle gives - 
this Reaſon of it, Rom. 11. 8. God hath * 


that ſhould not ſee, and Ears, that they 
ſhould not hear unto: the Day. Row clear 
is it from the Scriptures, rhat God only 1s 


al grven them a Spirit of Slumber ; Eyes, 


| to be Worihipped ? Mar. 4. 10. Him only 
| ſhalt thou ſerve. How clear is it from the * 


Scriptures, 'thar Men may not Worſhip or 
Pray unto Angels, Saints, Graven Images? 
That one would think, that they that have 
, the Scriptures, and own them to be the” 
Word of God, ſhould be convinced. that this 


.ought-not tobe ; yet come"to'a Papift, all 


zScriptures you can produce to him, will . 


o- | Not. cagyince him of his Error. Alas, Ged 


hath thut their Eyesy. and given them up to _ 
agBlind Mind ! And when it is thus with © 
Miracles cannot Convert. them ; if God 


I 
ha 
uſe 


ſhould waxk Miracles for them, they would* 
got be Converted thereby; ſhould God 
Jnd Menffromathe Dead to them, neither 
would that Convert them. Should God 
break open the Barrs of the Bottomleſs Pir, 
{and let looſe Devils and Damned Wights, 
-to come flying and crying into our. Afſem- 
-blies, wirh the Chains of Darkneſs rattling 
About them, to warn — ot the Wrath 
=, * | 2 ro 
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- to come, and to tell them, what a Dread | 


ful Place Hell -is., neither would that 


Convert them. © Neither will they be per | 
ſhaded, though one come from the Dead;Þ% 
yea, out of .Hell it ſelf, have nor yourEygh: 
ſeen Miſerable Creatures Poflelled -.and } Þ 
Tortured by Devils? For all that, ſome" } + 


thoſe very Perſons are in their Sins, and| ] 
Unconverted to 'this Day. Conhder the l; 


Children of T/-ae/, ..W hat Miracles .did 
God do for them in Egy77., and in the Wik 
derneſs* Miraculous Judgments, and no 


leſs Miraculous Deliverances; and tha} 3 
lived -by Miracles«every Day, and the | 
{aw the Miracle of the Cloud betore theit | 
Eyes every Day and Night. One would þ 
have thought theſe ſhould have beewa,mott Þ iy 
. Holy People. and rharttheſe Miracles would} : 

have- Converted them all . but it was far} 


. otherwiſe, and . Mo/es tells_ the .Realſon, 
Dent. 29. 3, 4.. The Lord baths not green 


you an Heart tospercerve, and Eyes to ſet; de 
and Kars to hear to this very Day. he HK 


were under Judicial Blindneſs and Hardne 


great Multicudes of 'em, and therefor} ti 
continued in their Sins, after the Signs and wi 


thoſe great Miracles, which their Eye 26 
had ſeen. - And fo the Fews in ChriltsF*fa 
Tine; What Miracles did they = oY 
| cheith- 


+ $: 24 
& 4 "B 


T Hardneſs of Heart, '&c. 
wr V o . - * I ©. _ : 
| their Convidtion and Converfion ? And yerat ©. 

is ſaid in Fohn 12. 37. That, a/though He 


{ Blind, and by another Miracle cu 


Hdmany Miracles before them. they believed 


;} nor in Him. And why ſo? Whence 1s this, 
'{"that when many Miracles were done before 


. em. they "did not believe on him ? The 
FAvaneelift mentions "the Reaſon, in Verſe 


1:29, 40. They could not believe, becauſe 
id Thias had ſaid, He hath blinded their Eyes, 


and hardned their Hearts. There was as 


pour a- Miracle wrought for the Conver- 


Paul; for Paut was by a Mira 


| VindneB. So Zerchoamy by a Miracle had 


Judicial Blindneſs and Hardneſs. Moreover, 
"he would think, that the awtul Judgments 
of God, ſhould awaken Men unto Repen- 
tance; butthey won't be reformed, if un- 


Hearts. © We fee that the moſt Sotkemn 
Judgments Reform-nor many, but they con- 
4inge 1n their Sins as heretofore : Why, it is 


es 
I's 
of þ ©: 
als 


with-them as with Sau/ and his Men..1 Sa. 
26. 12. 4 Deep Sleep from the Lord was 
; fallen UPON them, A tra nge Thing, that 
pA E | 
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on of Fereboam, as tor the Conyerfion of, ” 
% made 
rd of. his. 


tis Hand withered up, *and by a Miracle" 
4 2d-it made whole again; yet Zereboam 
| wasnot” Converted, becauſe he was under 


der Judicial Diſpenſations hardning their ' 


3 when _ 


LS 


SS 
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4 When they were in ſuch danger,they ſhould 
be in ſo profound a Sleep; when thoſt 
whoſe Lives: they ſoughr, came and rook 
Sa/s Spzar, they could eaſily have kill; - 
- him and his Men, they were 1o ſound a: 
{leep.as not to diſcern it. Why.a Deep Syee] 
From the Lord was upon them. Thww, 
when Men are vifited with Judgments &| 
Gcd, which kill their Neigbours in their] ? 
light, and they are in danger themſelves tg : 
be killed by thoſe Judgments every. Day, Þ 
and yeghey are not awakned ; It is, becauſ}! F 
A Deep Sleep from the Lord #5 upon then, ; 
H 
M 


Alas, if Men are under a Judicial Diſpet 
-$Grion, their Hearrs are harder than a Rock; 
In Numb. 20. 8.*Mojes was: to: ſpeak #Þ 
the Rock ;. he ſpaketo the Rock, to let thi 
People ſee that their-Hearts were harde 
. than the Rock; tor Mo/es did but ſpeakto 
| the Rock, and it fell a bleeding, and. guſhef 
torth Water ; whenas he ſpake to them,amlF'1 
their Hearrs. did guſh out no Water : Ie 


Ipate to them in the Name of'God. anlÞ,.. 
their: Hearts did not bleed. Thus it is wha 44. 
Sinners are under a Judicial Diſpenſarion 
Heaven, it is eafier to make rhe Rocks ut 
bleed, than to Convert ſuch finful Cre 
tures, as they are. 


Into 


. FHardiieſs of Heart, &c. 103+ * 

| Inform. 2. We may bere ſee, that Spi- 
| ritual Fudements, ſuch as that of an Hard 
Heart, and a Blind Mind, are of all the 

| aſt Fearful and Aſtoniſhing. The Pro- 
"| phet 1/az4þ ſpeaks here, asa Man aſtoniſh- 
+{'&&;-when he underſtood from the Lord, 
i | that Spiritual Judgments muſt be inflicted 
*that People. No Judgments like theſe * 
which light on the "Souls of Men, becauſe 
"-$ an Immortal Soul is of more worth than 
| the whole World! God never ſpake- a 
| more dreadful Word to Pharaoh than that, 
| Exod. 9. 14. I will fend all my Plagues- 
won thine Heart ! Ay, that is diſmal im 

ed, when God {hall ſmite Men with 

8 Heart Plagues! When the. Lord ſends - 
4 Pagues uponitheir very Souls within 'em ; 

| when He Plagues them with a Blind Mind -. - 

and Hard Heart, that's fearful. What a 
dreadful Imprecarion was that ? Lam. 3. 65. 
Give them, Sorrow © of Heart. So the 
Words are in. the Tranſlation ; but, inthe 
Original, they run thus, Grve them Obſt:- 
"I nacy of Hearn, thy Curſe unto them ! Ay, 
that is a Curſe with a Vengeance, when 
God gives Men Obſtinacy of Heart. Smites 
them with the Plague of an Hard Hearr. 
| There is no ſirer Sign of Ruin, nor any 
thing that makes way thereto like this. Who 

; > E 4. ever 
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104 A Diſcourfe of - 
ever hardened his Heart againſt God, ant }* 
proſpered £ Never any Man; there.neve | © 
has been. one Inſtance of it, in all the * 
World, fince the World began; never any.” 
Creature hardened himſelf againſt God Þ®! 
and proſpered at rhelong run; the meaning'Þ® 
is, {vch will be - moſt certainly ruined. | % 
Many times Hardneſs of Heart is ſent upe [2 
Men, as a Forerunner of their Temporab Þ-# 
Ruin, as we fee in Pharaoh, and.in Szhon, f © 
The Lord hardened his Spirit, and madt| 
hzs Heart .&bjtinate, becauſe He intended 
the Ruin of that Enemy of his Peopls 
, Pear. 2 320. And of others it is aid, Zo | 
It. 20. It was of the Lord to harden thei 
Hearts, that He might dejtroy them utterly. 
56 then it is the way to utter* Deſtruction, 
tor Men to be given up by the Lord unto 
an Hard Heart: Yea, it is a diſmal Sign 
ot Everlaſting Ruin coming upon thoſe poot Þ 
- miſerable Crearures,that are thus ſmirrendf, 
God.,.Rom. 2. 4. Thou, by thy Hord and Impt 
nitent Heart, doſt treaſure up Wreath againſt | 
the Day of Wrath. Would you know a Sig) 
of a Veſſel of Wrath? Here is one, anda Ga 
dreadful one; when, God gives 2 poor Cre: þ Mc 
” rure upto an Hard and Impenitent Hear ll 
* ir is a diſmal Sign'of his being appointel 
to Wrath, No Sin, thatever he was gui | 


. 


FT Hardneſs of Heart, &c. 106g © * 
m4 ty of, would have proved the Damnation 
& | of his Soul, had it not been tor his Hard-* 
k | Heart, bur thar proves his Ruin after all. | 
.1-What is like to come on thoſe, that go 
d; $on to harden their Hearts againſt all Means 
of :Convittion : Oh, hear the Word of the -.- 
7 Lord this Day, -and tremble at it ! Prov 
a 4.29: 1. He that being often reproved, hard 
al 4.#erÞ his Neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroyed, ' 
mn, { and that without Remedy. Oh, that 
Young Peeple would think of this Word, 
$ who have been ofzen reproved! God hath 
Fionet with them, and in the way of His 
Providence been reproving them, .and the 
Word of God hath met with them, and 
reproved them, full many a time. \- It may 
#$ be their Parents, their Fathers, their Mo- - 
thers- have reproved them. The Young 
Man has been told of the Sin he lives in. - 
Hedelights in vain Companions, and - has 
vften been reproved for it. He has'been. 
guilty of the Sin of Drunkenneſs, and often 


" 
jt eproved for it. He has miſ ſpent his Preci- 
gn 4 ous Time. How many Hours in finful. 


[a | vamirg, for which he has been oftcn re- 
4- | proved 2 Bur he hardens his Heart againſt + 
041: The Reproots of God are not regard- 
&d by him, he goes on in his Treſpaſſes; 
EI could, I would ſhed Tears of Blood 
8 | L-5 _ Over * 


106. | A Diſconrſe of: - 
over that poor Creature : Will not the Go 


'of Heaven deſtroy him ſuddenly, and with 


_ ovt Remedy ! As for ſuch Sinners, the. very | 
Tokens of the ſecond Death- are . upoh 
them. There comes to my Mind what the: 


Prophet fxid to Amazriah, 2 Chron.. 2% 


16.” I Xnow the Lord hath determinediy 
deſtroy thee, becauſe thou haſt not hearkty-; 
* ed to my Cornſel. If thou wilt .not hear | 


ken to the VVord of the Lord, I cannd 
ay, that I know God hath determined- to 


deſtroy thee, but I am ſure thou haſt cauſ] 
- tofear'it. To begiven up re Hardneſs of 
Heart, is the molt terrible thing that can be] 


Of all the Plagues of Pharaoh, this was the 
moſt dreadful; yea; this is the Miſery d 


Hel!.. and of the” Damned that are there, þ 


Rev. T6. 9. 

IE. Uſe, for Exhortation. Oh, for the 
Lord's ſake, and for your own Souls ſake, 
beware that there be not any among you 


that ſhall be groen up in Fudement to any 


Hard Heart, and Blind Mind! Tt was 
aid unto the Fews, As 13. 40. Bewart 
Iſt that come upon you that is ſpoken 


the Prepbets. So, my Friends, beware {elt].: 


this come upon that is ſpoken by the Pto- 
phet I/aroh, left that living under the Go 
{ps}, you thould be given vp to Blind Mi 

| al 
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Hardneſs of Heart, &c. 107 k 


of and; Hard Hearts. - Conſider but Two 


'Things. 


en 1.» Confider, 1. Ie have had, and have the 


Goſpel among 15. - The People in New-Eng- 


he f /ezzd have had the Goſpel,. and that from 


their Beginning to be a People, and that 


Mk with great Power and. Glory. God hath 


2-4 nt His Servants riſing* early and ſending 


them : If ever the Gofpel {ſhin'd fince the 
Apoſtles Days, it has donefo here; though 
now the Light of it, in ſome Places, be- 
pins to grow dim. What Eminent Mini- 
ſters of God hath this Land been tavoured 
with? If there be a ſpotin this Earth, the 
Goſpel hath ſhin'd upon, New-England 
hath been the Place. , And moſt certain ir 


is, the Sermons which tave been Preached, 


will have a very great Eftect, upon the Ge- 
jeration coming on. The Word .of the 
Lord will proſper to the End, God hath 
determined. Ir will eicher be an Enlight- 
ning or a. Blinding, a Softning or an Hard- 
ning VVord. It will be'a favour of Lite 
unto Life, or of Death unto Death, one of 
the two. Bur Oh, tremble” left it be a fa- 
Four of Death unto Death ! 4s there any 
of yori that are willing to go to Hell, loa- 
&n with Sermons to think on, when you- 
are there, thoagh you regard them pot 
NOW 2 Conlider, 


We S = "4 
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Fudiciots Diſpenſation. May it notbe 


Haid to. New-England, as Chriſt faid, wha. 


he wept over 7eruſalem, Luke 19. 4.2. 0h, 


that thou hadſi* known 4n this thy Day. the } 


thedhings that belong to thy Peace , burnow 


#bey afe hid from thine Eyes! Oh, that 
we might not fay and 45gh over New-J 


England, The things of thy Peace are bid 
From thine Eyes ! The things that concem 
our outward Peace, are hid trom our Eyes! 
E pray God, that4tr may not appear, that 
there is 2 Judicial Diſpenſation in thar: 
Burt how is it with Men in Spiritual Re 
tpects, and asto SoukConcernments ? VVhat 


is there of any General Reformation , {ince$ 


awful Judgments have been breaking in 
among us ? The Lord hath come upon this 
Eand . with Sword , Fire and Sicknels; 


and behold the Anger of 'the Lord is nd 
turned away, but His Hand is ſtretched outY- 
Rill. Inas much as Temporal JudgmensF 
continue, we may fear that Spiritual JudgÞ: 
*ments are not removed. Surety Men ar 
dreadfully 'Hardned and Blinded in thei 
Sins, when there -i5 not 10 muct#® as a 
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| Conſider, e. There 7s cauſe to fear, 
*zhat many of this Generation are under «. 
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External Reformation, by all the JudgF: 
mens of God, Ir ſeems as 1t God = ; 


nt 
Out 


NS 
ag 


{ faid "concerning Multitudes in this Land, ' 
He that z# unjuſt, let him be unjuft :ſtill, ".._* 


and be that is filtby, let him be filthy ſtill. 

Thoſe common: prevailing Iniquities, that» 
have been teſtified againi{t by -God, and 
by bis Servants, are they not as formerly ? 
kennel is common. He that was a 
-Drunkard before theſe late Epidemical 


Judgments, is ſo fill The like is to be * 


aid, as to:other Evils. He thatwas Cove- 
tous before, is ſo- {till, and he that was 


| | Proud before, is fo ſtill: There is nor a 


general Reformarion, in reſpeEt of ſo much 


:Þ as any one Evil found amongſt us. And .. 


how 1s it with the riſing Generation ? Are 
-not MultitudeSof them a poor, unconver- 
ted, periſhing Generation? They have ſin- 
ned againft the Light of their Education. 
Some of them have conformed to thoſe 


.| Superſtitions, which their Fathers and 


-Grandfarhers came into this V Vilderneſs, in * 
| hope that their Poſtericy would never have 


| defiled themſelves with Corruptions, which 


they whom they are deſcended from, would 
ſooner have Died, than have complied with. 
'Are they not degenerate Plants ? As for ma- - 
ny $# our Young People,, all that can be | 
-faid of rhem, is, rhat*rhey are Civil, not 
+ Debauch'd as ſome are; but as for Rege- 
; xration, 


. 110 . A Diſcourſe of - _3F 
neration,. and an Holy Life, there is no ] 
thing of that, can be ſeen in them. And 
ro many, they are Protane Perſons like | fo 
E/au. They are Swearers, Drunkarnd, | 

- Undclean Perſons; nay, ſome of them are If 
turned bloody Pirates, though Born, in-Þth 

 New-England. Such awtul Symptoms ar [$i 
+. there of a Judicial Diſpenſarion upon this þyc 

People. And if fo, «(which Mercy forbid) | 

we may expect a Continuance of Temporal Þ he 

Judgments. And which is Ten Thouſand Þ ny 
times worſe, more Spiritual Plagues. {th 
What will God do. with ſuch a People ? I hun 
have a long time fared, that Amos's Fa: Fo 
mine will, at laſt, be the Judgment of God Fi 
on New-England; Not a Famine of Bread, Fho 

\. but a_ Famine of Hearing the Word of the Fx 
\ Lord. FE 

But is there any that faith, What /hall | 
we, do to be deliver d jr Spiritual Fudg-4T 

. ments £ You ſay we cant open our own | or 
Eves, nor break our own Hearts. It iS} M 
+ true; but, of 

1. Don't fhut your own Eyes, whenGod FM 
holds the Light before you. Don't harden Þ of 
your own Hearts, that you may not*provoke Þ of 
God- to harden them. . Beware ofWcing Þ th 
thoſe things, that will cauſe God to har Þ'ly 
den«hem. Sin will do it, and delaying 10 6 

| heat 


Fo Hardneſs of Heart, &c.. 123 * 
tear the Calls of the Goſpel will d6 it; 


Fence the Scripture ſaith, To day, hear bas - 
{hoice, left any of you be hardened through - 


the Decertfulneſs of Sin, Heb. 3. 13. 


There is the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; Men 

Fthink they will, hereafzer, repent-of their 
Sins; and make ſure of an Intereſt in Chriſt; 

you will harden your Hearts, it you delay” 


turning to God, tho' but for a Day. And 


beware of thy ſinful Companions; how ma- 


ny hopeful young Men have been undone to : 


{their Eternal Ruin, by hearkning to 'their 
ungodly Companions ?., Young People, 


fbmerimes, when they pet together, cipe- 


cially on the Night after the . Sabbath, 


harden one another in Sin, and againſt the 
Ways of the Bleſſed God: Oh! beware* 
of that! = EE | 
2. Meditate on thoſe things that have a 
Tendency to break thy Heart. Meditate © 
on the Evil of Sin, and thy own Sintulnelſs. 
Meditate on the Infinite Wrath and Juſtice 
of God. Think, how he will puniih Sin. 


Meditate on Eternity ; go alone, and think - 


of Eternity. I have ſomewhere read -of 


{ one, that caſting an Eye on a Book, ſaw 


that Word Erernity in it, and immediate- 


ty upon it wept, kaying, That Word bath * 


broke my Heart. And meditate on the . 
. | Metcy _, 


426-6 . 
is Fe 
- 40 : 


-Mercy of God: Nothing elſe will break 
of God,withour Conſideration of His Meny, 
' won't do it. * | ;\ 

3. Go to the Lord Feſius Chriſt. Ifewa 
thy blind Eyes are opened, Chriſt muſt 6 


pen them. He came, that they, that ag} 
+ *blind, might be'malle to fee. He counſ 
every Soul that hears the Goſpel, ro comet. 
Him, thart fo they rhay have thar Eye-Salvs | - 


with which, if their Eyes be anointed, they 


{hall fee, Rev. 3. 19. Ifever thy Hearth»: 
broken, Chriſt will be the Breaker of it;\ 


and a Look from Chrift will- break th 


Heart. When the Lord Jeſus Chriſt look; 


ed upoh Peter, , he: went our, and wet 
bitterly ; yea, a bletied Look from Chritf 


© *will break the hardeſt Heart in” the World 
Wherefore, look rhou unto Him; and if 


.... thou lookeſt-up to Him, who knows, buf 


hes: £5 7 : x oy " 4 ” P | . 0 < 7 ” £4 "IO me . : , ? 
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the Heart kindly: Thoughts of the Wratk | 


—— 


that Chrift from on high may look dom 


upon thee. AWord from Chriſt will break} 


* thine Heart. We read in the Goſpel ef: 


one that was Deaf and Dumb, Mark 7.34Þ's 
Chriſt faid to him, Ephphatha, and thaf- 
his Ears were opened. If Chrift ſpeath: 


© but one Word ; if he does bur fay Ep 
phatha, be opened, thine Ears and Heat 
- will be opened, as the Lord opened tht 


- Heal - 


$5 $ 
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| Heart of Lydia. And: if the Lord Jefus 

a Chrift break thine Heart. He will heal it-— 

too; He is the Great Phyſician of Souls; - , 
I-ind. it is His Work to Heal the Broken 

Mii Heart, Amen, Lord: Jeſus. 
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| Sin and Danger 
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]Diſobedience to-the Goſpel. 
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A. had 


Matth.”x. 14, 15. 
il hs/oever ſhall not receive you, nor hear 
| your Words, when you depart out of that 
Houſe, or City, ſhake off the Duſt of 
Pour Feet. Vertly T jay unto you, it ſhall 
| be more tolerable for, the Land of Sodom 
, and Gomorrah, in the Day of Fudement, 
4 - than for that City. | 


Ad HE Context giveth us an Account 

of the firſt Commiſſion, which the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt gave unto his-Apoſtles to 
I drach the Goſpel in Zudea, confining them 
r0 
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to that Province only. In the Words befor 
us there are three Particulars. | 
1. An Inſtruction to the Apoftles, how[be, 
they ſhould* demean themſelves towar|be( 
the Families or Towns that would {light{ma 
their Goſpel, when treely offer d to thenf*M 
They were 10 Me off the Duſt of that 
Feet againſt tWefk as a Sign that that Sindh 
theirs made them the moſt abominabygfv< 
Creatures in the World, and that no furÞfore 
ther Communion was to be had' with}Wo 
them. - ha 
2, Here is declared the Intolerable Pu 
niſhment, which 'Goſpel-Deſpiſers ſhall af! 
laſt be expoſed unto. *I: ſhall be*more toleſitc 
rable for Sodom and Gomorrah 7han - fr ] 
them. The Men of Sodom were wickel|/be 
and Sinners, exceedingly before the Lord;I\F? 
guilty they were of crying, and very gric-þ#e- 
vous Sins, for which they. were made 2þ0n 

. moſt terrible Example of :Divine Ven 

ance, and they are now ſuffering the Ver}ft/ 
eance of Eternal Fire. Nevertheleſs; tt 1 

ay will come, when they thar will at} 
«hear the Words of the Goſpel preached wþita 
them, {hall- be in more Intoterable MiſeyÞne 
than the vilelt Sodomzes or Gomorrheans. a 
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2. It is here expreſſed when this ſhall 
ow|be, 212. In the Day of Fudement. It may 
rh}deGod will not (altho' ſomerimes He does) 
elt{make ſuch Sinners againſt rhe Goſpel Ex-- 
-mJamples of Temporal Judgments, as it was 
(with the Sodomrtes, but at the laſt Day, 
1Fwhen all the Men in the” World, or that 
hlefever were, or ever {hall be, muſt-ftand be- - - 
kirJfore the Judgment-Sear of Chriſt; they whos 
icwould not hear the: Word of his Grace, 

ſhall hear a ſadder Sentence pronounced up- 
Py-fon them, than on Sodom and Gomorrah. 
xt herefore the Doctrine which the Words 
Jaatord unto us, 'is.,. - 
” 4 Doctr. That Sinners who will not bear 
ef: Ihe Goſpel, ſhall recerve the foreſt Puniſh- 
2 Ment {pk inthe World at De, of Fudg- 


iehment, The awful Truth before us ray be- 


 43cenfirmed in ſeveral Propoſitions. 
Prop. 1. Men that will not obey the Gof- 

a je/ may be ſaid not to hear it. + 
&- Diſobedient Hearers, who turn a deaf 
af tar on the-Call of the Goſpel, are as if they - 
wh ieard it not. As for ſuch Perſons, 772 bear- 
ming they do not hear; there is an External 
5, Pfearing, in reſpeCt of the Ears of the Body. : 
If Men may in that ReſpeCt hear the Word 
kþ of God, but will not, this Scripture lights 
tavy upon them. It is an Intolerable 
Contempt 


58 
_ — TEM .a 
WW = 
> $$ 22. 

W - "FLY 
% *& A 


118 * The Sin and Danger 


Contempt of the Goſpel, and of the Authiligj 

of it, when the Lord ſends his Ambailadgty 
. With Meſlages of Peace, but Sinful Clif 

tures will not give them the Hearing ; (a 
is willing to treat with them about thallt 
Everlaſting Welfare, but they will not; 
" much as ſtir out of their. Doors to hear withſh 
He has to ſay. Nevertheleſs, Men may til 
&far hear the Word, and yet for all that, 
{aid not to hear it; there is an Internal; 
well as an External Hearing. There whe: 
the Ears of the Soul as well as of the Balifhe 
An Hearing with the Heart as well as wilt 
the outward Man. . Obedrexce is call 
Hearing, 112.55. 3. Hear, 1. e. Obey, 8: 
your Souls ſhall live. Becauſe the 7abifie 
were difobedient to the Word of God, thyh 
ſaid gf them, that they ſtopped their Fall 
and that they would not hear; they mullfhhr 
their Hearts as an Adamant, left they ſhall 
hear the Law, and the Words which 'F 
Lord of Hoſts has ſent in his Spirit by ik 
former Prophets, Zeph. 7. 11,12. Thi 
are three things required of all Men. wi 
the Goſpel comes: They that will mſhy 
yield Obedience thereunto, are the Perlufthe 
whom this awful Scripture concerns, - fea 
1] T2. The Copy! commands Men to rept 4 
Acts 17.-30. The Times of Ignorance Wlfhr: 
| W 1 


8 
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inked at, but now commands all Men eve- 
her: to repent. "There'is no Exception 
Wf Perſons or Places, but all Men, be they 
Jy: gh or low, rich or-poor, old or young; 
+ Were-ever they be, it the Goſpel is {ent un- 
" {them, God commands them to repent. 
Four as tor thoſe lgnorant Souls, who have 
Wh Light of the Goſpel, the Lord winks 
& :he:z: He overlooketh them, as the Ori- 
/ * pinal Word imports. He does not ſeem to 
ward them, or care what . becomes of 
"ry ' The Dottrine of Repentance is E-- 
” - Doarine. The Law ſays nothing 
Repentance ; It requires Men to live ſo, 
& that they ſhould need no Repentance : 
Nor does it promiſe Mercy to the-Penitent, 
iyly the Goſpel calls upon Sinners to*con- 
on i: W6 their. Sins, to forlake them, and pray 
it the Pardon of. them, and to turn unto 
lhe Lord ; when the Lord Jeſus Chriit did 
his own Perſon, and with his own moſt 
cred Mouth, Preach the Goſpel, He 
wvght Repentance; from the time that He 
n to Preach, He ſaid, Reperr, for the 
n. » (0 of Heaven #s at Hand, Mar. 4. 17. 
Hheretore Impenitent Sinners are 9k that 
Je not the Goſpel. 
©2' The Goſpel does not only requireMen 
wa 2nt of Sin, but that they ſhould go to 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and truſt in him alone for the Pardy h 
of all their Sins, and the Eternal Salvatig\® 
of their Souls. When therefore the Lo" 
Jeſus Chriſt did renew and enlarge thi ! 
Commiſion of his Apoſtles, He ſaid uny by 
them, Go ye znto all the World, and pre 6 | 
the Goſpel to every Creature. He that be r 
lieveth ſhall be ſaved, Mar. 16." 5, 16. Wl. 

then-every Creature, ( that is, every Mat A 
whom the Hebrews are wont to call by that” 
Name of Creature, becauſe Man is an Ept 1 
tome of the Creation ) that has the OferdI® 
the Goſpel, is required to believe on ti 7 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt. The Goſpel con-ſ® 

mands Faith as well as Repentance. Te 
Apofile giving a Summary Account of whit 7 
He taught in all Places, and-to all Pap. 
ſons, unto whom He-preached the Goſp "h 
He refers all unto thoſe two Heads, Repet N. 
rance and Faith, As 20. 21. teſtifying balt}*. 
to Zews, and allo to Greeks, Repentance th, : 
ward God, and Faith toward our Lord eſe" 
' Crit. Hence the Goſpel is called zhe Wal 
of Faith, Rom. 10. 8. The Word of Fail” 
which we preach. The-Dottrine of the Gel 
ſpel is ſo Galled; becauſe it teaches Men.thatf® 
Faith in Chriſt is their Duty, alſo 0bjediveÞt 
4, in that it isa received Faith ; and'Ef* © 
ttroely, in that it works Faith. Wherelmf<* 
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lol 


lou the Spirit by the Works of the Law, or 


= 


y tearing the Goſpel preached, which does 
p both require and cauſe Faith, (when the 
k [Pirit of Chriſt comes with it ) in the Souls 
& of God's Ele&t, Ge/. 3. 2. Yea, to believe, 
i $ the great Commandment of God in the 
ha Goſpel, 1 7obr 3. 22. Th zs his Command- 
ay8ent, that tec ſhould believe On the Name of 
Tbs Sz 7e/us Chriſt. Hedoes not only per- 
Chriſt; nor can we pleaſe God more in. 
Jay thing, than by Obedience to this Com- 
+(mandment; for the chief Defign in the 
p.part of God, is to advance and gloritic His 
491 Jeſus Chrift: He takes Pleaſure in no- 


4A 
ys 


"+I would have all Men to honour His Son, 
1Þ they honour himſelt. Now they that be- 
ſuſ'< 0n him, truſting to his Righteouſneſs 
7.ſone for Salvation. put the higheſt Honour 
apron him that poffibly can be. Unbelie- 
&rs are the Perſons that do not hear; vea, 
thatf0 a Man ſhould hear Sermons every Sab- 
;Þ-th-day, if he remains an Unbeliever {till 
-x:F 15 one that does not hear. Unbeliet is the 
+gcateſt Diſobedience to the Goſpel. | 
t-3- The Gofpel requires Holizeſs in Life 
- od Converſation, Phil. 1. 27. Let your 
xF F _ Con- 


the Apoſtle faid to the Ga/azzarns, Recero d ) 


by the hearing of Faith * He meaneth, by - 


Fait us to believe. but command us to believe - 


10ing more than in ſeeing him honoured : - 


oy 


6-4 be] 
. . 


122. The Sin and Daneer 


' Converſation be as becomes the Goſpel d|.. 
Chriſt. If you are not of Blameleſs and.Ho ul 
ly Converſations, you do not-walk 9rrrs. tn 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt. The Grace of God|% 
that brings Salvation, the Goſpel which de- Ly 
clares the Grace of God, and brings the glad]: N, 
Tidings of Salvation, reaches ws to deny Un 
godlineſs, and Wor!dly Liſts, and that ut a 
ſhould live Soberly, Right eoufly, and Godhl, - 
 #nthis preſent World, Tit. 2.11, 12. Altho|® 
.the Goſpel is called the perfect Law of Lt: - 
berty, Jam. 1. 25. it does not give Men am” "s 
Liberty to Sin, but ſhews them the only*" 
way to the Beſt and moſt Glorious Liberty, pro 


The way to obtain Liberty, not for but fron - 
Sin. It ſhews, that we are ſet at Libery h 


from the Ceremonial Law.- we are fredf* 
from that Yoak of Bondage, and from th" 
- Moral Law, as a Covenant, and therefor” ir 
| from the Czr/e of that Holy Law. we an{*'*< 
not under the Law. but under Grace; bit a0 
Chriſtians are not ſet at Liberty from that p 
Law as a Rule of Obedience. The Go pl bi 
does fo far confirm the Law, Roz. 3. 27. M. 
we then make void the Law through Earth 
God forbid; yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. Th 
Goſpel does not ſay to Men, that, if the 
vill truſt tothe Merit of Chriſt, they 

be faved,tho' they continue in their Sins fi by 
* but it bids them manifeſt their Faith 57 
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of Diſobedience to the Goſpel. 123. 
| Works of new Obedience, and declares, thar: 
jp {the Faith which 1s not attended with Works * 
"Nl of SanCtification, is no true juſtifying Faith. 
1] There were in the Pmitive Times ſome | 
Nominal Chriſtians, who were Antinomi-, . 
7. [ans pretending, that if Men did bur truſt to 
the Merit of Chriſt's Death, they ſhould 
be ſaved, tho' they lived Lives never ſocon- 
,v|trary to the Law of Righteouſneſs. Againſt 
r ;.j theſe does Fames thunder in his Epiſtle, de- 
-|claring,thart they neither had nor could have 
any ſaving Faith. Fam. 2. 14. What does 72, 
profit, my Brethren, tho' a Man ſay he has © 
Faith, and have no Works e Can Faith ſave 


that Faith without Works is dead 2 v.20.- It 

th [tis very true, that Works of Piety,and Cha- 

ity, and Righteouſneſs, do not, nor can they 

ar[&ver jultifie the Perſon of 2 Inner before 
God; only the Righteouſneſs »t Chrift, ap- 

but : 

hat mr by Faith. can dothat; neverthe- 


» 


ſpe 


Tylaving Faith. Fames ſays, that Abraham 
,þÞ Fas juſtified by Works when he offer'd I/aac, 
Th Jet he was juftified before 1/aac was born ; 


hed ut that great Act of Obedience ſhewed 
W tat-his Faith was of the right ſort. Fazrb 
00 #r0zght with bis Works, and by Works wat ©. 
lht@th made perfef. 'Tis not {aid, that his ' 
I orks wrought WIS Faith, gSif Works > 


4 th 
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bim? Wilt thou know, O vain Man, that _ 


els, they may Juſtifie his Faich to bea true - 


..* Treved the things which were ſpoken, aul 
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had any Concurrence in his Juſtification, 
bur his Faith with his Works. Faith al- 


ways produceth good Works. and is per- 
fected thereby ; Woeks of SanCtification de- 


.Clare the Perfeition, that is, the Sz7cerity of | 
a Man's Faith, Fam. 2. 21, 22. Hence then | 


if Men have the Goſpel preached to them, 


and. for all thar continue to live ungodly F 


Lives, they muft be numbred amongſt them 
"that obey nor the Goſpel. 


. | 
Prop. 2. That many who have the Goſpel 


offered to them, nevertiÞeleſs are diſobed:: 
Pnt thereunto. 

Some do, but all do not accept of the 
Grace 'ofter'd in the Goſpel. When Paul 
preached the Goſpel to the Fews, which 
were at Rome, it 1s recorded, that ſome be 


ſome believed not, Acts 28. 24. Nay, ther 
are many that believe iraot, 1t may be, whole 
Families; yea, whole Towns and Cities (s 


the Text before us intimates) will be Defpi| 


ſers of an offter'd Goſpel. It is indeed trus, 


'that the Goſpel ſeldom” comes to any Place, 


© but ſome or other -are converted and ſavel 


by Means thereof. When the Providence 


19 
Sa 


of God brought the Goſpel to Athens, cf} vs 
tain Men believed, among whom was Di I; 


. gyſz4, and a VVoman. named Damarzs, alt 
. ethers with them, Acts 17, 34. Bur thay 


- 


"7" EY "of Diſobedience to the Goſpel. © x25, A 


' were more Deriders of the Precious Truths * 
of the Goſpel, than Receivers of it in that ' 
Famous City. V Vhen God ſends his Word 
to he ina conſtant way - preached in an 


| Place, it is a Sign that He has ſome Ele 


"there, and they will kear ir, but others will 


| not, John 8. 47. He that 7s of God, heareth 


God's Words, you therefore hear them not, 


| becauſe you are not of God. So when the 


| Jewiſh Nation had the Offer of the Goſpel, 
God's Elect amongſt them received it gladly, 


| but the reſt (who were by far the greatets 


part of the Nation) would not hear, Ro. 
11. 7. The Elefion bath obtained, but the 
reſt were blinded. God had many of his E- 
let amongſt the Genz2/es, therefore He ſent 
His Goſpel among them, and they had 
Grace given them to obey it, 7s 28.28. 1 he 
Salvation of God ts ſent tothe Gentiles, and 
they wzll hear it. In fome Places, where 
God ſends his Goſpel, there are many Elect 


| Souls : So in the City, of Co-1arh; trom © 


which Confideration the Apoftle was encou- 


4 raged to continue reaching theV Vord of God 


amongſt them, fince rhe Lord had- ſaid to _ 


him,[have much People in this City, AEts 18. 
19, 11. In Ezekiels Vition concerning the 
Sanctuary Waters, 'tis faid, 1Þere ſhall be a 
very great Multitude of Fiſh, becauſe theſe 
Waters ſhall come thither, for they ſhall be 
3 healed. 


' - edon them; ſothen, many who hear the 
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but the Goſpel? - When that began to be 
preached at ZFeruſ/a/em, and from thence 


throughout the VVorld, Living Waters 
zwent out from Feruſalem, as another Pro- 
het torctold thar it would be, Zech. 14.8. 


An ſome Places there is a Mulcitude of Fiſh 
fo be caught by the Goſpel: If thoſe Holy 
YVaters come to any place, rtho' never ſo 


_ "Dead andBarren; yea,tho' it ſhould be as bad 


as Sodom it1elt; there is fomeFiſh to be made 


alive, ſome dead Souls, whom theſe Bleſſed 


VVaters muſt heal, , and make them to live, 
- But there is an awtfulV Vord inthe 11th Ver, 
of that 47th Chapter of Eze#ze!, - The Miry 


* Places andthe Mariſhes ſhall not be healed, 


they ſhall be given to Salt, Reprobate Sin- 
.ners are fitly reſembled ro Miry Places and 
Mariſhes : The Waters from the SanQtuary 


come flowing ro them. they are not healzd,}' 


they are not converted thereby z no, they 
are given to Salt. That Tremendous 
Judgment of Spiritual Barrenneſs is inflict 


Goſpel, yet in hearing do not hear. Ther 


have been thoſe, who have poſitively and} 


| profeſied!y rejected the Goſpel; fo did the 
- -Fews, when Chrift himicit was a _ 
an 


healed, and every thing ſhall Iroe whither Fj 
the Rrver comes, Ezek. 47.9, Now what 
are theſe V Varers, and what is this River, 


———_—_ — 
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and Preacher amongſt them, Mar. 23. 27, 2 
0 Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I 
| tave gathered thy Children together, and you 


| wozld 012 He came to His own.and His own 
| received him not, Fobz 1.1 1.And afterwards. 


when the. Lord ſent his Apoſtles to make 
the firſt Tender of the Goſpel to them, they 
lighted it, wherefore Pau/ and Barnabas 


| faid to them plainly and boldly, 1: was ne- 


cefſary that the Word of God ſhould firſt have 
been /poken to you , Chriſt had commanded 
that they ſhould-have the firſt Offer of the 
Goſpel, and therefore it was neceſſary. But 
ſeerng you put it from you, lo we turn to the 
Gentiles, ACts 13.46. But there are many, 
that altho' they do not.profeſiedly reject the 
Goſpel as the Fews did, nevertheleſs they 
do not obey it : They do not in Words fay 
to him that preaches to them, as they of 
old did to the Prophet, Fer. 44. 16. As for- 
, the Word which thou haſt ſpoken to ws in the 
Name of the Lord, we will not hearken to 
thee. Nevertheleſs, prat7ically they fay no 
leſs. In the Parable concerning the Sower, 
there were four forts of Ground, and bur 
one of them good. - Amongſt Hearers of the 
Word of God, in many Places, in many 
Congregations, there is not one in four that 
obeys it. And how does this come to paſs 2 
What isthe reaſon that Men receive not the 


"MY; F 4 _ Goſpel, 
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.Goſpel, when God does 1igercitully ſend 
it to them ? | | 
Anſw. 1. The Goſpel zs a Doffrine, which 
Suits not with Carnal Reaſon: There are 
Myſteries in the Gotpel, which are aboye 
Natural, and contrary to that Carnal Rex 


fon that is in Men. For a Man to have Erer- | 


nal Lite given to him, and yet no Works or 
Kighteouineſs of his own to have any Hand 
1 procuring it, feemeth ſtrange and unrea- 
tonable. A learned, but a proud Pap:}t, has 
ner been aſhamed to profeſs, That if God 
would give him Heaven Gratis, or without 
dotng fometbing to merit 11, he would not ac- 
cept of #t from the Almighty on thoſe Terms, 
For aMan to expeCtEternalLite, becauſe ano- 
ther died for him; and thar a poor meanMan, 
as to his outward Condition in this World, 
and one too that was Hanged and Crucihed, 
{ſhould be the Saviovr of the World, ſeems 
an abſurd Imagination to Carnal Reaſon, 
Altho' the way to Salvation, revealed in the 
Goſpel; is the moſt admirable Contrivance 
of Infinite Wiſdom, nevertheleſs, Carnal 
Reaſon Jjudgerh ir to be Folly, 1 Cor. 1. 23. 
We preach Chrift cruct fied unto the Fews a 
Srumbling-block, and to the Greeks Fooltſh- 


eſs. The Greeks, who were ſome of them |. 


the moſt Learned Men in the World, 
thought, that to expect Eternal Salvation 
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from a Man that had been Cruciftied, was- 
Fooliſhneſs. The Genres of old were 


wont in a way of Scott and Scorn ro call 
Chriftians CGredentes ; Men that would be- 


betieve any thing. They looked on-them as. 
the fillieſt Fools that lived on the Earth, for 
leving ſuch incredible things, as thoſe re- 


realed in the Goſpel. Hence it isa rare 
thing tor Men of great Parts and Learning 
to become real Chriſtians, 1 Cor. 1. 25. Not 
many Wiſe are called, ſome ſuch there are, 
but not many. In Athens, where was the 
chiet Urrver/ity, and moſt Learned Men in 


al Greece, there were hur a very few that . 


believed, when the Goſpel was preached ro 


them, tho' an Apoltle, and the moſt accom- 


pliſhed of all the Apoſtles, was ſent to preach 
to the Ph7/oſophers there. Marrs ſpeaks 
ofaPhyſician.thar {aid to his familiarFriend, 
ltbought thou hadſt been a Man of ſame 


[Wit and Learning, but now I ſee that thou 
art a Fool, becauſe thou belteveſt the things 


w7ch are written in the Goſpels. 
2. It 3s from Satan that Men obey not the 


__ 


here that Light prevails, it ſhines 


[down his Kingdom of Darkneſs. The De- 
Jil cannot reft where the Goſpel cometh. as 


$intimated by the Parable of the Unclean 
Pirit going out of Men, and ſeeking for 
F 5 - Reth, 


—} 
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@*Reft, but finding none, and then returning 
: Into the Houſe from whence he came, with | 
ſeven Devils for one before, Mat. 1 2.4.3,44. | 
The preaching of the Goſpel amongſt the | ? 
Fews diſquieted theDevil,fo that he was dri- | ( 
ven to ſeek his Habitation amongl the Gen: | t 
tiles, butthe Goſpel coming amongſt them, | c 
he could have no Reſt there neither, and| 1 
therefore returned to the Ferws again, who| t 
after they had refuſed the Goſpel, were ſe] v 
ven times more wicked than betore. No-| /+ 
thing difturbs the Devil ſo much as theclearſ 7c 
Light of the Goſpel. Dagor fell before the i 
Ark, ſo does Satan's Kingdom before the] b 
Goſpel. - Therefore when Chriſt ſent his 1 
Diſciples to preach the Goſpel, he ſaid] 
them, I bebeld Satan as Lightning fall Þ« 
- efrom. Heaven, Luke 10. 18. The Lord Jelus] he 
Chriſt recovered the World out of Satan's] of 
Hands, by cauſing the Goſpel to be preach] «r 
ed. » With that Bow. and with thoſe Ar] /o 
rows did he go forth, conquering the Nats tn 
ons before him. It is reported, that th w4 
Alahometan Preachers have always a Swonl 65 
- by them in their Pulpirs, to fignifie, that] for 
-- their Religion- muſt be propagated with tit] the 
Sword : . But our Saviour Chriſt did nf afl 
propagate his Kingdom in any ſuch wag Th 
The grear Tyrants of the World have ly y 
larged their Dominions by __ 4 by 1 
- . Wit) 2 
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Fires, and -Tortures, and Gibbets, for ſuch 8 
h | as would not ſubmit to them. Chtrift's - 
4 | Kingdom is not advanced by any ſuch-Me-- 
he } thods, only by the plain Preaching of the: 
i-] Croſs, before which the Devil is not able 
4-| to ſtand. * Hence Satan does all that ever he - 
m, | can, to keep Men from receiving the Go-. * 
nd} ipel; they ſhall never have it offterd to 

| them, 1t he can hinder it. The Devil was * 
ſe-| very unwilling that Pa/ ſhould goto Theſe 
Wo-| ſolonrica, 1 Theſ. 2.18. I would have come 
earl to you once and again, but Satan hindred, 
the He was afraid of ſuch a Preacher as Pax/; 
the] butif the Providence of God brings the Go- 
his} el to any Place or People, whether the 
0] Yevil will or no; he does all that he can 
fl poflibly to hinder the Succeſs of it, thar in 
{us} hearing they may not hear. In the Parable- 
ans] of the Sower, Mark 4. 15. it is faid, Theſe 
ch-| ore they by the way fide when the Word zs 
Ar-| ſotven ; winen they bave heard, Satan comes 
at] mmedrately, and takes away the Word that 
thi was ſown 71 therr Hearts, How common 
ron iS it for Men, tho' they were not fleepy be- 
that] fore, if they are hearing a good Sermon, . 
1 the] they grow drowzy, and it may. be, fall fart # 
' nd alleep before the Sermon is half done: . 
way This is from Satan, who comes immediate- 
 etÞ ly whilſt the Word is yet in ſpeaking; and 
anlf by making thoſe rhat fit under it fall wy | 
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he takes away the Seed that was fown in 


their Hearts ; or, he fills their Minds with 
Worldly or Impertinent Thoughts, that 


- they are as if they had heard nothing at all. ] 


3. The Goſpel xs an Holy Dotrine. 

It is an Heavenly Diſpenſarion ; it calls 
npon Men, not to ſcek after Tregſure on 
Earth, bur in Heaven. And that they 
* be willing to part with thoſe Sins, which 
are as dear to them asa Right Hand ora 
Right Eye. Ir is a Doctrine, contrary not 
only to that Carnal itealon, but to thoſe 
Corrupt and Carnal Aﬀections, which are 
in Men. Sinners hate to be reformed, and 
therefore they do not love the Word that 
would reform them, every one that doth E 
- vil hates the Lighr, neither cometh he to 
- .the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reprov', 


Fobn 2. 20. From ſuch Caulcs as theſe is it, ] 


--thar Sinners will not hear, will -not obey 
the Goſpel. 

Prop. 3. Such Perſons ſpall at the Pay df 
Fudgment receive the ſoreſt Puniſhment if 
any Sinners inthe World. 

The Damnation of the Sodomites will 
not be 1ſo intolerable in the Day of Judg: 


ment asthoſe that have Contemned the Ot 


ter of the Goſpel. 


——__—— 
Wo i 
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"Twe things may be here mentioned as 
Demonſtrations of the Truth before us. 
Demonſts. 1. Goſpel Deſprſers are the. 
guiltieſt Sinners in the World, therefore * 
they will at laſt be expoſed to the ſoreft 


Puniſhment. Thus does the Apoſtleargue, 


Heb. 2. 2, 3. For if the Word ſpoken by An- 
gels was ſtedfaſt, and every Tranſerethon 
and ,Diſobedrence received a juft Recom- 
pence of Reward, Dow ſhall we eſcape, if 
we negleit ſo great Salvation, which at firſt 
began to be ſpoken bythe Lord, and was con- 
firmed unio us by them that heard him. 
They that {light the Goſpel, which is Salva- 
tion ; great -Salvarion; and /o greatBalvati- 
on, as the like! was never heard of; are 
greater, and more guilty Sinners, than thoſe - 
who have been guilry of Diſobedience 
tothe Law only, wherefore they cannot e- 
ſcapethe ſoreſt Vengeance of Heaven. Thus 
allo does the Apoſtle reaſon, Heb. 10. 28, 
29. He that drſpijed Moſes's Law, died 
wihout' Mercy, of how much forer Puniſh-- 

ment ſuppoſe ye, ſhall bebe thought worthy, © 
who has 1rodden under Feet the Son of God? 


The greater the Sin, the greater the Puniſh- -; 
-| ment. Indeed it is not always 1o in this 
World; great Sinners may eſcape deſerved - - 


Puniſhment, and they that have not been 


| notorious Sinners, May 3all under very aw- 


"Al 
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ful Temporal Judgments. Suppoſe you, | 


- that thoſe Ga/rleans, whoſe Blood. Plate 
mingled with their Sacrifices, were Sinners 
above all the Ga/z{gans ? I tell you, Nay: 
Or thoſe Eighteen, upon whom the Tower in * 
S:loe fell, and flew them; think you that 
they were Sinners above all Men that dwell 
in Feruſaiem? [I tell you, Nay. Lye. 13. 
3, 4. But inthe World to come, they that 


- have been the greateſt Sinners, thall be the | 


greateſt Syfterers. At the Day of Juds- 
ment God Will render to every Man accor: 
ding to what his Works have been. Now 
Goſpel Defpiſers are the moſt guilty Sinners 
on'the Earth. For, 

I. They fin againſt T.ight. They are 
diſobedient to the Heavenly Vion ; fo Sin 
_ againft the Light of Nature, (as the Soav- 
mites did) is teartul, but to fin againſt the 
Light of the Goſpel, is on divers Accounts 
worſe. For the moſt Glorious Light that 
ever did ſhine from Heaven on the Souls 
Men, is the Light of the Gofpel. It 1 
faid of the Goſpel, that zhe Ho/y Ghoſt hs 
ſent it down from Heaven, 1 Pet. 1. 1% 
Therefore to withſtand thar Light, muſt 
needs be dreadfully dangerous. A Man 
. that ſinneth ignorantly, 15s not guilty like 


1 
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him that fſinneth againſt Knowledge. 7am, 
4+ 17. To him that knoweth to do Good, and 


> 
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toth it not, to him it 7s Sin. He has bet- }- 

+ | gous Sin and Guilt on his Soul. Impenitent 

; | Unbelievers under the Goſpel know how to 

| do Good, and do ir not. If they had never ._ 

1 } heard a Sermon preached to them, they 

t | would have had no Sin, in compariſon of 

{| | what now they have. Doth not Chritt 11y 

. | asmuch? Fobn 15. 22. If I had not come 

th and ſpoken to them, they had not had Sin, 

e | but now they have no Cloak for their Sin. 

- | .They would have had no hin comparative- 

: | ly, but now they are moſt inexcufable. 

# | They are Firſt-rate Sinners, who ſhut their 

rs | Eyes againſt rhe Light, - tor which Cauſe 

they muſt needs fall under the heavſeft 

re | Condemnation that can be, 7ohn 3. 19. 

in | This zs the Condemnation, that Light zs come 

o- | into the World, and Men love Darkneſs ra- 

ie | ther than Light. Atthe Day of Judgment 

ts | God will render unto them that obey nor 

at | the Trurh, Indignation and Wrath, Fribu- 

of | lation and Anguiih, to every Soul of Man 

is | that doth Evil; of zhe 7ew firjt, and alfo 

as | of the Gentile, Rom. 2. 9. Why to the Few 

2| firfl2 Bucaule the Few had not only the 

it} Light of Nature, bur the Means of Grace, 

an} Which the Genz//7 had not- oh 
2. They that defpiſe, or diſobey the. Go- * 

ſpet fin exceei'rgly againſt the Grace of *-- 
od... Yea, . againtt that Grace, which : 
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: brings, which ofters Salvation to Sinners: | 
Tis called the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 
Acts 20. 24. . Then Diſobedience thereumo | 
is a lighting of Grace; and truly it is a- 
_ Rfloniſhing Grace, that ever the Grear God 
ſhould offer Terms of Mercy.. and declare f 
himſelf willing to be reconciled. ro them | ,, 
that have {ſinned againſt him, conſidering | 
how great the Injury is that is done to him of 
by the Sinsof Men, and how eafie it is for 
" Him to eaſe Himſelt of his* Adverfaries, þ 
and to avenge Himlſelt ot His Enemies, and i, 
to gain Eternal Glory to His own Name | x, 
- by making their Souls a Sacrifice to His Inh- . : 
nite Juſtice. They thar deſpiſe this Grace, Wo 
do in that Reſpect fin more heinoully rhan mig 


. ever Sodom and Gomorrah did, who nevet $7 


had one Offer of the Goſpel, or one Sermon | g., 
preached to them aboutChrift andSalvarion [gp 
It was ſaid to Capernazm, If the mighty |. 
Works which have been done 1n thee, had Sinn 
been done in Sodom, 2t would have remain: this-> 
ed to this Day, Matth. 11. 23. 10 had theyſyeo 
© - been told, that In caſe they did repent, and ; 

\ turn from their horrid Sins, and b=lieveon|y,, 
* the Sonof Ged, all their Sins ſhould beſ py. 
© waſhed away in his Blood, who kpows|y, ;; 
how far ſich bleſſed Tidings would havely, 5 
* affteQted them, or what Keformation itfhy, ; 

© would have cauſed in them ? The _ | 
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| the free Favour of God, is very fignal to 
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them that have theGoſpel preached to them; 
for the greateit part of Mankind by far have 
itnot, but fit im Darkneſs, and in theReegi- 
on of the Shadow of Death. Therefore 
they that will not hear nor obey the Goſpel, 
we guilty of a great Sin, which but few.in 
theW orld comparatively are-guilty of; yea, 
of a Sin, Which the Devils were never guil- 
tyot: For when once they had finned, God 
ſpared them not, but caſt them down to Hell, 
2Pet. 2. 4. The Lord did not enter into any 
Treaty of Peace with them,or make ſo much 
$0ne Offer of Grace to them, in caſe the 

would repent, and, turn :unto Him: He 


| mght have ſuffer'd all fallen Men. as well 


8 all fallen Angels, ro have periſhed for 
wer; but He has been ſo Gracious as to 
ind out a way fur our Salvation, and by 
te Goſpel, ro reveal it unto us. VVhar 
dinners are they that regard nothing of all 


"Jus? How will ſach Deſpiſers of Grace 


Day wonder and periſh ? p 
3. They that diſobey the Goſpel are guilty 
f murdering therr own Souls. 


Hence Wiſdom (that is Chriſt) has faid, 


le that finneth againſt me, wrongeth hs 


Ve br Sox; all they that bate me, love Death, 
 UPtop. 8. 36. Such a Sinner wrongs and ruins 
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n. own Soul, he is (as the Hebrew Word 


there 


Life. 9.d. If you were to be your om 


4138 The Sin and Daneer: 
there uſed imports) a Vulture to his own 
vSoul. A Murderer is a guilty Creature, 
velf-Murder is the moſt heinous of all Mur- 
ders; Soul-Murder is the worſt Selt-Mur- 
der. This are they guilty of, who diſobey 
the Goſpel : It was therefore ſaid ro the 
Goſpel-deſpiſing Fews, -Atts 13. 46. Tu 
judge your ſelves unworthy of Everlaſting 


Judges, you muſt condemn: your felve;: 
Everlaſting Life is ofterd to you in the 
Goſpel; by putting it away, you declat 
ho ſelves to be worthy of Eternal Death: by 
 VVhat can you do more to bring the Guit| ® 
of the Blood of your own Souls upon 
own Heads? VVell did the Apoftle fay#|Y 
ſeme other 7ews that refuſed the Golp © |: 
Tour Blood be upon your own Heads, At th 
18. 6. They were guilty of the Blood G 
their own Souls. The very Thought 
this will be a moſt intolerable Torment it] 
the VVorld to come for ever. If an | Wh 
raclite that was bitten with a fiery SerpeitÞ®? 
{hould have refuſed to look, unto the Br » 
- Zen Serpent, after he was rold that his Lik|% 
depended thereon, would he not havebeaſ®* 
guilty of his own Deſtrudtion 2 Sg wha 
Sinners, whoſe Souls are bitten with th on 
' _ Hery Serpents of Hell, are by the Goſpel of 
 inform'd, that if they go to Chriſt, ty 
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ſhall live, and not die, but they chuſe to 
die rarher ; are they not Deſtroyers of ther” 
vn Souls? It a mortally wounded Man 
| hall wiltully refuſe an only Remedy. he is 
mlty of his own Death : And donot Sin- . 
rs, Who refuſe an only Saviour, deſerve 
tb be Damned - Eternally and Intoletably 2 - 
The Heinouſheſs of their Guilt is one De- 

| monſtration of it. 
«Demonſtr. 2. It zs evident in that ſuch 
dinners provoke God infinitely. 

No Sin does inflame that V Vrath which 
th: | ens to the bottom of Hell, like Diſobe- 
yi} fence to the Goſpel : Unbeliet is in a pecu- 
at | manner a God-provoking, and there- 

& | Weabove others, a Soul:damning Iniquity. 
& | there were ſome, unto whom God ſwore in 
&| fs VVrath, that they ſhould not enter into 
1 | flis Reſt — Ard 19 whom fare He, that 
t of Mey ſhould not enter into bis Reſt, but to 
it ip(0em that believed not ? Heb. 3. 18. God 
1 {&d the Children of 1/-ae!, that if rhey 
yeit would venture themſelves, and rely, upon 
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Br im, the Land of Cuxaarn ſhould be theirs. 
- Life[out in this thing they believed notthe Lord, 
\ heaxſctefore He was VVrath, and ſware, that 
whaſ*t an Unbelieving Soul of them ſhould 
h theater into that good Land : So God in the 
>ofhe boſpel declares to Men, that if they will 

Ml {ubmit 
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ſubmit to His Son Jeſus Chriſt, Heaven ſl 
be theirs, . and that therefore they ſhoull. 
hearken to him. Now to disbelieve all ;- 
diſobey this VVord of the Lord, can 
but be an Infinite Provocation to him. | Fit Us 
1, Such Sinners deſpiſe the moſt lovi "bu 
and kind Offer that ever was. 4 , 
No Man had ever a better Offer than tha 
which the Goſpel makes a Propoſal of: F*, 
offers Chrift with all his Benefits; all#JF 
defirable things which this V Vorld cang oy 
ford, are not worthy to be mentioned i};” 
the ſame Day, with the Glorious things wh 
miſed in the Everlaſting Goſpel. NowafF'! 
deſpiſe Kindneſſes is very provoking; gl 
Ingratitude is an high Provocation : TWIF 
| that refuſe the Goſpel are the moſt ungitizi 
ful Creatures that ever lived : They putt 
Slight upon the moſt Glorious Demonſirlt Pp 
On of the Kindneſs and Love of God towad A 
Men that ever was, Fob 3. 16. God foltf,” 
ved the World, that He gave His only bwfh** 
ten Son, that whoſoever believes _1in Mx. © 
' ſhould not periſh, but have Everlaſting Bf UE: 


Never was there ſuch Love as this, Oe Te 


the like never was. And therefore role; rh 
ipiſe this Love is ſuch a Sin, as there 5 
| | a 


none like it. 
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| '2. Op Deſpiſers are Contemners of - 
mls Son of God: Yea, they trample him 
Fer Foot. Nothing is ſo dear to God as 

y818 Son Jeſus Chrift. Ir is a Celebrated 
{ oo amongſt the Zeros, That God made the 

” /'oh for the jake of the Mejfrah. Chriſt is 
 arer to God than all the Creatures in the 
bole World. All the Men on Earth, and 

'the Angels in Heaven, are not 10 dear to 

F No as Jeſus Chriſt is. He is God's Dear 
Ir; His Beloved Son; the Soul of God 
PA nei S in him, and therefore nothing 1s or 
41a be more provoking to God, than for 
Fen to deſpiſe the Son of his Love. But 
£14s do they who continue in their Sins and 
| I :liet, when the Goſpel is - preached to 
-j[dem. They practically ſay, we care not 
Wl Chriſt: As Fereboam's Faction ſaid, 
* ſi Kings I 2. 16. What Portion have we in 

F avid 2 neither have we Inheritance in the . 

won of Jellai. This is the Language of Un- 
&f; we care not for a Portion in Chrift, 
FRE ans not an Intereſt in the Son of God : 
"Ix ay, Sinners fet an higher Price, a greater 
6. Pale on the vileſt things, than on the moſt 
tecious Lord Jeſus Chrift, ſo do they 
Jontemn him. They prefer this dirty 
i World above him; they will rather part 
[ith Chriſt, than part with the World, 
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142. The Sin and Danzer 
When the Goſpel calls them to do it. 1; 
not this to contemn hin; Nay, Sinn 
give Satan the Preference to Chriſt ; the 
chuſe rather to continue to ſerve and ol 
Satan, than Chriſt : + Nay, they prize Sin, |* 
(which is a viler thing than the DewJ; 
himſelf) more than they prize Chriſt, fit I 
that is the Queſtion where theGoſpel comg Th 
who {hall be' loved moſt, Chriſt or ſe 
World, Chrift or Satan, Chriſt or Sin! 
How did-the 7ews provoke God, miſerabh|* 
to deftroy them, when they ſaid; Not #|& 
' ſus, but Barabbas * And do not they iii 
* nitely provoke him, who by their contiwf| 
ing in Unbelief and Diſobedience tot 
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Goſpel, fay, Not Chriſt, but the Wotkt 
not Chriſt, but Satan; not Chriſt, but $1 
is that which Wwe'would have to reign ont 1 


uS. 

. | 3. They that diſobey the Goſpel, are Gut mak 
ty of moft borrible Blaſphemy. Mi 

4 do they not then provoke the Lok}*> 
L Fobn 5. 10. He that believeth not Gul n 
has made him a Lyar, becauſe He believelll, Fe 
not the Record that God gave of his Sig. 
The Unbeliever ſays that Chriſt is not thi 
Son of God : He ſays ſo in Effect, tho'$ by 
may be not in Words; yet that's the Laft® 
guage of his Unbelief,that the Word whit” G 
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God has given of Chrift is not true. VVhen 
4 Chrift was baptized, God from Heaven 
+ | aid, Thzs zs my Son. That's not ſo, ſays 
| he Unbeliever. And again, when Chrift 
1 mas Transhgured, there came a Voice from 
bl the excellent Glory, ſaying, 1hzs 7s my Son: 
&| That's a Lye, fays the horrid Unbeliever. 
- | Thus does he make God a Lyar : Menare 
ſtovoked, they can't bear to have the Lye 
n:|gven to.them ; and do we think that the | 
+ [atrat God of Heaven will endure it, thar 
> | Unbelievers ſhould make him a Lyar. The 
+ { Quth is, that if a Man would be ſo wicked - 
8 |Sto fit down, and think, and ftudy with 
* | Wnfelf how he might provoke God: to 
#.| Wer, he would not do it more effeRually 
in tan by Diſobedience to the Goſpel. 
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FF] Ni. Let us proceed in the Fear of God to 
>4j//mke ſome Application of the DoQtrine, 
Mich has been thus explained and con- 
med. 
Gu] The firſt Uſe ſhall be for Inſtruftion. 
ve, Several things may for our further In- 
- eMction be inferred fromthe Text and Do- 
t thÞ\ne before us. 
ho | Iiyſtr. 1. If the Judgment to come will 
' 1,ffhan [7rtolerable Day to them that diſobey 
whilf® 92/7c/, then rhe- contrary is to be at- 
ml TL firmed 
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firmed of them that yield a due Obedience 
thereunto; The Day of Fudement ſhall be 
unto them a moſt comfortable and bleſſed Day, | | 
they ſhall be the happy Subjects of all | 
the Good and Blefledneſs which is con- | / 
tained in that comprehenſive Word Sal |1 
vation: For Chri/7 zs the Author of Eter- | 
nal Salvation unto them that obey him, | 
Heb. 5. 9. Not a Salvation of the Body off | # 

5 

S 


ly, but of the Soul ; not a Temporal, but 
an Eternal Salvation, is by the Goſpel af 
ſured unto all them who obey that VVor | # 
of Chrift. That dreadful Sentence of Eter- | K 
nal Death, which the Law: pronouncth | $ 
on every Tranſzreflor, the Goſpel declary | 
it to be reverſed by a Gracious Pardon, | 
Rom.-8. 1. There zs therefore now no Cor |. 
demnation to them which are in Chriſt 7eſm, 
who walk not afier the Fleſh, but after th 
Sprrir. Tt is not 1aid, that there never ws |* 
- *a Condemnation belonging ro them, but |! 

now there is none at all. They that hat [*4: 
Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, evidenced by this 
walking not after the Fleſh, bur atter the 
Spirit, there-is no Eternal Condemnarion uÞ%45, 
. them; that which was, is for Chritt's ſak[92N 
tepealed.The Goſpel does (as has been {hav[% att 
ed) require Men to repent and believJ* 4 
withal,afſuring them, that if they do fo,theÞP&ci 
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. Sins ſhall, for the ſake of the Name of 
e | Chriſt, 'he torgiven. When therefore 

, | Chriſt ſent his Meſſengers abroad in the 

1 | World, He commanded them to preach Re- 

1- | fentance and Remi!ſion of Sins in bis Name, 

1 | luke 24. 4.7. Yea, all the Sins of every Pe- 

p. | fitent Believer on Chriſt, are for his ſake 

«| tor ever pardoned. As 13. 38, 29. Be 

| 8 #07077 unto you, that through this Man 

at { 8 preached unto you the Forgrueneſs of * 
of. | Sins, and by bim all that believe are ju- 
hed from all things. This is the ſweet 
ex. ) Wice of rhe Goſpel; ſuppoſe them to have 
& | &1_n=ver. ſo great Sivners, if penirent 
We believing Sinners; they are pardoned 
mers. We read in the Goſpel of a Wo- 
9+ |2an that was a Sinner, that 1s, a vile and 
{#, |Mkamous Sinner, Luke 7. 37. but in the 
fy [xt Verſe, we rcad of her unfeigned Re- 
wy | nance: She wajhed the Feer of Criſt 
bat [9b her Tears. Upon this "tis ſaid in 
ut [*47- Her S711, wich were many. are for- 
her [ver Whar Sinners were the 7ews, who 
the cucified the Son of God 2 There never 
yn 0}945, nor could there be a-greater Murder 

Fkpmmitted. Nevertheleſs, ich of them 

#5 afterwards obeyed the Goſpel, had that 

jerebd all other rheir. Sins .remirted. Peter 

chenſpieached the Goſpel ro them, and they be- - 
nh G lieved 
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lieved it. Repert (ſaid he) and be bap|. 
 wizeg inthe Name of the Lord eſis Chill f 

for the Remiſfion of Sins, Atts 2. 38. Thy 
did repent, and were wounded at the Heanſ® 
for what they had done,and as a Sign ther? 
of; they were Baptized into the Name df. 
' Chriſt. For in thoſe Days, to ſubmit. h 
Baptiſm was a grear Evidence of true þ » 
pzntance, inaſmuch as He that was Bayf Ws 
tized into the Name of Chriſt, therebſ$ 
endangered the Loſs of his Eſtate, Libery 
Relations, Lite, and all that was dear u |. 
to him, in this World; when they thy 
maniteſted their. Repenrance, their gall 
Sins were all forgiven! to them. W 
a Sinner had Paz! been before his Cons 


l 


yer 
of 


fion? He was a Perſecutor, and a Blaſph 
mer, but upon his turning to God Et 
Chriſt, he found Mercy, which made by 
ſay, This is a faithful Saying, and worll 
of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſs ” 
znto the World to ſave Scuners, of whil 
I am chief, Tim. 1.15. One who afidf 
watds died a Martyr, was converted if % 
reading theſe Words of Paul. The Blo kee 
of Chrift is through Faith, ſprinkled q\ 
the Soul of the penitent Belicver. And 
$, ſuppoling his Sins to be the moſt hep 
nous that ever were committed, that pt [ha 
cl 
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| ous Soul cleanſing Blood will make him 
122] potleſs and guiltleis before the Lord. Da- 
a9, by Faith knew this, which made him 
--Ipray, as in P/e/l. 51. 2. Waſh me throughly 
"RL from mine Intquity, cleanſe me from my 
7 "|877. He prayeth that his Soul might be 
, Jmaſhed in the Blood of Chriſt, and then 
MP believed, thar notwithſtanding his ha- 
ling been guilty of Bloody and Filthy 
limes, Chriſt's Blood would: purifie his 
" Fleart; wherefore he adds in v. 7. Purge 
pe with Hyſop ;. Lepers, and other unclean 
M&rſons under the Law, had the Blood of 
7 he Creature that was Sacrificed, ſprinkled 
en them with a Bunch of Hyſop ſeven 
oo Times, fignifying that the Souls of Belie- 
ja {ers ate perfectly cleanſed from the Guilt 
hin of Sin, by the Blood of Chriſt, who has 
bn Sacrificed for them ; and this makes 
Jthem wh:ter than the Snow, as David there 
Ki, weaks, notwithſtanding his grieyous Sins. 
fo And inaſmuch as the Sins of them that o- 
11 &y the Goſpel are all pardoned, their 
nodouls muſt needs be ſaved; nothing can , 
7 {ep their Souls out of Heaven, but only Sin; 
44207 can their Sins do it, if they be repen- 
'pefi<d of, and pardoned in the Blood of Chriſte 
Tlhe Goſpel aſſures the Believer, that he 
e; {iball as certainly have Everlaſting Life in 
G 2 Hea- 
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Heaven. as if he were there already. 7oby | j 
5. 24. He that heareth my Word (lays |' 
Chrift) and belreveth on him that ſent me; | q 
has Everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come | 1 
into Condemnation, but zs paſjed from Death 
wnto Life. This Sentence of Pardon and f 
Life, which the Goſpel pronounceth on the] 
Believef, will, by the Son of God himmſelt, | f& 
be declared betore all the World 77 7he Do | þ 
of Fudgment. Every penitent Believer on | 
Chrift ſhall then have a Publick Acquiz |} 
tance and Abſolution” before all Angels and | 
Men. As 3. 19, Repent and be Convertel | 
that your Sins may be blotted out, when thi 
times of refreſhing ſhoil come from th 
Preſence of the Lord. Their Sins are blot [upp 
ted out of God's Book as ſoon as ever the, -], 
have unfeignedly repented of them, bur in [ye 
theDay of Judgment this ſhall be openly des 7 
.Clared: In thar Day Unbelievers ſhall beſt 
Sentenced to Death, and Bclievers (being{þl; 
made Righteous -through Chriſt) unidnhic 
Eternal Lite. Marth. 25. 24. Then /halÞ hi 
the King ſay to them on his Right Hand|liz 
Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, inherit theÞhe 
Kingdom prepared for you from the Four in; 
datron of the World: So then the Day offajoy 
Judgment will be a comfortable Day untoſhart 
Believers; a Time of Refreſhing; = | 
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hall and Mercy in that Day; it will bethe . 
appieft Day that ever they ſaw. [7t. 2. 13. 
ys | That b/eſjed Hope. Their Eternal Salvation 
; {mill be conſummated in that Day. Heb. g. 

ne | 18, Chriſt was once offer d to bear the Sins 
th q mary; and toithem that look for him ſhall 
appear the ſecond time without Sin, un- 

he | aSatoart on. Nor can it be otherwile, 
ll, | fnce they that do by Faith receive the Go- 
of ſhel; are nearly related w. Chriſt, who is | 
M | dined ro be the Judge of all the World : 
it; ſhe Judge is rheir hingular Friend, and near 
nd tnſman. When ſome informed the Lord 
* | Mus Chriſt that his Brethren defired to 
Bk with him, His Reply was, My Bre- 

M\Wer are thoſe which hear the Word of God, 
| [ado ir, Luke 8. 21. 8 
J:1 Inf. 2. The greateft Miſery of Sinners is 
Wi rocome: It is therefore ſaid, It fhall 
d&[& more tolerable for Sodom than for them 
beſttar reject rhe Goſpel. The moſt intole- 
ngiSle part of their Puniſhment is not that 
mech is ar preſent, but that which /ſha// 
MW hereafter. AS the greateſt Happineſs of 
levers is future; ſuppoſe a Godly Man 
theÞpbe in never tuch Worldly Proſperity; it 
un indeed a rare thing for a Holy Man to 
 offrjoy great Earthly Felicity ; for the moſt 
nofart God giveth thar unto thoſe whom He 
1] _ *WI3 does 
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does . not intend to give Heaven unto: |. 
Wherefore Chrift ſaid, Wo znto you that 
are rich, for you have recerved your Cons, 1 
folatrion, Luk. 6. 24. Nevertheleſs, ſome n 
few Inſtances there are of Pious Men a-|: 


bounding with Earthly Comforts; bur: all ; 


their Treaſure on Earth is nothing, compa-| 1: 
red with the Inheritance which is refer-|, 
ved in Heaven for them. As for the Glory 
wWaich {hall be revealed, neither their pre-|* 
ſent Adverſity nor Proſperity is worthy to] +; 
be.compared with it, Thus alſo muſt we C7 
fay concerning the Miſery of Sinners : Hog x 
often do Sinners in this Life. complain (#| 
- Carn did) that their Puniſhment is oY ® 
thah they can bear 2 There are ſome Si-| 3 
ners in ſuch Miſery, as that they woull 
think themſelves happy it they might bt] 6, 
diſpatched out of the World : Like thoſe 
that were tormented with the Locufſts in 
the-Revelation, who fought Death, bu 
could not find it, and deſired to die, bn 
Death fled from them, Rev. 9. 6. Mah 
metans (thoſe, Locuſts were ſuch) are i... 
' cruel to their Slaves, as they often with # te: 
Death: But let their preſent Miſery be ne 8 
ver ſo grievous, that in the furure Worlf y 
will be far more intolerable; the Sinn In 
worſt z5 10 come ; And when does it <2} | 
n/d © 
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* | Ar7/a. 1. It begins at the Hour of Death: 
For a Sinner {is no ſooner dead, but his 
{Immortal Soul is in Hell. Now tho' this 
Farth is a miſerable Place to ſome, Hell is 
f infinitely worſe. Drives was no ſooner: 
ib Lead, but 'tis ſaid of him, rhat in Hell he 
"1 lift up his Eyes, being in torment: He made 
*] adoleful Cry, I am tormented in this Flame , 
IT] 2nd Oh! (faid he) I am 71 a Place of Tor- 
ment; He begged as for his Life that he 
might have but ſo much as a Drop of 
[Water ; but Hell is the Pit wherein is: no 


Tomorrah, that they ſuffer the Vengeance of 
c Eternal Fire, Jude 7. In reſpect of 'their 
D Bodies they did ſuffer the Vengeance of 
| Fire, bur that Fire was not Eternal, but in 
Wi teſpect of their Souls, the Sodomrtes are 
{ittering the Vengeance of a Fire that is E- 
-epfrnal. The Sinners of the old World,;who 
"6.[ were diſobedient to the Word of God 
w preached to them by Nob; their Souls are 
;,jw in Hell. The Apoſtle fays of them, 
bo that zherr Spirits are now in Priſon, 1 Pet. 
tne 3. 19. Hell is the wofulleſt Priſon thatcan 
nj & thought of: Ever fince thoſe Sinners 
-"F | G 4 were 


( Water; Fire, but no Water: The Souls 
1 there have not a Drop of Comfort to miti- 
*| gate their Sorrows. It is ſaid concerning 
*% | the People that once lived in Sodom and 
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were drowned, (which is now Four Thou 


{and Years ago) their Souls have been in 
that Priſon, and in grievous Miſery there; 
tor which Cauſe they. are repreſented in 
the Scripture, as {ighing and groaning, as 
Men in great Anguith uſe to do. 7ob 26.5. 
The Words which are there tranſlated, 
Dead things are formed under the Waters, 


and ihe” Tababuants thereof ; according, 
© the Hebrew Original run thus. Ihe Gr 
enis ſigh under the Waters with therr Juhi, 


bilaznls; meaning the Sinners of the old 


World, who were many of them Giantsp | 
they, with the reſt of the Inhabrranrs 1h 
Hell, figh and wail, becauſe of their helps 


LEE 
oa. 254 
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leſs Miſery. _ . - 4 

2. Mich more at the Day of Fudgment; 
then Sodow's work, and every Sinners 
worſt, that ſhall die in- his Sins, will 


come upon him. As it is with the fallen; 


Angels; the Devil and all his Angels are 


ncw in great Miſery, Chains of Darknels | 


are upon them ; bur they ſhall be in more 


A = » ”, © #» 4 
grievous Darkneſs of Miſery at the Day 


of [udgment, . than what. at preſent they 
are in: Therefore Luke ſpeaks of a Mul- 
titude of D-vils, which begged of Chrik 
thar He would not command ihe 70 go'znt0 
the Deef, Lake & 31. Which {heweth), hy 

; Cty 


Y - » Ai 
, £4 1,.:&:6 
; & 8 *T En 
= - 


# of Diſobedience to the Goſpel. 1523 "Þ 


” .if they are not. as yet in that Depth of Miſc- 


ry which they ſhall hereafter be in. In 
Matthew they cry out, Art thou come to 
torment ws before the Time, Matth. 8. 25+- 
After the Day of Judgment they will be in 
more intolerable Torment than what ar pre- 
ſent they are in. So 1t 1s with the Damned 
Souls; the Day of Judgment will be to" 


[them the ſaddeſt Day that ever was; 


when it is, that all the Inhabitants of Hell 


| never think of the Day of Judgment with- 
{| out Horror and Dread : * For they all know 


that then is the Day for their Execution. 


" yo” if but Twenty Perſons are Executed 


” | none Day, it is an awful thing; but what 


ll a fearful Day will thatbe, when Millions 


of Millions ſhall be brought to their Exe- 
cution 2 Tt is a dreadful Death, which they 
ſhall then be Sentenced unto; in the Scrip- 
fure it is often reſembled to a Death by 
Burning : Yea, the Second Death is ex- 


| prefied by that of being caft into the Lake 
'puwbich burns with Fire and Brimſtone, 


Rev. 21.8. Fire cauſeth great Pain ; but 
if Brimſtone be added to it, that makes the- 
Pain more intolerable : Some ſay, thar if 
but two or three Drops of#burning Brim- 
ſone falls on a Man's Hand, the Torment 
of it will make him to roar out ; bur what 

5 then. 
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then 1s it, when the whole Body ſhall be 
_ In a Lake of burning Brimitone ? Yet theſe 
Expreſſions are but Metaphors; the Death 
which Sinners at the Day of Judgment ſhall 
+ be Sentenced unto, and that Sentence exe- 

 cuted upon them, will be infinitely more 
intolerable than any material Fire and 
Brimſtone. That-which makes the Puniſh- 
ment the more, yea, moſt intolerable, is 
the Everlaſtingneſs of it. Marth. 25. 46. 
Fhe' wicked ſhall go away into Everlaſting 
Preniſhment ; their Miſery will be eaſcleſs 
and endleſs. Rev. 14. 11. They haven 
Rej? Day ner Night; not ſo much as ons 
Day, nor one Night, nor one-Hour, nor 
one Moment ſhall they have any Reft or 
Eaſe throughout Eternal Ages. When kter- 


nity is added to Extremity, it makes the | 


Miſery to be moſt intolerable. A Man in 
Deſpair once ſaid, If I were to be in Hell 
for a Thouſand Years, methinks that might 
be endured, but when I think of Eternity, 
Tam amazed. Truly it is a Soul amazing, 
a Soul confounding Thought, when a mile 
rable Creature has been in the Fire as many 
Millions of Ages as there are Stars in Hea- 
ven, to, be no fiearer unto an End of his 
Sorrows than he was the firſt Day it began, 
how dread:ul is that? Can the PR__ 

: caſt 
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he | Heart endure, or can his Hands be ftrong, 
eſe | when this ſhall comeupon him? Bur thus | 
ath | twill be at the Day of Judgment, which 
131} | s therefore called Erernal Fudement, be- 
xe- | auſe Men ſhall be to all Eternity,as theDay 
ore | & Judgment {hall find them and leave - 

them. Heb. 6. 2. The Wrath of the Eter- 
ſh- | mal God in all the Fulneſs of it, does then, 
is | and not till then, come upon * Sinners. 
46, | Hence 'tis called zhe Wrath ro come, Mat. 
nd 3.7. Who has warned you to flee from the 
e& | Wrath to come 2 The Day of JudgmenF#is 
m7 | Glled the Day of Wrath. 7ob 21.30. The 
mk | Wicked- ſhall be brought forth to the Day of 
or | Wrath : As Maleftactors are brought forth 
or | out of Prifon, in order to their Execution, 
er | are Sinners brought out of the Priſon of 
he | the Grave at the Day of Judgment, that ſo 
in| the Wrath of the Almighty God may be 
ell | poured out upon them for ever. 
tl Inf. 3. Sinners in the World to come 
ry, | hall not all ſuffer alike, as to Degrees of 
g, | Puniſhment. I» 
e-| Altho' they that ſhall ſuffer leaſt will 
ny be inexprefſibly miſerable, nevertheleſs, 
2-| fome will have a more intolerable- Hell of 
is] it than others ſhall : Contemners of the 
n,| Goſpel ſhall be puniſhed more intolerably 
's| than the People of Sodom and — - 
Nt | 


» 
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And the Sogomries {hall have a greater Pu- 


niihment than many other Sinners, who 
have not been ſo wicked as the V. All that 


are Sinners are not equally ſo; for all] 


Sins are not of the ſame fize. Ezek. 8, 
6. Seeſt thou the great Abominations which 
the Houſe of Iſrael commtieth * Turn thee 
yet agarn, and thou fha!t ſee greater 4bo- 
mrnations. There are i5me Sins which 
are Abominations.; ſfoire which are 
great Abominarions ; ſore which are 
grggter Abominations than orhers :  Alrko 
no Sin is to he accounted ſmall, becauſe the 
leaſt Sin is High-Trezſon againſt the Infi- 
nit2 Majeſty, yet ſom- Sins are compart 


F "wo 


others. Some are compared to Morzes., 0 
thers to Brams, Matth. 7.2, 4. Tome to 
Gnas, otiers to Camels, Matth. 23. 24 
There's a vaſt Ditterence berween a Cx 
mel. and a Gnat; Degrees of Puniſhment 
in the World to come will be according to 
the Meaſore of Men's Sinning and Guiltr 
neſs whilſt they wzre in this World. 
There are ſome that have-ror finned half 
fo-much: nor have half that Guilt upon 
their Souls as other Sinners have; Ezek. 
16. 51. Nether "I S2marig* committed 
half thy Sins. The runihment of vin 


tively ſmall, if laid in the Balance with 


proceeds trom the incgnied Dilpleaſure 


of 1 
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of an Holy God ; but ſome Sins are greater 


Provocations than others, Neh. 9. 18. 
They bad wrought great Provocations : 
It is ſaid. Ephraim provoked bim to An- 


ger moſt bitterly. Hol. 12. 14. Such bit- | 


ter Provocations, withour Repentance, end 
in the moſt bitter Plagues. 

-'T. They thar have ſinned out of Teno- 
tance, ſhall receive a more tolerable Pu- 
nihment than thoſe. that have finned 
knowingly, and againſt the Light of their }. 
own Conlſciences. Luke 12.47, 48. Foe 
Servant which knew bis Lord's Will, and 


$ prepared Not himjelf. , neither . did accor- 
| vg ro hz s Vill, ſhall be heaten with ma=- 


wy Stripes : But he that kn-:vnot, and did 
rmmit things worthy of Stripes, ſhall be 
beaten with few Siripes. 

2. Perſons who have been Civil, Sober, 
and Temperate, and it may be, Exemplary 
tor Moral Virtue, it they have not Faith 


In Chriſt, will go to Hel when they die : 
Bur their Punithment will not be ſo grear 
as theirs, who have lived m-Scandalous 
dins ; efpecially they that ave indulged 
themielves ih Debaucheries,, and vile Un- 
cleannefles, {hall. ar rhe Day of Judgment, 
be condemned to the fſoreft Fire in the 


Furnace of Hel, as a Punithment for their 
burning 


- 
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burning in abominable Luſts. There are - | 


ſome in the World that will meer in the 
Night on purpoſe for.a Debauch > What 
a fearful Place in Hell is there prepared 
and reſerved tor them! 2 Per. 2. to. The 
Lord-has reſerved the Unjuſt unto the Day 
of Fudgment to be puniſhed, but chiefly 
them that. walk after the Fleſh in the Luſt 
of Uncleanneſs. And the more any have 


indulged themſelves in the Pleaſures 6 Sin, 


the greater {hall their Inrolerable Damna- 
tion be at the laſt: They will find” thoſe 


Pleaſures to be bitter Pleaſures, when it 


will be roo late for them to repent of 
their Folly. Rev. 18. 7. How much fhe 
lived delicaoufly, fo much Torment and Jbr- 
row grve her. : 

3: And what {hall be thought of ypo- 
crites, Who, it may be, are not openly 


Profane, bur make a Pretence of Sancti- . 


iy, when their Hearts are not right in the 
ight of God ; An Hypocrite 1s one that 
 divideth his Heart between God and Sin, 
Chrift and the World, and therefore his 
Doom is, Dib:de him, cut him afſunder, 
and appoint his Portion with Hypocrites;, 


there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, | 


Matth. 24. 51. The foreſt Puniſhment 15 


exprelicd by that of zhe Porizon of Hypoyf 


Cries; h - 


| Heart beap up Wrath, Job 36. 13. There 
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crites; and whereas they are ſaid to'weep 
and gnaſh their Teeth, that ſhews, that 
their Miſery will be intolerable. There 
are /e!f-decerving Hypocrites, that do not 
know that they are ſuch : How lamenta- 
ble will their Caſe be at the Day of Judg- : 


, ment, when they, who verily thought that 


they ſhould have ſtood at the Right Hand 
of Chriſt, {hall ſee themſelves at his Left, 


Hand, and fo all their Hopes of Salvation 
diſappointed for ever! There are alfo 


ſelf-condemned Hypocrites, who know, that 
their Pretences to Religion are but Prete-xts 
to ſerve a Deſign. Such an one was Ab/a- 
lm, and fuchan one was Fezebe!, and ſuch 
were ſome of the Phar:z/ces. They would 
be long in Prayer, that they might be 
thought to be Perſons of great Devotion 
and Religion; by rhis Means they deceived 


| filly Widows, who truſted them with their 


Eſtates; which when they have got them 
into their Poſſeiſtion,they would defraud and 
devour the true Owners thereof, Matrh. 
23. 14. Jon devour Widows Houſes, and 
for a Pretence, make long Phayers, there- 
fore you ſhall receive the greater Damnati- 
on. Hypocrifie will aggravate Damnation. - 
This made E!ihu ſay, The Hypocrites in 
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isa mighty Heap,a Mountain of Wrath laid 
up for Hypocrites, which will fall upon 
them at the Day of Judgmenr. 

4. Apoſtates, (who indeed are no better 
than Hypocrites) from the Blefled Truths 
and Ways of God.will have a forer Puniſh- 
ment inflicted on them at the laſt Day, than 
may be ſaid of other Sinners, Prov. I 4. 14, 
The Backſlider in Heart ſhall be filled with , 
hzs own Ways; he thall have» enough of 
his Backſliding one Day. Sometimes A- 
poſtates are made feartul Examples of Di- 


vine Diſpleaſure in this World, as it was 
with miſerable Sp7ra; who, upon his re- 
nouncing the Truth, thought he heard a 
Voice ' laying to him, Go rhow Apo/tate, 
and receive the Sentence of thy Damnation. 
So gicat was the Horror of his Conſcience, 
as that he profefled he did not think 
that the Damned in Hell could be intgreat- 
. er Miſery than he endured. When the Lord 
fays, If any Man draw back, my Soul ſhall 
have no Pleaſure in him, Heb. 10. 38. The 
Meaning is, that it any Sinners in theWorld 


ſhall fall under the Difpleaſure of God, Ce 
ſuch thall. There are ſome, who prove |, 4 


Apoſtates as to the Prattical Part of Relip:- 
on fthey did once run well ; they ſet upon a 
Courſe of Religious Duties; tkey would 


read 
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read the Scripture, hear Sermons. and pray 
in vecret, but rKey have caſt oft the thing 
that is Good. All their Goodneſs 1s vaniſh- 
& like the Morning Cloud, and like the 
Early Dew. How intolerable will their 
Condemnation be? It had been better for 
them, not to have known the Way of Righ- 
teouſneſs, than after they have known, 10 
turn from the. Holy Commandment, 2 Pet. 
2.21. Apoſtacy is worſe than Ignorance, 
and will be followed with a ſeverer Puniih- 
ment, : 


5. Such as have continued long in Sin, 


will on that Account receive the greater 
Damnation. Ijar. 65. 20. The Sinner of an 
llindred Tears -old ſhall be curſed : . The 
longer any Man has lived in Sin, the heavi- 
& will that Curſe be which {ſhall at laſt 
fall upon him. An old Drunkard, or one 
that is old in Adulreries, or in any other 
ray of Wickedneſs.. will have the {adder 
Reckoning in the Day when God {hall call 


Ihcm to an Account. Many a Sinner that 


bas lived to be, it may be, Threeſcore Years 
dd, it he had died, and gone to Hell 1n his 
Childhood, or in his Youth, would have 


1d 2 cooler Place there than now he ſhall 


have. When Sinners for a long tineabule 
the Patience and Goodneſs of God, in ſpa- 
| ring 
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ring theirLives,what do they do? They trea- 
ſure up to themſelves Wrath againft the 
Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the Righ- 
teors Fudgment of God, Rom. 2. 4, 5. 
Eſpecially, it withal they have enjoyed the 
Means of Grace for many Years. The 
Lord ſaid of 7ezebel, that he gave her 
ſpace to repent, and ſhe repented not, and 
therefore he would caſt her into a: Bed, 
not only of Tribulation, but of great Tri-- 
bulation, Rev. 2, 21, 22. The longer the 
Space, and the greater the Means to bring ; 
unto Repentance, if neglected, the heavi- 
er will the Tribulation be at the laſt. 

6. They thatdraw others into Sin,to the 


Ruin of their Souls for ever, will receive | 


the more intolerable Damnation on that 
Account at the Day of Judgment. There 
have been Men in the World, who have 
+ made whole Nations to Sin, Corrupting and | 
Poyſoning the Souls of Millions, as did 7c 
reboam, Who made Iſrael! to Sin. Oh! 


4 


what an intolerable Damnation muſt ſuckÞ 


miſerable Men receive in the Day ot Judg: 


ment? To be guilty of the Blood of one]. 


Soul is a fearful thing. 7er. 2. 34. In iy 


Skirts #5 found the Blood of the Souls of poor |- 


Inpocents. There are that have raught 0 
thers Wickednefs; there are that entice un- 
' t0 
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to Evil, there are that diſſwade and dif- 
courage others from that which is Good, 
in their Skirts will be found the Blood of 
'the Souls of them that have been ſo un- 
happy as to kearken to them. How will 
ſuch Sinners cry out in Hell againſt the Pei- 
ſons thar have murderd their Souls, fſay- 
ing, We may thank you for our being 1n 
theſe 1ntolerable Torments. Tt is reported 


| concerning one of the: Kings of Scotland, 


that he thought a dead Man whom- he 
auſed 'to fin againſt his Conſcience, ap- 


| peared to him, crying out, Wo worth the 


Day that ever I knew thee, for becauſe T 
finned to pleaſe thee, I am now adjudged 
to the Torments of Hell. 

_ 7. The wicked Children of Godly Pa- 
rents, dying 1n their Sins, will receive 2 
greater Damnation in the Day of Judgment 
than the other Children ſhall. Mazrh. 8. 
12. The Children of the Kingdom ſhall be 
caſt into utter Darkneſs, there ſhall be 


4 free ing and gnaſhing of Teeth. Th 


J 


- 
ſal! be caſt into utter Darkneſs, into the 
Temotett Place from Heaven, into thedeep- 
elt darkeſt Place in Hell. How ſhould it 


*e otherwiſe, when they have ſinned a- 


gainft their Education 2 When the Ex- 
amples, and all the Inftruftions and 
Countels 


, 
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Counſels of their Godly Parents ſhall 

riſe up in Judgment againſt them at the 
lat Day? Yea, when the very Prayers and 
Tears which their Parents have ihed for 
them ſhall be like Oyl, to make the Ever- 
laſting Flames of Hell burn with the grea- 


_ ter Fierceneſsand Fury. When Drves was: | 


in Hell, it was an Addition to his Torment, 
that He was a Son of Abraham. 

Infer.a. There is nothing of more dange- 
rows Conſequence, than for Men not to grve 
adue Reception to the Goſpel of Chriſt. We 
lee that {inning againſt the Goſpel expoſeth- |! 
to the foreſt Vengeance. It does 1o as to' 
Eternal Judgment, - and Spiritual Judgments 
(which make way tor that which is Eter- 
nal) are the Conlequent of not giving a 
due Entertainment to the Goſpel. Ir be- 
comes a Savor of Death unto Death. unto 
them that perith under it. For Men to 
have their kars deatned, their Hearts hard- 
ned,. and their Eyes blinded by the Light 
of the Goſpel, is a dreadful thing. Was þ 


It. not ſo with the Pharzjees. when Chriſt Þe 
{aid tothem, For Fudgment am I come, that * 


they who Jee might be made Bind, John 9. 
29. or Elie the Goſpel is taken-away froms 
a People who are unthanktu) and unfruit- 
tul Under it, For this Caule does the _ 

| {nd P 
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, | ſend upon them a Famine; not a Famine of 
| | Bread.and of Water, (tho' that is a black and 
-*] aterribleJudgment) but which 1sa Thouſand 
times worſe, a Famine of bearing the Word 
- | of the Lord, Have not the Fews tound it + 
> | 62 The Goſpel of the Kingdom which 
mas firſt preached to them, 1s taken from 
them, becauſe they did not bring forch 
the Fruit thereof. And has not all Afra 
- \ found it ſor which was gloriouſly enlight- 
e id with the Goſpel, but 1s now all in 
h. | Darkneſs > And- has not all Africa found ' 
0 '1itfſo? There were once Famous and Learn- 
s |& Miniſters in that nart of the World, 
r- [whoſe Writings areof Uſe to the Church 
a 4* God ſtill, and Three Thouſand Church- 
e- Is there, but now there is none in that 
ro [aſt Continent ; and how it will be with 
to te lately Goſpellized America, no Man 
I- fan ſay : Butalas! Men's Hearts are not 
ht Jatected with Spiritual Judgments ſo much 
25 Þ with Temporal. Know then, that the 
ik Þreft outward Plagues (as well as thoſe 
at PFlich are Inward and Spiritual) are the 
9, fwal Conſequent of Diſobedience to the 
-Wwipel. Witneis Zeruſaulem and the wholz 
it- Pviſh Nation. The Goſpel was offter'd 
xd Pthem, bur they made light of it, and 
nd Þertained ſome of the Preachers of it ſpite- 
| fully, 
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fully, and ſlew them. For this the King 
of Heaven was wrath, ſent his Armies, de 
troy'd thoſe Murderers, and burnt theit 
Ciry. Matth. 22. 5. God brought an Ar 
my of Romans upon them to be the Exef 
cutioners of his Wrath. There never 
Nation ſo plagued as the miſerable Jewiſ 
Nation has been. 1 Theff. 2: 16. Wrathij x 
come upon. them to the uttermoſt. It if x 
enough to make an Heart of Stone to bleed 
to read theStory of the Miſeries which the} py 
Fews were expoſed unto aiter they had} x: 
jected the Golpel : And all this was bit] 
what the Lord had foretold. Marth. 44x 
21. Then ſhall be great Iribulation, ſuchd Þ 
' was not ſince the beginning of the Worldiii 
this time; no, nor ever ſhall be. Andi Di 
theſe latter Ages, whar ſad Conſequens} 
have there been of Diſobedience to the &|® 
fpel2 How has it been in Germany ? I "Y 
Luther's Time, almoſt Two Hundred Year - 
fince, the Light of the Goſpel broke fort} 
wonderfully, and ſhined down the Dart] 
neſs of Popery ; the Proteſiants there welt 
under the Name of Evarngelici, becauk 
they profeſſed a SubjeStion to the Goſpe, Jr 
but for all that they were guilty of a Pre f 
Hical Diſobedience thereunto. A Famols ih 
Miniſter there hearing one read _ 2 


Dir mnrmMoOOoOt ca 
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Sermon on the Mount, ſaid Amr hoc o—_ 

b Evangel:zum, aut nos non ſumns Evangel:- 
&| 5;: If this be Goſpel, we are not worthy 
of the Name of Evangelics. And: what's 

Wl come on that Empire 2 Eſpecially on the 
 Palatrinate, where the Goſpel did firſt 
thine, and in the greateſt Splendor 2 Come 
and behold the Works of God, and what 
Deſolations He has made in that part of the 
Earth, andler us tremble at it. Sometimes, 
1 for. one Refuſal of the Goſpel, particular 
te Places have been ſwept away with de- 
hy flating Judgments, as with a Beeſom of 
un! Deſtruction. In Scor/and there was an 
Ky Eminent Miniſter, in the beginning of the 
a Reformation, whoſe Name was W:/eheart; 
| hepreached for ſome time at a Town called 
Dundee, bur after a while, the Chief Man 
Gl the Town told him he ſhould preach no 
| mote. Well, ( ſaid he) God &nows I have 
deſired and endeavoured your Salvation : 
| 1be Word of God have 1 brought to you, but 
_ you have refuſed it, without doubt the Lord 
Tal! revenge the Contempt of His Word : 

. ſp{ome heauy Judgment 3s near wnto you: 
n $) fit be not ſo, ſay I am not led by the Spirit 
p lf Truth. So he came out of the Pulpit, 
andwenthis way. Within four Days atter 


iſk 


-oMhich, the Plague broke in upon theTown, 
Fl | and 
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and ſwept away incredible Numbers of the 
Inhabitants in a few Days time. The fame] 5 
Miniſter came to a Town called adding] y 
7on, obſerving their Indiſpohition to receive] y 
the Goſpel, he thus expreſſed himſelf, I, 
have heard of thee, that Two or TIhrel: 
Thouſand of thy Inhabitants would run 10ſtthy, 
a vain and wicked Play, when as ſcaraly 
One Hundred will come to hear the W, o—k I 
God. With Fire and Sword you ſhall þ A 
plagued, and the preſent Inhabitants ſhillly, 
be driven from their Houſes. The Predt-Þ; 
tion was ſoon fulfilled: For Enemiesofjy 
another Nation poſſeſſed the Town, bunt, 
a great part of it, drove away the Inhabt-y,, 
tants, and but few of them ever returned, 
Something of this Nature have we ot 
ſelves known in this Land. The Naris ,,, 
ganſets (who were then the greateſt Body te 
of Indians in New-England) many Yeatshy : 
fince had the Goſpel ofter d to them, | buthp, 
they would not receive it, which occaſional x 
a Miniſter of God thus to expreſs himidlihg 
If the Lord does not deſtroy the Narragat-Þ q 
ſets, then ſay, that his Spirit has not ſpl, 
ken by me. We have ſeen thar Predictionf,, 
verified. There was a conſiderable numb. 
of. the Mampernoag Indians, Old Miſe, 
_ Elliot (whom ſome have called the deverithy, 
. Can 
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ie] 727 Apoſtle ) oftered the Goſpel to them. - 
«1 Their Sachem (that Ph:/tp, that began the 
%] War upon the Eng/zh above Twenty 
IK Years ago) rejected it with Scorn, and 
> rok a Button © into his Hand, and faid, 
"it He cared no more for the: Goſpel, than 
Jtlje did for that Button. And what has 
"God done to that Pagan, and to all thoſe 
[ Idians © How few of them are left 
'#\ſteathing on the Face of the Earth at this 
bull Yay 2 So dreadfully dangerous a thing 
1s it, not t9 give a due Reception to the 
$YWord of Chriſt. There are ſome Parts in 
Mis Country, who have had the Goſpel 
abt nely ſent ro them; fo it is in Road-INand, 
Wd in ſome other Places. We had need 
Winy tor them. thar they m2y (as I hope 
/17fhey ſhall) have Grace to receive it as 
% Itey- onghr to do, otherwiſe there is cauſe 
abt fear, that Signal Judgments are not far 
bl from them. | 
ml} Let the laſt Uſe be for Exhortation. 
fiBifer the Word of Exhortation. 

el 0þ! let every Soul be perſwaded 10 obey 
JI" Goſpel. Some Conſiderations and 
1Lanſels let me ſpread before you, and ſo 
nbq mclude. 

Mi Conſider. 1. Thzs 7s a Matter, in which 
el Fare infinitely concerned. 

_ cath: H It 


ce 
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It is not a light trivial Thing which 
you hear, but a Matter of Lite and Death. 
Men are wont, when their Lite is in Dan- 
ger, to be very much concerned in theit n 
Thoughts and Spirits. Truly, 1o 1s the; 
Caſe here; Moſes ſaid to the Children of 
Iſrael, Deuter. 32. 47. Set your Hearts h 
unto all the Words which I teſti fie amongfi 
you this Day, for it 7s not a vain thing F 
for you, it is . your Life. So let me fy 
to you this Day, obey the Goſpel, 2 af 
your Life. The Lite not of your Bodies | 
bur of your Precious Souls, are concerned} 
in this Matter. An Immortal Soul, whict|y, 
is more worth than the whole World,is con ;x 
cerned herein. I/.5.5 2,3. Hearken diligenth| 
and let your Soul delight in Fatneſs : Hear ty; 
and your Souls fhall Irve. Aly, your Souls 
your Souls, the Life of your Souls for eve 
depends upon this. Who is there thatf yr 
would not live for ever? Who is thet|the 
that would not be happy to Eternity; 
Except you obey the Goſpel, you cannffpr 
have Eternal Life. When therefore th{$jr 
Jews put the Goſpel from them, thafyf 
were told, that they judged themſelv41je 
unworthy of Everlaſting Life. Mattefgf 
wherein Eternity is concerned, are ſeriahſe 
and weighty things. Now every Sol en 
amongſt us muſt be, and ſhall - eitht Fe 
| ternal. 
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1 | fternally Happy, or Eternally Miſerable, 
I. | xccording as we receive or refuſe the Go- 
Mn] fpel. Since then, Lite, Salvation, Eterni- 
ell} ty depends thereon, we are infinitely con- 
ne Frerned in this Matter. 
; Confhider. 2. "Y Good that will certain- 
TiSt by follow, rf. we obey the Goſpel. 
ef SE will on "IL ate ri. 26 
Ing Bleſſed are they that hear the Word of God, 
Jay} and keep it, It is not an External, bur 
: #|an Internal, or Obediential Hearing of 
Sf the Word of God, that will make a Bleſſed 
nell Man. Fames 1. 25. Whoſo looketh into 
Ml the perfect Law of Liberty ( which is, 
or] 2s I ſaid to you, the Goſpel ) and con- 
nh tinues theretn, he not being a fergerful 
earf Hearer, but a Doer of the TWerd, this 
ls] Man (hail bes bleſſed in bis Deed. That 
eval Man, all whoſe Sins are pardoned, 1s 
thll firely 2 Ble{led Man. But fo: it is with 
het the Man who has obeyed the Goſpel, as 
was {hewed in the firſt [U/z. It may be 
nMvWFme of you have been guilty of grievous 
Sins; of taking the Lord's Name in vain ; 
thiſof profaning His Sabbaths; of Difobe- 
ellFdience to Parents: of vile Uncleannels ; 
UtFot Thefts; of Lying ;s and theſe | horri- 
ri ble Sins committed many a time; Re- 
oFhent of them, and believe on the Lord 
nFkfus Chrift, and then hear what God 
na. H 2 | Th 


&.. 
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in the Goſpel fays to you. TI/az. 1. 18, 
- Come and let ws reaſon together, ſaith 
© the Lord, tho your Sins be as Scarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as Snow, tho they 
be Red, like Criniſen, they ſhall be as 
IWooll, The Reddeft.rhe Bloodiefſt Sinners, 
if they be willing and obedient to the 
Goſpel, ſhall have all their Sins Pardon- 
ed; think of ir, you that have been guil 
ty of Sins, which are of a Crimſon Dye, 


Itmay be there are ſome of you that have] 
continued long in your Sins. Indeed, if | 


you do ſo awhile longer, there will” be 
no Hope for you, and as I ſaid to you, 
the Puniſhment to be inflicted on you in 
the Day of Judgment, will be greater for 


your having perſiſted ſo long in you 


Diſobedience ; bur if now. at laſt, with 
out any further Dclay, you will be per 
tTiwaded to do as the Goſpel requires, al 


{hall be as if they had never been. When. 


your paſt and long-continued Rebellions 
once there was a Man, that it 


to old Sinners, ſaid, Do you think that 
God wil accept of you now £ Do you thank 
that God will take the Devil's Leavingst 
Thar Holy Martyrg Mr. B:/nrey, hearing 
him ſpeak ſo, was much offended. Tha 


_ Mun (aid he) does not preach the Gif . 


; 
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ſpel. Let an old Sinner come to Chriſt, 
and He will accept of him. . The Grace 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is ſo exceed- 
ing abundant, as that He will not refuſe 

any that come to him with Penitent and 
Believing Hearts. Altho? it is a very" rare 
thing for Sinners that have hved all 
their Days under the Goſpel, to be Con- 


- | rerted in their old Age, nevertheleſs ſome 


ſuch - Inftances, ſome ſuch Mirrors 
iand Miracles of Divine Grace there 
have been in the World. One that was 
brought home to Chriſt in his old Age, 
would afterwards often ſay, with Admi- 
ration at the Grace of God towards him, 
F TI bad died before I was Threeſcore and . 
Sixteen Tears old, I had certartnly gone 


-to Hell. You then, who are come to 


your Eleventh Hour, to the Concluſion 
of your, Days, be perſwaded now ta 
hear the Call of the Goſpel, and Bleſlzd. : 


'l, 


are you. 


\. - Confider. 3. We, for our Parts, have 
' bad the Goſpel graciouſly vouchſafed to ws. 


It we perith, we {hall not periſh for lack 
of Viſion. How {ad is it, to periſh in the 
Valley of Vifion2 How inexcuſable ſhall 
we then be? We have had the written 
Goſpel, When Ephraim had for a long 
Bus || H 3 time - 
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time negletted and diſuſed the Divine 
Law, to aggravate his Crime, the Lord 
iaid, I have written to him the grea 
things of my Law, but they were counted 
as a ſtrange thing. And has not the Lord 
written to us th2 Great, the Precious and 
Wonderful Things of his Goſpel? Have 
you rot the Blelied Bible in your Houſes? 
Thar Man is guilty of a grievous Sin, 
that liveth wirhour a Bible. Now in that 
the Goſpel is contained : And have we 
not the Goſpel preached to us by thoſe 
whom the Lord has raiſed up, and ſent to 
ipeak in His Name? How many Sermons 
have you heard? Who is there amongf 
us all, bur has had many an Otter of Chriſt? 
Have we not bcen born and brought up 
in a Place, where the Light of the Goſpel 
has ſhined upon us all our Days? Such 
will, in the Day of Judgment, be found 
dear Places to live in, it the Goſpel has 
been diſregarded or dilobeyed. It were ba 


ter to go to Hell out of any Place, -than outÞ 


of ſuch a Place : Betrer ro have lived in Go- 
morrah, than in New-Erg/oand: Better to 
have lived in Sodom, than in Boſton, if you 
. die in your Sins. Oh! that you would 
think on this one Word, and remember it 
when you.ſhalk ſee me 1o more: There is 

130! 
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| not a Soul in this Aſſembly but ſhall cer- 


'| Year after another, ina careleſs Neglctt of - 
+ Chriſt, and of the grep Salvation, with-. 


; brings Salvarion, faith, Live overly ; but 
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fainly either go to Heaven, or to one of the 
darkeſt Places in Hell. 

Confider. 4. There are many amongſt is, 
who, notw!tbſtanding they bave lroed under 
the Light of the Glorious Goſpel of the Bleſ- 
ſed God, have not been obedrent thereunto. 

Oh how many! The Goſpel aith, -re- 
pent and turn your ſelves from all your 
Tranſgreſlions, that ſo Iniquity may not be 
your Ruin ; but is there not many a Soul, 
which hears me this Day, that has not 
turned from all his Tranſgrefiions? There 
is ſome Sin or other that they live in, and 
will live in, tho' it be their Ruin. There 
is no perſwading them to turn from it. The 
Goſpel faith, He that has Chriſt has Lite; 
therefore, above all things, make ſure of . 
an Intereſt in him; but. how many are 
there that content themſelves to live from 
one Week after another, nay, from one 


out any Aflurance of their Intereſt therein? 
The Goſpel, that Grace of God, which 


are there not thoſe among us, that live in 
Drunkenneſs, and in other ſorts of Intem- 
zrance? The Goſpel ſaith, LL79e Rrghtes 

1 4. ouſly ; 
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ety, but are there not thoſe that are Un- 


righteous in their Converſation towards 
Men? Theyll deiraud their Neighbour of 


nay, ſome, that will ſteal. And what an 
2{toniſhing thing 1s ir, that Perſons, who 
Five under the Light of the Goſpel, {ſhould 
dare to commir ſuch a Sin as Theft, which 
Men, who have had nothing but the Light 
of Nature to iuftruct them, have abhorred 
as a ſhameful and abominable Evil? The 
Goſpel fays, Live Grd!y;, bur what Ungod- 
ly Lives do ſome live? Every one that 1s 
Ged!y will pray, Plal. 32.6. fo then Prayer- 
leis ones are Ungodly ones. How many 
{uch are there? Is ir not faid in Matthew's 
Goſpel, Enter 7nio the Cloſet, and pray to 
"your Father, which is in ſecret, Matth. 6. 
6. Are there .not young Men, that hve 
without ſecret Prayer 2 And it may be ſome 
elder ones too, that can content themſclves 
to live without Prayer in ſecret before the 


ſo LUngodly as to live, without Prayer in 
their Families? Art thou an Houtholder, 
and yer art {o devoid of Godlinefs, as-not to 
pray with thy Family? Then the Goſpel 
Condemns thee, and God Almighty will 
Damn 


his Due; they'll ſlander their Neighbours; 


Lord for whole Days together ? And are 
ſuch Godly, think you ? Are there not ſome ' 
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Damn thee, for living in the Neglect of a. 
known Duty. againſt thy Conſcience, which 
ſmites thee for it. How often have you 


Þ been put in Mind of that Scripture? 7er. 


19. 25. Pour out thy Fury on the Famuytes 
which call not on thy Name. | 


Confider. 5. Nothing will be ſucha Ter- 


ror to the awakned Conſcrence of a Sinner, 


es the ſad Thought and Remembrance of a .. 


negleited Goſpel. 
When Dzves was in Hell, and it was 


faid to him, Remember that in 1by Life- 


time thou hadſt thy good things. That. 
Word and that Remembrance muſt needs _ 
cut him to the Heart. But how will it 
pierce thy Soul, if thou dieft in thy Sins 
and Unbelief, when it ſhall be ſaid'to thee, 
Remember that in thy Life-time thou hadſt 


good Books, and above all, the Bleſſed Bi- 


ble. put into thy Hands. Remember that 
in thy Life-itme thou didf live for ſeveral 


Years under the Teaching of ſuch a Mini- 


ſter, who ſhewed unto thee the Way of 
Salvation, but thou wouldft not hear it 2? 
Conſcience will Torment and Tear the Souls 


. of Sinners for this one Day. At the laſt 


they ſhall find it ſo. Prov. 5. 11, 12, 13. 
Thog ſhalt mourn at the laft, and ſay, 
bow have I bated Inſtrution, and my Heart 


Hs deſpiſed 
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deſpiſed Reproof, and have not oveyed the 
Voice of my Teachers, nor imclined mine 
Kar to them that iniirutted me. It may be, 
when Death comes, Conſcience, which is 
now aſleep, will awake and roar upon thee 
like a Lion, and tear the Cawle of thy 
Heart, with the ſad Remembrance of a 
neglected, deſpiſed Goſpel, which thou 
haſt had the Offer of. I remember q 
young Man, who on his Death-bed, being 


in grievous Horror of Conſcience, I asked 


him what was the Sin that did lie moſt hex 
vy on his Conſcience ? Ob! (aid he) 7 75 
any Neglect of the Means of Grace. I have 
heard Sermens, ard regardedihem not, and 
do you think there is any Hopes of Merg 
fer ſub an on? ? This was the dying Cry 
of a young Man, whoſz Conſcience was 
awakned with the Sight of Death and 
Erernity. There was another, who was 
Executed by the Sword of Civil Juftice for 
4 horrid Crime; when he was on the Gab 


lows, being adviſed to declare what Sinf 


did moſt of all trouble and terrifie his 
Conſcience, he ſaid with Anguilh of Soul, 
That the Thought of the Sermons which be 
had heard, but regarded not, was a greater 
Troutle and Terror to bis Conſcience, than 
a/ the 6ins that ever be bad been guilty of; 
not 
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notwithſtanding he had been a very wick-- 
ed Man. Verily it-is thus with Sinners in” 
Hell, who have gone thither with a load 
.of Sermons on their Backs. Every Diſo- - 
bedience to the Call of the Goſpel, - every 
Neglect of Chrift, will lie heavier than 
Mountains of Lead on the Soul of ſuch a - 
Sinner, when he muſt be in that Place,where 


| the Worm dieth not, and where the Fire 


never {hall be quenched. 

Oh . then be perſwaded to obey the 
Goſpel. _ | 

In order thereunto, ſome Counſel let me 
lave with you. 

1. Remember who 1t zs that ſpeaks to you: * 
in the Goſpel. It is not Men only, nor is 
it an Angel that ſpeaks in the Goſpel, bur 
one, who is Better ant Greater than all the _ 
Angels in Heaven. Ir is the Lord; it is 
the Son of God himſelf When the Prince 
of Life, when the Lord of Glory ſpeaksto' - 
you, Will you not hear what He ſays? Q 


give earncſt Heed to the Things which 


you hear; He ſpeaketh from Heaven : 
Shall the Word that comes from him that .. 
is in Heaven,” be {lighted by any of you? 
Heb. 12. 25. See that you refuſe not him. 
that ſpeaks; for 1f they eſcaped not, who + 


refuſed him that ſpoke on Earth, much pots 


"T8 The Sin and Dancer 
fhall not we eſcape, if we turn from bun, 
tbat ſpeaks from Heaven. Whenthe Law 
was given, the Son of God came down on 
Mount $77az, and fo ſpake on karrth to the 
Children of I/72c{4, and His Voice then 
{hook the Earth , and they that diſobey'd 


it, died for it. Now He is in Heaven, yet. 


He ſpeaks from Heaven to us, who are on 
the Earth, by that Goſpel which the Holy 
Ghoſt has ſent down from Heaven. As ever 
we deſire to eſcape Everlaſting Deſtrutti- 
on, it concerns us to take Heed of refuſing 
_ or diſobeying the Voice of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel: Yea, God himſclt ſpeaketh when 

the Goſpel is preached, tho' the Deſpiſers 
- of it are poor frail Men. This Heaven- 
ly Treaſure comes to. us in Earthen Veſlels, 
2 Cor. 5. 20. Weare Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as though God did beſeech you by us, we 
p*Y you in Chriſt's Stead to be reconciled 
zo God. To dcefpile an Ambaſllador is to 
deſpile the King that ſent him; fo they 
that deſpiſe Goſpel Sermons, deſpiſe not 
Men, but. Chrit and God. Does not 
Chrift Himſelf tell you ſo? Lwke 10. 16, 
He that heareth you, heareth,me;, and He 
tbat deſp:rſerb you, deſpiſeth me; aud Þe 
that ah eth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent 
7s iurely it this were well thought on, 
Men would be afraid to diſobey the Go- 
{pel 


i 
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ſpel. If when they take a Bible into their 
Hands to read therein, they remembred 
ard confidered, this is God's Book; and 
whilft I am reading, it is God Himſelf is 
as really ſpeaking to me, as if I ſhould hear 
2 Voice from the excellent Glory out of 


| Heaven, rhey would obey that Word. And 
if when they hear Sermons, they remem- 


bred that God and Chriſt from Heaven is 


ſpeaking to rhem by that poor Man, they 
| would hear, with Reverence and Obedience. 


It is related concerning the Great Confian- 
tine, Thar altho' he was the Emperor, and 
the greateſt Man living on the Face of the 
Earth, he would many times ſtand up from 
his Seat when Sermons were preached to 
him, for which he gave this Reaſon; I 
(faid he) confider that God is ſpeaking to 
me by that Man ; and 1 ſhow that Reſpect not 
our of Reverence to the Man, my Infertor, 
that ſpeaks, but out of Reverence 10 the 


| Name of God, whoſe Meſſenger be is. Not- 
| withſtanding his being the greateſt Man in 
the World, he was ſenſible that the Eternal 


God was infinitely his Superior. We read 
concerning Eg/or, (an Heathen Prigce) that 
when Ehud 1aid to him, I have Mtn 
from God unto thee, he aroſe ont of his Seat, 
Fudgees 3.20. 90 it Mendid believe, that - 


Ser- 
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Sermons are Meſſages from God unto them, 
that would awe their Spirits {o, as they 


what is in that dreadful Name delivered to 
them. + 

2. Take heed of thoſe things which will 
hinder you from cloſing with the Motion 
of the Goſpel. 

Whatever will keep you from cloſing 
with Chriſt, as oftered in the Goſpel, Oh! 


it keeps many an one from embracing 
Chrift, . The young Man in the Goſp4d 


than part with his Eftate. Why did not 
they that were invited to the Marriage of 
the King's Son, obey the Invitation? lr is 
faid, They went away, one 10 bis Farm, and 
another to his Merchand:ize, Matth. 22. 5. 
There was the Temptation, wherewith 
they were entangled and en{nared. Take 
heed, leſt the World become a Snare to 


from Chriſt for ever. Worldly Cares, and 
VVorldly Profits, and V Vorldly Pleaſures, 
are very dangerous things. The Thorny 
Ground had the Seed of the V Vord ſown 
en. it, but brought no Fruit to PerfeCtion, 


your Souls, and keep them at a diſtance _ 


would not dare to diſregard and diſobey | 


beware of ir. The World 1s ſuch a thing, | 


made fiir Promiſes ; but when it came to | 
the Trial, he would rather part with Chrilt ' 
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becauſe they were choaked with Cares and 
Riches, and the Pleaſures of this Life, 
Luke 13. 14. And jbeware of vain Compa- 
nions. It is the Devil that diſcourageth 
and hinders Men from embracing the Go- 
ſpel, as you have heard; bur how does he 
do it2 He makes uſe of the Sinner's Un- 
godly Companions, as his Inſtruments to ' 
deſtroy their Souls. Young Men, think'ot 
this; if you love your Lives, toriake them 
that have been your Companions in {in- 
ning, and have no more to do with them, 
as formerly. ; 

This is not my Counſel to you, but the 
| Lord's, Prov. g. 6. For ſake the Foolifh. and 
live. Young Man, if thou haſt any Love 
for thy Life, follow that Counſel. Alas! 
how do young Men meet together on Sab- 
bath-day Nights, after they have been hear- 
ng the Word of God, for vain Diſcourſe, 
or it may be, that which is worſe, by rea- 
fn whereof, the Word does not profit 
q hem. There are {ſome young Men (I pray 
Fuod bleſs them) who meet on the Lord's 
Day at Night to repeat rhe Sermons they 
have heard preached, and to pray together. 
But there are others, who ſpend that Even- 
Ing in vain, and it may be, vile Diſcourſes 
and Practices. So do they become forget- 
tul Hearers of the Word. 3. 0h, 
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3. Oh! think much and often onthe Day |6 
of Fudgment ; think of the Certainty of it, If 
W 

th 


We muſt all ſtand before the dreadful Tri- 
bunal; there 1s no avoiding of it. Then 
the Enquiry will be, did you obey the Go- [th 
ſpel or not? Think what Anifwer you will [T! 
make to that Queſtion. An Intereſt in Jn: 
Chriſt rhen will be infinitely better than J# 
- Ten Thouſand Worlds; wherefore make Ih 
| ſure of it now. The Apoſtle, that fo heJe: 
might awaken the . Arhexzans to Repen-I 
rance,. puts them in Mind of the Day ofÞi 
Judgment, As 17. 3O, 31. The ſerious Þi 
Thoughts of that would firike a Damp on'Þ6- 
the Hearts of vain Creatures, when they:uu: 
are in the midſt of their mad Mirth and er 
TJolity. They could not be merry in theit|er 
Sins, if they would think ſerioutly on theft 
Account they muft give ar the laſt Day. ItÞiea! 
its ſtoried concerning one of the Kings ofÞvor 
Hungaria, that being very penhive in hisÞth 
Spirit; a Brother of his asking the Reaſonfſſai 
of it, that King replied, I have been guil:fte: 
of great Sins; and notwithſtanding my bai 
 zng a King, 1 muſt appear before the EterFfatt 
nal God to Fudgement, and the Thonght offs Se 
that makes me jad. The Wile Man uſethfng 
this Argument, to perſwade unto Faitlut t 
and Obedience. Eccleſ; 12. 13, 14. = [ | 
ul 
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y [God, and keep his Commandments, for God 
. Tha/! bring every Work into Fudgment. Men 
- {mould - be careful of their Works, thar 
n they may be Good, and not Evil, if they 
> [bought of that as they ſhould do. Yea, 
It ſhoughts or rhe Day of Judgment would 
in make thein caictul of their Words too. 
in JMaz7h. 1.2. 36. Every zdle Word that Men. 
ke bol7 /peak. rey ſhall grove Account thereof 
he Ierbe Cay of Fudement. How common is it 
n- J8r Perſons to meet together, and all their 
of Wilcourle is idle Talk. It may be, not one 
us Witying Word in a whole Hour together ; 
on 6 ſuch Perſons think of the Account they 
127. Þit give in the Day of Judgment 2 The 
nd Remembrance of that Day would make 
citflem watchful over the Thoughts of their 
theÞiearts, becauſe then the Counſels of all 

[tÞfearts ſhall be manifeſted before all the 
5 offlorld. 1 Cor. 4.5. Conſtant Thoughts 
hisÞithe Day of Judgment would make Men 
1{oniraid to fin in ſecret, becauſe then every 
iter thing thall be brought into Judgment. 
» bes is as ſure as Goſpel. I the Day 
'teFFaith the Apoſtle) when God ſhall jrdge 
18 off Secrets of Men, by Feſus Chriſt, accor- 
ſethÞrg 20 7329 Goſpel, Kom. 2: 16. Miniſters 
7aithſlar think much of the Day of Judgment, 
Foil bz caretul what Sermons they preach, 
Got ; conki- 
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confidering. they muſt give an Account what 
and how they have preached. Itwill make 6, 
them be in Earneſt for the Salvation of |: 
Souls. 2 Cor. 5.9, IO, 11. We /abour, that Þ!) 
. x26, may be accepted of him, for we muſt all# 
appear before the Fudgment-Seat of Chriſt, 1" 
Rnowing the Terror of the Lord, we-per- " 
ſwade Men : So Hearers of the Word, that 
think much of that Day, and believe that! 
they muſt give an Account of every Ser-Jfu 
mon they have heard, will certainly takeÞ% 
heed how they hear. Oh then let the#: 
Day of Judgment come oft into your Mindy 
Why ſhould you nor think of it a few Mi: 
nutes, every Day. conſtantly 2 Say not, iti 
a terrible Thought. I ſay unto you, obg 
the Goſpel, and then you may think lp 
zbat Day, without Fear; yea, with Tran}: 
Iports of Joy. Obey the Lord Jeſus Chrit 
and labour to be like him, and then faf: 
not the Day of Judgment, 1 Fohr 4.17 
We have Boldneſs in the Day of Fudgg 
ment, becauſe as He is, ſo are we in thi - 
World. Ir is related concerning that excel 
lent young Scholar, Fobn Faneway, (I will 
there were more young Men, and old On 
too, like him) that when ſome were 
preiling their Apprehenfions and Fearsd 
theDay of Judgment being near; If (faid he} 


at 


at 

ke 

of 
"at 

all 
is 
pF 
hat 
hat 
Yer- 
4ke 
the 
nds 
Mi 


of Diſobettience to the Goſpel. 187 
were ſare that the Day of Fudgment would 
begin within this Hour, my Heart would 
leap for Foy. When I conſider the Certain- © 
ty of that Day, and think that it & 
near, that Ihought does raviſh my Soul ; © 
ro Comforts of this Life are like tt. 
Wherefore obey the Goſpel. If you re- 
feive that Grace of God, and live accor- 
lingly, you may with Joy unſpeakable, and 
full of Glory, be always /coking for the 
Bleſſed Hope, and the Glorious appearing of 
the Great God, and our Saviour Feſits 
br:/?, Amen, 
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